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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

Introduction

This is the Non-Technical Summary of the SEA Environmental Report for a Variation to the Wicklow County 
Development Plan (referred to as either the ‘WCDP’ or the ‘Plan’ from herein) 2022-2028. 

The purpose of this SEA was to identify and evaluate the likely significant environmental effects of 
implementation of the Variation. 

Background

Wicklow County Council (WCC) has prepared a Variation to the WCDP under Section 13 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended). This Variation proposes administrative and technical changes to the Plan, 
adds contemporary detail on the planning framework in County Wicklow to Volume 1 of the Plan, and will 
integrate the Local Planning Framework (LPF) for Arklow into the Plan. The integration of the Arklow LPF into 
the Plan constitutes the substantive component of the Variation.

The Arklow LPF provides a land use framework that will guide the future sustainable development of the 
settlement of Arklow. This LPF, in conjunction with the WCDP, will inform and manage the future development 
of the area.

The Arklow LPF considered under this assessment consists primarily of a written statement and maps indicating 
the objectives for zoning of land, residential development, economic development, community infrastructure, 
built and natural heritage, open space and recreation, active travel and transport, environmental protection 
and climate change. 

Approach to SEA

The SEA process can be defined by four stages, all of which include some level of consultation with stakeholders 
and the public. These stages are defined as:

Stage 1 – Screening: deciding whether an SEA is required, or not.
Stage 2 – Scoping: establishing the spatial and temporal scope of the SEA and a decision-making 
framework that can be used to evaluate impacts.
Stage 3 – Identification, Prediction, Considerations of Alternatives, Evaluation and Mitigation of 
Potential Impacts.
Stage 4 – Consultation, Revision and Post-Adoption. This includes the implementation of statutory 
SEA monitoring.

The SEA process ran in parallel with the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process, which is an assessment process 
focusing on the potential effects of a plan or project on sites designated for nature protection known as 
‘European Sites.’
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The Environmental Baseline

An evaluation and characterisation of the current state of the environment likely to be affected by the 
Variation/LPF has been undertaken to inform the SEA process. A non-technical summary of the baseline 
environment for each environmental component is provided in the table below.

Environmental Component Summary of the Baseline Environmental Characteristics

Population and Human Health

In the 2022 Census, the total population in Arklow Town was 13,399 persons1, 
while the total population in Co. Wicklow was 155,8512. 
Arklow is identified as a designated ‘self-sustaining growth town’ as being part 
of the Core Region3 by the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (referred to as EMRA RSES) 2019-20314. 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna

There are no designated Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) within the LPF 
area, however there are 6 existing SACs within a 15km radius. These include 
Slaney River Valley SAC, Deputy's Pass Nature Reserve SAC, Kilpatrick Sandhills 
SAC, Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC, Magherabeg Dunes SAC, and 
Buckroney-Brittas Dunes and Fen SAC.
There are no designated Special Protection Areas (SPAs) within or within 15 km 
of the LPF  area.
There are no World Heritage or UNESCO designations within or within 15 km of 
Arklow Town and its environs.
There are no RAMSAR sites within or within 15km of the area.
There are no designated Natural Heritage Areas within or within 15km of the 
area.
There are 14 Natural Heritage Areas within or within 15km of the area.
There is 1 Tree Protection Order within the area (Corsican Pine trees at 
Kynoch’s Lodge).
There are 2 designated Flora Protection Order Sites within 15km of the area; 
these include Pallis Bridge (Hamatocaulis vernicosus) and Tigroney West 
(Cephaloziella nicholsonii).
There are no Wildfowl Sanctuaries within or within 15km of the LPF area.
There are no salmonid waters within or within 15km of the LPF area.
There are no OSPAR Marine Protected Areas within 15km of the LPF area.
The most dominant land cover types are urban and agricultural areas.

Landscape and Visual Amenity

Arklow is designated as an 'urban area' in the current landscape character 
assessment for Wicklow. The areas outside of the urban area to the north and 
south along the coast are designated 'Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty' 
and the lands to the west are designated 'corridor area.'
Views and prospects within affecting the LPF area include: R750 Wicklow to 
Arklow L6171 (Prospect towards sea from Coast Road ), L2172 at Barraniskey, 
Arklow (Prospects of Webbs River Valley and Arklow), R747 Vale of Avoca east 
of Woodenbridge (Prospects of both sets of Vale of Avoca including Avoca 

1 Central Statistics Office. 2022. F9011– Population (cso.ie) https://data.cso.ie/table/F9011
2 Central Statistics Office. 2022. F1004A– Population (cso.ie) https://data.cso.ie/table/F1004A  
3 The Core Region contains a strong network of county and market towns that have a good level of local employment,
services and amenities, which serve not just their resident populations but a wider catchment area. 
4 Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2019-2031
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Environmental Component Summary of the Baseline Environmental Characteristics

River Valley) and L-2180-48 from Raheen to Sheepwalk (Prospect of Vale of 
Avoca)

Cultural Heritage – 
Archaeological and 

Architectural

There are 22 archaeological sites within Arklow Town. Churches, graveyards, 
and wells are the among most common recorded monuments and sites of 
significant archaeological, historic, and cultural importance within the area.
There are 40 entries to the RPS (Record of Protected Structures) within Arklow 
Town5, which include many notable structures such as St. Saviours Church and 
Fr. Michael Murphy statue and other local features that contribute to the 
architectural heritage of the area.

Soils
The main soil types within the LPF area includes Urban Soils, Gleys, Grey-
Brown Podzolics, and Alluvial Soils.
There are two County Geological Sites within 5 km of the LPF area, Goldmines 
River and Snugborough.

Land Use Land use mapping for the LPF area is shown in Figure 4-9 in the body of the 
main report. This mapping shows the extent of all land-use present in the Area. 

Air Quality and Noise

The Air Quality in Ireland 2022 report prepared by the EPA identifies that air 
quality in Ireland is generally good, however, there are concerning localised 
issues that are negatively impacting the air we breathe. 
Ireland’s ambition in the Clean Air Strategy is to move towards the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) Air Quality guidelines1, this will be challenging but 
will have a significantly positive impact on health.
The LPF area lies within ‘Zone D - Rural Ireland'. There are no air monitoring 
stations within or within 15km of the area, however the nearest stations are 
located in Carlow Town and Enniscorthy. The current air quality in both 
locations are identified by the EPA as being of Good6 status.
Existing noise-related impacts can be viewed in Figure 4-10 of the main body of 
the report.

Water

The LPF area falls within the Ovoca-Vartry catchment, with the Southwestern 
Irish Sea to the west of Arklow Town’s coastline. 
The WFD status of coastal water bodies (2016-2021) for Southwestern Irish Sea 
- Brittas Bay is of high status. The WFD status of transitional water bodies 
(2016-2021) for Avoca Estuary is identified as being of moderate status. 
However, the latest River Q Value for the 'Avoca-Arklow Br' river monitoring 
station is of bad status.
The WFD groundwater status (2016-2021) underlying the area is identified as 
being of good status.
The WFD status of rivers and streams (2016-2021) draining the area ranges 
from high (i.e. Templerainy Stream), to good (i.e. Kilmurry Stream) and to 
moderate (sections of rivers and streams including Avoca, Ballyduff Stream). 

Material Assets
The new Arklow Wastewater Treatment Plant was constructed and 
commissioned in early 2025. This plant provide substantial wastewater 
treatment capacity for the area. The Woodenbridge Wellfield is the public 
water supply source for the Arklow area.

5 Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028
6 EPA AirQuality.ie - 26/02/2024
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Environmental Component Summary of the Baseline Environmental Characteristics

Arklow Town is by-passed by the M11 and a number of regional roads, namely 
R747, R772, and R750. The town is served by the intercity Dublin Connolly - 
Rosslare Europort rail line and local connections to metropolitan commuter 
towns. Further to this, Bus Éireann provides several routes through Arklow, 
including the 002, 005 and 384 services. The Wexford Bus operates several 
services day and night linking Arklow and Wicklow Town with Dublin Airport.
The GI strategy for Wicklow is to reinforce GI assets to support the creation of 
a more climate resilient environment which in turn contributes significantly to 
climate adaptation and mitigation. Important existing GI assets within Arklow 
include Arklow Rock-Askintinny, Arklow Sand Dunes, Arklow Town Marsh, and 
Avoca River Valley.
Two Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) facilities have been 
granted planning consent recently - one at Avoca River Park and one at Kish 
Business Park in Arklow. 

Tourism and Recreation

Tourism and recreation are influenced by a range of factors in Ireland. 
International tourism has increased and remained relatively steady since the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Failté Ireland has recently published their four brand 
strategies which will define the spatial scope and spread of future tourism 
developments within Ireland. 
Wicklow hosts ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ and the success of the brand strategy 
will result in infrastructure demands to previously less trafficked areas. Arklow 
has been identified as one of the key towns to be developed as a visitor hub.

Climate Change

The LPF area is affected by climate change policy and issues broadly.
The recent Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 
2021 was established to provide for the approval of plans by the Government 
in relation to climate change. This aims at pursuing the transition to a climate 
resilient, biodiversity rich and climate neutral economy by no later than the 
end of the year 2050. Ireland’s Climate Action Plans 2023 and 2024 set out 
Ireland’s national and sectoral targets in this regard.
Climate action within the LPF will permeate across all objectives to ensure the 
transition and delivery of a client-resilient, low-carbon community at Arklow.

Evolution of the Baseline Environment

The SEA Directive requires that consideration is given to the likely evolution of the baseline environment in the 
event the Variation/LPF is not progressed and implemented. In the event the Variation/LPF  was not 
implemented, the baseline environment would primarily evolve in line with the development management 
standards and environmental protection criteria defined in WCDP, which is the primary development control 
framework relevant to the study area. The baseline environment would also be strongly influenced by higher-
order plans relevant to the area, including the Climate Action Plan, the Water Action Plan and the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan.

In the absence of the Arklow LPF, development in Arklow would not be subject to an appropriately focused 
local area framework of planning control, which is necessary for a settlement of its size and given the levels of 
development and change predicted for the area. A greater risk of improper planning and unsustainable 
development occurring around the area would exist in that case. This scenario also increases the risk of 
significant adverse environmental effects occurring due to the carrying out of inappropriate development, such 
as adverse effects on the following:
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Population and Human Health – e.g., through reductions in residential amenity, noise, dust. 
Biodiversity – e.g., loss of valuable habitat, habitat fragmentation, impacts on protected species. 
Landscape Character and Visual Amenity – e.g., loss of scenic value and visual amenity in the area. 
Cultural Heritage – e.g., diminishment of built heritage including protected structures and historic 
fabric.
Soils – e.g., ground contamination, impacts on soil structure and function.
Land use – e.g., unsustainable and incoherent land use, urban sprawl. 
Air Quality and Noise – e.g., generation of air and noise emissions resulting in significant negative 
effects on people.
Water – e.g., the carrying out development that contributes to polluting emissions to waters or 
increased flood risk.
Material Assets – e.g., the failure to provide appropriates services to the development carried out in 
the area (e.g., water supply, wastewater services).
Tourism and recreation – e.g., the diminishment of recreation assets in the area
Climate Change – e.g., failure to provide a suitable framework for compact growth and sustainable 
transport – resulting in a failure to contribute to the reduction of Energy and Residential sector 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions.

Strategic Environmental Objectives

Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures which facilitate the development of 
targets against which the environmental effects of a plan or programme can be assessed. They are based on 
wider environmental protection objectives on a local, regional, national, European and international level. They 
are high-level in nature and set strategic goals for improvement.  SEOs have already been developed for the 
WCDP. These SEOs are applicable to the Variation, including the Arklow LPF and can be used to measure the 
effects of the LPF. One additional SEO to support the measurement of the effects of the LPF has been defined. 
This is as follows:

Support in the delivery of the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives.
o Monitoring Indicator: Status of Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives as measured under the 

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029. 
o Target: Achievement of Objectives.
o Data Source: Internal Reporting on Key Performance Indicators under the Wicklow County 

Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029. 
Relevant SEO Code under WCDP: C

Reasonable Alternatives

of the following factors:
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The strategic aim and objectives of the Variation/LPF 
The geographic scope of the Variation/LPF 
The actual powers and functions of WCC.
The genuine ability of the alternative to achieve the Variation/LPF  aims and objectives. 
The technical feasibility of the alternative. 
The availability of resources, including financial resources to deliver the Variation/LPF within the 
required timeframe. 
The policy hierarchy and the parameters placed around the Variation/LPF  by higher-level policy. 

below:

Alternative 1: Maximum Environmental Protection
Alternative 2: Sustainable Transportation
Alternative 3: Compact Growth
Alternative 4: Housing Market Driven
Alternative 5: Community Driven
Alternative 6: Extractive Industry & Economy Driven

Provide maximum protection to European sites and Arklow Town Marsh pNHA.
Promote compact growth in Arklow.
Afford appropriate protection to all sensitive environmental features in the area.
Promote the development of renewable energy related infrastructure in the area.
Promote sustainable land use and access to public transport.
Implement localised demand management measures to encourage sustainable transport
Promote active travel development and connections.
Develop a Park and Ride facility outside the town to promote sustainable travel and transport. 
Promote public transport, including bus and train services.
Encourage town centre regeneration and infill development
Encourage sustainable residential development to meet population targets.
Provide appropriate community and recreational infrastructure for the area into the future.
Enhance public realm/space in the area. 
Enhance and encourage sustainable tourism in the area.
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Provide suitable childcare, healthcare and education facilities in the area. 
Promote retail through town centre regeneration.
Aim to enhance and promote Arklow’s tourism and recreation offering, including its maritime 
heritage. 
Encourage development that provides employment in the area, whilst ensuring this development is 
appropriately planned and located.

The process of developing the Variation/LPF and associated SEA and AA processes produced the Preferred 
Variation/LPF. The Preferred LPF is deemed to be an appropriate balance of preferred elements associated with 
each Reasonable Alternative. Unwanted or less preferred elements of each Reasonable Alternative were 
omitted from being promoted through objectives defined in the LPF. The reasons for choosing the Preferred 
LPF were as follows:

The Preferred LPF provides a strong level of environmental protection – in combination with 
policies/objectives driving environmental protection in the WCDP. This will result in positive 
environmental effects on environmental components, such as biodiversity, water, soils, heritage etc.
The balance of elements included in the Preferred LPF promote the meeting of housing targets in a 
measured, sustainable way in accordance with efficient and compact growth principles. This will 
result in positive environmental effects on environmental components, such as population and 
human health, material assets and climate.
The Preferred LPF appropriately encourages renewable energy related infrastructure in support of 
national climate ambitions, the Wicklow County Local Authority Climate Action Plan and the 
objectives defined for the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone. This will result in positive environmental 
effects on environmental components, such as climate, biodiversity, population and human health 
etc. 
The Preferred LPF promotes and encourage sustainable travel and transport, including active travel 
and public transport, in alignment with higher-order policy. This will result in positive environmental 
effects on environmental components, such climate, air quality and noise, population and human 
health etc.
The Preferred LPF encourages socially beneficial town centre regeneration, whilst having due regard 
to the need to conserve built heritage and historic fabric. This will result in positive environmental 
effects on environmental components, such as population and human health, heritage, and tourism 
and recreation.
The Preferred LPF ensures that there will be suitable provision of appropriate community 
infrastructure commensurate with residential development and population growth in the area. This 
will result in positive environmental effects on environmental components, such as population and 
human health, material assets etc.
The Preferred LPF will drive economic development, enterprise and employment in the area, 
including tourism development and activity, in a manner that is sustainable. This will result in 
positive environmental effects on population and human health, material assets and tourism and 
recreation.

Evaluation of the Environmental Effects of Variation/LPF Implementation

An evaluation of the Variation/LPF on the baseline environment is characterised and described in Section 6 of 
this SEA Environmental Report. The evaluation was carried out against the SEOs defined in the WCDP.
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A standardised evaluation matrix was developed to facilitate the evaluation of the Preferred Variation on SEOs, 
relevant to each environmental component. A concise and non-technical summary of the key environmental 
effects associated with the implementation of the Variation/LPF is presented below. The potential negative 
effects presented assume the absence of appropriate mitigation defined in the Non-Technical Summary and in 
Section 8 of the SEA Environmental Report. 
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Potential Negative Environmental Effects (in the absence of environmental mitigation)

The LPF supports the carrying out of infrastructural development (e.g. housing, transport, renewable 
energy-related development, etc.). The construction phases of such development have the potential 
to result in environmental impacts including dust and noise emissions, traffic disruption, polluting 
runoff, which can affect various environmental components, including population and human 
health, the air quality environment, the noise environment, the water environment, biodiversity, 
and traffic and transport conditions. The operational phases of this development has the potential 
to result in negative impacts on various environmental components, such as population and human 
health, traffic and transport conditions, landscape character and visual amenity.
Development construction activities, generally, generate dust emissions, vibration or noise that may 
impact residential amenity, human health and well-being, and biodiversity.
The LPF provides a land use framework for development that has the potential to generate 
environmental impacts (e.g., habitat loss) that directly or indirectly cause effects on European sites 
connected to the area, such as disturbance to key species (i.e., through construction noise), 
reduction in species density, impact on non-designated sites or habitat that support European sites, 
or changes in indicators of conservation value.
Development may lead to adverse impacts on biodiversity, including loss, disturbance or damage to 
biodiversity, flora and fauna; impacts on designated sites and their ecological features/qualifying 
interests (Arklow Town Marsh pNHA, in particular); impacts on ecological connectivity; and impacts 
on locally significant, non-designated habitats.
Development may generate an increase in the quantum of light transmitted to sensitive ecological 
receptors, resulting in increased vulnerability and sensitivity of light-sensitive species (e.g., the 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat).
The LPF supports development construction at greenfield locations where invasive species may exist. 
Construction and waste management activities may increase the risk of the spread of invasive 
species. 
Greenfield development may impact and damage unknown archaeological remains.
The LPF is supportive of the carrying out of development at sensitive locations (such as areas in 
proximity of the Avoca River riparian corridor) which could potentially impact sensitive aspects of 
the environment, including biodiversity, water quality, landscape character and visual amenity, built 
and archaeological heritage and important habitats and species.
Development, including large-scale development of a sizeable mass and form, may generate 
negative impacts on built heritage (e.g., protected structures) and historic fabric. Development 
supported by the LPF may impact on the setting of heritage assets and sense of place, generally.
Significantly scaled residential and commercial development may impact visual amenity in the 
vicinity of these developments, streetscape character and wider landscape character.
Inappropriate or improperly designed greenfield development may contribute to significant 
hydrological changes and increases in flood risk.
Development may generate adverse impacts upon the status of water bodies arising from changes 
in quality, flow and/or morphology.
Major development in the LPF area may generate an increase in traffic levels and effects on existing 
traffic and transportation conditions. 
Development related excavation has the potential to result in the generation of substantial levels of 
material and waste, including potentially contaminated material that will need to be appropriately 
and sustainably managed in accordance with Waste Hierarchy principles.



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 10 of 114 

Development occurring in the LPF area may affect local heritage, archaeology or visual amenity and, 
in turn, local tourism or recreational features and activity in the area.
Infrastructure development may have the potential to restrict or reduce the quality of resources 
important for recreation and/or tourism.
Linear transport development (including active travel development) has the potential to negatively 
affect biodiversity and ecological connectivity (through habitat loss/fragmentation).

Potential Positive Effects

LPF objectives, as defined, have the potential to contribute to sustainable development and proper 
planning in accordance with the land use planning framework and higher order planning policy and 
other inter-related policy, resulting in positive effects across all environmental components. The 
implementation of the LPF has the potential to support balanced, integrated and socially beneficial 
development and environmental protection and enhancement in Arklow and surrounding areas.
The LPF will support compact growth, sustainable land use, sustainable transportation, and the 
sustainable provision and optimised utilisation of Material Assets.
The promotion of sustainable urban development (including residential development) in accordance 
with compact growth principles has the potential to generate positive effects on population and 
human health (through the provision of much-needed housing), material assets, lands, soils and 
geology (through the avoidance of building on greenfield sites, promotion of compact development 
and prevention of sprawl) and air and climate (by promoting compact development, reducing the 
need to travel by private car).
The delivery of housing and community infrastructure has the potential to generate positive effects 
for population and human health (people and communities).
The promotion of sustainable land use, sustainable transportation and public transport may support 
modal shift and the use of public transportation, resulting in potential positive effects on population 
and human health, local air quality and climate.
The LPF supports the development, expansion and management of safe active travel networks. The 
delivery of an expanded safe active travel network has the potential to promote the use of 
sustainable and active travel modes in the community, encourage modal shift, reduce traffic related 
risks and support the reduction of vehicle related emissions - thereby positively impacting 
population and human health, local air quality and the climate environment.
The LPF supports the protection and enhancement of Arklow’s heritage assets. This has the potential 
to generate positive effects for tourism and recreation features in the area and enhance amenity 
value in the area generally.
The LPF is supportive of renewable energy/energy efficient development, which will have a positive 
effect on the climate environment.
The LPF is supportive of the minimisation of flood risk in the area. This will generate positive 
environmental effects on water quality, hydrology and biodiversity. The delivery of flood alleviation 
has the potential to reduce flood risk and prevent flood events. Reducing flood risk can generate 
significant, positive effects for a variety of environmental receptors that could be negatively 
impacted by flood events, including human receptors, material assets, ecological receptors and 
cultural heritage assets. 
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The LPF supports the development of nature-based solutions - in response to flood and climate 
related risk - which are supportive of biodiversity protection and enhancement. The promotion of 
NBS has the potential to create positive effects for biodiversity, flora and fauna, water quality and 
hydrology.
The LPF promotes the provision and protection of material assets and utilities services and 
collaboration with utility providers on utility infrastructure delivery and maintenance. This will 
support the sustainable provision of appropriately integrated material asset infrastructure (e.g., 
electricity infrastructure etc.). 
The framework of locally focused, environmental protection and enhancement related objectives 
support the carrying out of considered, appropriate development sensitive to the receiving 
environment. Generally, this has the potential to generate positive impacts on all environmental 
components.

Mitigation Measures

Potential negative environmental effects that may occur as a result of the implementation of the Variation/LPF
(without considering any mitigation) were identified. The SEA Directive requires that mitigation measures to 
prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any potential significant negative environmental effects due to 
the implementation of the Variation/LPF are defined. 

The mitigation of these potential negative effects was achieved through the following:

The consideration of Alternatives for the Variation/LPF, having regard to the environmental 
considerations.
Environmental protection policies/objectives defined in the WCDP.
The integration of environmental considerations into the Variation/LPF. 

The development of the Variation/LPF was carried out in parallel with the SEA and AA processes. Regular 
communication and interaction took place between the environmental team and WCC. Environmental 
considerations that came to light during the SEA and AA processes, including consultation processes, were 
regularly communicated to WCC.

A strong level of embedded environmental mitigation was present in the earlier iterations of the Arklow LPF 
(the substantiative component of the Variation). Environmental mitigation measures applicable to the 
functional area of Arklow are also present in the WCDP. The embedded mitigation and the relevant mitigatory 
policy/objectives already defined in the WCDP serve to prevent and minimise potential adverse effects that 
may occur during the implementation of the LPF. These measures may also maximise potential environmental 
benefits and co-benefits associated with the LPF. 

Where necessary, additional environmental mitigation, in the form of objective/text additions, were integrated 
into the LPF to mitigate the potential negative environmental effects of implementing the LPF. This process was 
carried out in an iterative manner to ensure optimal preparation of the LPF and environmental outcomes. 
Environmental considerations were also integrated into the  process so as to facilitate maximising identified 
positive environmental effects of the LPF.

Due to the inter-relationship between various environmental components, environmental mitigation measures 
defined for one component can also serve to benefit other environmental components.
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Conclusions

The reasonable alternatives evaluation presented earlier in this document has resulted in the development of 
a Variation/LPF that achieves the best environmental outcomes in comparison to other reasonable alternatives 
considered.

Environmental protection related policies/objectives already defined in the WCDP, which apply to the Arklow 
area, will mitigate a wide range of potential negative effects associated with the LPF. The adoption of the 
environmental mitigation measures embedded and integrated into the LPF will prevent, reduce and fully offset 
potential negative environmental effects due to the implementation of the Variation and LPF.

No further mitigation measures are required for the Variation/LPF. 

Monitoring Measures

The SEA Directive requires that the environmental effects of the implementation of a plan or programme (or 
plan variation in this case) are monitored in order 'to identify at an early stage unforeseen effects, and to be 
able to undertake appropriate remedial action.'

It is proposed that existing SEOs and associated indicators and targets defined in the WCDP are used to monitor 
the environmental effects of the implementation of the LPF. The SEOs, indicators and targets defined are 
deemed appropriate for measuring the full range of potential environmental effects that may occur due to LPF 
implementation. Utilising these existing SEO will also avoid the unnecessary duplication of environmental 
monitoring processes. One additional SEO to support the measurement of the effects of the LPF has been 
defined. This is as follows:

• Support in the delivery of the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives.

Where monitoring identifies that the implementation of the adopted LPF is having a significant negative 
environmental effect, an in-depth review of the WCDP/LPF should take place and the LPF should be updated in 
a manner that satisfactorily mitigates these environmental effects (i.e., through the adoption of additional 
environmental mitigation measures). Similarly, where monitoring indicates that potential positive 
environmental effects associated with LPF implementation are not being adequately realised, the LPF should 
be reviewed and updated in a manner that supports the realisation of all potential positive environmental 
effects, having regard to the overall vision and high-level objectives of the LPF. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Wicklow County Council (WCC) has prepared a Variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 
(herein referred to as the ’WCDP’ or the ‘Plan’) under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended). This Variation proposes administrative and technical changes to the Plan, adds contemporary detail 
on the planning framework in County Wicklow to Volume 1 of the Plan, and integrates the Local Planning 
Framework (LPF) for Arklow into the WCDP. The integration of the Arklow LPF into the Plan constitutes the 
substantive component of the Variation.

The Arklow LPF provides a land use framework that will guide the future sustainable development of the 
settlement of Arklow. This LPF, in conjunction with the WCDP, will inform and manage the future development 
of the area.

The LPF represents the main public statements of planning objectives for the Arklow area. The planning
objectives are critical in determining the appropriate location and form of different types of development in 
the Arklow area. The objectives also guide WCC activities and indicate priority areas or action and investment 
such as focusing on attracting employment into the town, improving infrastructure, enhancing the town as a 
centre for sustainable tourism and decarbonisation of the highest carbon-emitting sectors. 

Variations to a City or County Development Plan are required to be compliant with the requirements of the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC) and the Habitats Directive 
(Directive 92/43/EEC). SEA Screening for the Variation has been carried out by WCC and it has been determined 
that the Variation to the WCDP should be subject to full SEA under the S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and 
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011
(Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011) given the 
given the potential for the implementation of the land use framework defined in the Arklow LPF to result in 
likely, significant environmental effects. 

1.2 Finalisation of the Variation/LPF

This document is a consolidated version of the SEA Environmental Report, which has considered consultation 
submissions received during SEA Consultation and Material Alterations made over the Variation-making 
process. 

These Material Alterations arising from the post-consultation Variation-making process have been subject to 
further environmental assessment. This assessment is included in Appendix 4 of this SEA Environmental Report. 
Where Material Alterations were screened in for SEA, they were subject to full SEA, and mitigation measures 
preventing or minimising the effects of these Material Alterations have been identified and cross-referenced.

It was assessed that the environmental mitigation measures already integrated into the WCDP (as being Varied) 
will prevent and minimise negative environmental effects from the implementation of the Variation/LPF. 

1.3 SEA Environmental Report

This document has been produced by FT and is the SEA Environmental Report for the Variation/LPF. It forms 
the main written output of the SEA process and as such presents information on the environmental assessment 
and likely environmental issues related to the implementation of the Variation and Arklow LPF. 



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 14 of 114 

The broad purpose of this SEA Environmental Report was as follows:

1. Identify, evaluate and describe the likely significant effects on the environment of the Variation/LPF
and reasonable alternatives. 

2. Inform the preparation of the Variation/LPF. 
3. Provide environmental authorities and the public with an early opportunity to make submissions on a 

draft version of the Variation/LPF and its potential environmental effects - and incorporate changes 
where necessary to the LPF development and SEA processes. 

1.4 Background to SEA and Legislative Context

SEA was required under the EU Council Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans 
and Programmes on the Environment (the SEA Directive)7. The SEA Directive requires that an environmental 
assessment is carried out of certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the 
environment. 

The overarching objective of the SEA Directive is ‘to provide for a high level of protection of the environment 
and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of 
plans….with a view to promoting sustainable development’8. 

SEA is a process for evaluating, at the earliest appropriate stage, the environmental consequences of 
implementing Plan or Programme (P/P) (Plan Variation, in this case) initiatives prepared by authorities at a 
national, regional or local level or which have been prepared for adoption through legislative means. SEA is 
described within the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government’s (2004) Guidelines 
for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities on the Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) as the 
‘formal systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or 
programme before a decision is made to adopt the plan or programme.’

The requirements for SEA in Ireland are set out in national Regulations S.I. 435 of 2004 European Communities 
(Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 and S.I. 436 of 2004 Planning 
and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011 
European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2011 and S.I. No. 201 of 2011 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2011 respectively.

7 Transposing Irish Regulations: S.I. No. 435 of 2004 (European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans 
and Programmes) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 200 of 2011 (European Communities (Environmental 
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011). S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and 
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (Planning and 
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011).
8 Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC): Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 
Environment – Guidelines for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities (Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government, 2004)
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In the case of the preparation of the Variation, S.I. No. 436 of 2004, as amended,  requires that Screening for 
SEA be carried out for Variations, amendments or modifications of City and County Development Plans. SEA 
Screening of the Draft Variation/LPF was carried out and it was determined that the emerging Variation, if 
unmitigated, can result in likely significant effects, and therefore it must be subject to full SEA. Generally, 
potential for the implementation of the land use framework defined in the Variation/LPF to result in likely, 
significant environmental effects exists - having regard to development aspirations for the Arklow LPF area and 
the baseline environment.

SEA is intended to provide the framework for influencing decision-making at an earlier stage when P/Ps – which 
give rise to individual projects – are being developed. It is noted that SEA should result in more sustainable 
development through the systematic appraisal of policy options. 

1.5 Purpose of this SEA

The purpose of SEA in this particular case was to enable WCC to incorporate environmental considerations into 
decision-making at an early stage and in an integrated way throughout the Variation/LPF development process 
and to: 

1. Identify, evaluate and describe the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the 
Variation/LPF. 

2. Ensure that identified adverse effects are communicated, mitigated and that the effectiveness of mitigation 
is monitored.

3. Identify beneficial (and neutral) effects, and to ensure these are communicated.
4. Provide an opportunity for stakeholder and public involvement.

1.6 Appropriate Assessment

Appropriate Assessment (AA) is an assessment process focusing on potential effects related to European Sites 
- which form the Natura 2000 network - these sites have been designated or proposed for designation by virtue 
of their ecological importance. European Sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs).

The Habitats Directive9 requires, inter alia, that plans (or variation to a plan) undergo Screening for AA (Stage 
1), and if necessary, the preparation of a Natura Impact Report (Stage 2), to establish the likely or potential 
effects on European Sites arising from plan implementation.

This first stage of the AA process is referred to as 'Screening for AA' and the purpose is to determine, on the 
basis of a preliminary assessment and objective criteria, whether a plan or project, alone and in combination 
with other plans or projects, could have significant effects on a European Site in view of the site’s conservation 
objectives. 

AA Screening concluded that there are likely significant effects to European sites - if unmitigated - from the 
implementation of the Variation/LPF. Therefore, the Variation/LPF was subject to Stage 2 of the AA process, 
and a Natura Impact Report (NIR) was prepared alongside the SEA - the details of which were integrated into 
the SEA process.

9 Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIATION  

WCC is required to fulfil its obligations under the PDA, and prepare local plans for any area that requires 
economic, physical and social renewal and for areas that are likely to be subject to large-scale development. 
WCC has prepared a Local Planning Framework for Arklow via the making of a Variation, as detailed below, to 
the WCDP under Section 13 of the PDA. 

Volume 1 of the WCDP contains the primary written statement while Volume 2 contains a suite of Town Plans. 
The changes integrated via the Variation includes modifications to the written statement in relation to the 
structure of the Plan and introduces the intention to prepare new Local Planning Frameworks  for Greytones-
Delgany and Kilcoole, Arklow and Bray Municipal District (including Enniskerry and Kilmacanogue). Any such LPF 
will need to take account of the zoning principles that have been set out in the WCDP, in addition to relevant 
guidelines and policies. The amendments have been elaborated upon and substantiated with the provision of 
a preamble, structure, maps, and an overview of the public consultation process. 

This Variation integrates the Arklow LPF into the WCDP. The Arklow LPF is now a statutory document containing 
guidelines as to how the town and its environs should develop over the plan period. The Arklow LPF provides 
the overall strategy for the proposed planning and sustainable development within the area in the context of 
the WCDP. 

The LPF contains the main public statements of planning objectives for the LPF area. The planning objectives 
are critical in determining the appropriate location and form of different types of development as the LPF is the 
primary statutory land use policy framework against which planning applications are assessed.

2.1 Contents of the Arklow Local Planning Framework

The purpose of the Arklow LPF is to put in place a land use framework that will guide the future sustainable 
development in the settlement of Arklow. The LPF, in conjunction with the WCDP, will guide the development 
of the LPF area. The LPF must, therefore, be consistent with the objectives of the WCDP and its Core Strategy. 

Healthy placemaking, climate change and economic opportunity are the three overarching cross-cutting themes 
of the WCDP that have formed the three strategic objectives of this LPF. There is overlap between the three 
themes:

Placemaking integrates with the creation of sustainable communities which includes housing, 
sustainable mobility, healthy town centres and economic development. 
Climate change has implications for sustainable mobility, economic development and heritage and 
biodiversity10. 
Economic development is increasingly integrated with our response to climate change and to the 
delivery of healthy placemaking.

10 The provisions of this LPF aim to support Wicklow County Council’s Climate Action Plan 2024-2029.
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Arklow is a Level 3 Settlement (‘Self-Sustaining Town’) within the County Settlement Hierarchy. The following 
key elements comprise the Core Strategy of the WCDP in relation to Level 3 settlements:

Settlement, Population and Housing Strategies: Level 3 settlements are designated ‘Self Sustaining Growth 
Towns’ described as ‘Towns with a moderate level of jobs and services – includes sub-county market towns and 
commuter towns with good transport links and capacity for continued commensurate growth to become more 
self-sustaining’. These towns range in size (as per the Census of population in 2022) from c. 6,000 to 22,000 
persons. Population growth in Level 3 towns is targeted to be in the 25%-30% range between 2016 and 2031. 

Economic Development Strategy: Self-Sustaining Growth Towns are identified as ‘Level 3’ in the 
County Economic Development Hierarchy 
Retail Strategy: Arklow is identified as ‘Level 3’ in the County Retail Hierarchy. 
Community Development Strategy: Arklow falls into the 15,000 -30,000 population range and 
should be ideally serviced by the following community infrastructure: Multi-purpose Community 
Resource Centre, Regional and Local Indoor Sports and Recreation Facilities, Swimming Pool/Leisure 
Centre, Youth Centre, Athletics Track and Field Facilities, Arts and Cultural Centre, Local Multi-
Purpose Community Space/Meeting Rooms, Outdoor Water Sports Facilities (where applicable), 
Neighbourhood Parks and Local Parks, Outdoor (full size) Multi-Use Games Areas – Synthetic / 
Hardcourt, Playground(s), Playing Pitches, Alternative/Minority Sports Facilities, Open Space/Urban 
Woodlands/ Nature Areas, Library.
Infrastructure Strategy: In accordance with the County Development Plan: 
o Measures will be required to facilitate a modal shift to more sustainable transport options 

including promotion of development patterns, and the development of enhanced 
infrastructure, to facilitate walking, cycling and increased use of public transport; 

o Only locations that are already served, or are serviceable with water and wastewater 
infrastructure shall be identified for new development.

Environmental Strategy: To ensure the objectives of the LPF are consistent with the conservation 
and protection of the environment.

The Arklow LPF comprises of two parts:

Part A, comprising a written statement that includes introductory text and context for the LPF. 
Part B, containing Arklow-specific objectives for land use planning, encompassing Town Centre 
Regeneration and Retail, Arklow Waterfront Zone, Residential Development, Economic 
Development, Tourism, Community Development, Heritage, Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure, 
Physical Infrastructure and Zoning and Specific Local Objectives 

2.2 Relationship of the Variation/LPF with other Relevant Plans and Programmes

An examination of how the Variation/LPF interrelates with other legislation and plans/programmes is presented 
in Appendix 1. This examination was undertaken to develop an understanding of inter-relationships with other 
plans, programmes and legislation and to assist in the process of assessing the environmental effects of the LPF
relative to wider environmental protection objectives, with a view to ensuring the adopted LPF is harmonious 
and integrated with these wider objectives.
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3. SEA METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The SEA Process

The SEA process can be defined by four stages, all of which include some level of consultation with stakeholders 
and the public (Figure 3-1). These stages are defined as:

Stage 1 – Screening: deciding whether an SEA is required, or not.
Stage 2 – Scoping: establishing the spatial and temporal scope of the SEA and a decision-making 
framework that can be used to evaluate impacts.
Stage 3 – Identification, Prediction, Considerations of Alternatives, Evaluation and Mitigation of 
Potential Impacts.
Stage 4 – Consultation, Revision and Post-Adoption. This includes the implementation of statutory 
SEA monitoring.

The SEA process runs in parallel with the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process, which is briefly discussed in 
Section 1.5. 

This SEA Environmental Report documents the outcomes of Stage 3.

Figure 3-1: SEA and AA Stages and Key Deliverables
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3.2 Overview of the SEA and AA Processes

The requirements for SEA in Ireland are set out in the national Regulations, S.I. No. 435 of 2004 European 
Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 and S.I. No. 436 
of 2004 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 as amended by S.I. 
No. 200 of 2011 European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2011 and S.I. No. 201 of 2011 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental 
Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 respectively.

SEA Screening of the Draft Variation/LPF was carried out and it was determined that the emerging 
Variation/LPF, if unmitigated, can result in likely significant environmental effects, and therefore it must be 
subject to full SEA under the S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental 
Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011). Generally, potential for the implementation of 
the land use framework defined in the Variation/LPF to result in likely, significant environmental effects exists 
- having regard to development aspirations for the Arklow LPF area and the baseline environment.

An SEA Scoping Report has been prepared for an initial draft version of the emerging Variation/LPF. The Scoping 
Report, along with SEA Scoping Submissions and considerations of these submissions by the SEA process, helped 
communicate and define the scope of the environmental issues that were dealt with by the SEA, as per SEA 
Guidelines.11

The preparation of the Variation/LPF, SEA and AA took place concurrently and the findings of the SEA and AA 
informed the Variation/LPF  

Taking into account the scope detailed in the SEA Scoping Report for the Variation/LPF, the environmental 
effects associated with the implementation of the LPF were identified, evaluated and described in this SEA 
Environmental Report. This report also defines mitigation measures to prevent adverse environmental effects 
due to the implementation of the LPF. 

A Draft version of the SEA Environmental Report and associated AA documentation were placed on public 
display with the Draft Variation/LPF for public consultation. Following this consultation process, submissions 
relating to this documentation were responded to by the local authority Chief Executive’s report, and updates 
were made to the SEA and AA documentation where relevant. 

Proposed Material Alterations, on the Draft Variation/LPF were made. These proposed alterations were 
screened under the SEA and AA process to ensure to ensure that they will not generate additional, likely 
significant effects on the receiving environment or European Sites, which have not been considered by the SEA 
and AA process for the Variation/LPF. 

The SEA Environmental Report and associated AA documentation have now been upon the adoption of the 
Variation/LPF, and an SEA Statement has been prepared. This SEA Statement will document how environmental 
considerations were integrated into the LPF. 

11 Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC): Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 
Environment Guidelines for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities (DEHLG, 2004), Page 18 “It is recommended 
that at the end of the scoping procedure, the plan-making authority should prepare a brief scoping report of its 
conclusions as to what information is to be included in the environmental report, taking account of any 
recommendations from the environmental authorities.”
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The Variation/LPF will then be implemented and SEA Monitoring will be undertaken, in line with existing 
environmental monitoring processes - to measure the environmental effects of its implementation

3.3 SEA Processes Undertaken To Date

3.3.1 SEA Screening

The first stage of the SEA process was to carry out SEA Screening to determine the requirement for SEA of a 
P/P.

SEA Screening of the Draft Variation/LPF was carried out and it has been determined that the emerging 
Variation/LPF , if unmitigated, can result in likely significant environmental effects, and therefore it must be 
subject to full SEA under the S.I. No. 436 of 2004 (Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental 
Assessment) Regulations 2004, as amended by S.I. No. 201 of 2011 (Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011). Generally, potential for the implementation of 
the land use framework defined in the Variation to result in likely, significant environmental effects exists - 
having regard to development aspirations for the Arklow LPF area and the baseline environment.

3.3.2 SEA Scoping

The second stage of the SEA process is carrying out SEA Scoping. The purpose of SEA Scoping is to establish the 
spatial and temporal scope of the SEA and a decision-making framework that can be used to evaluate impacts. 
An SEA Scoping Report is produced to document the scoping process. 

WCC produced an SEA Scoping Report for the Draft Variation/LPF, which was shared with statutory 
Environmental Authorities. The SEA Scoping Report outlined information on the Draft Variation/LPF, including 
the need for it, its temporal and geographical area and overall objectives. It facilitated scoping the 
environmental components and understanding the environmental issues to be considered under the SEA 
process. The Scoping Report was also required to facilitate statutory consultation to ensure that the approach 
proposed for the SEA is appropriate. 

The SEA Scoping Report, along with SEA scoping submissions and consideration of these submissions by the SEA 
process, helped communicate and define the scope of the environmental issues which are to be dealt with by 
the SEA, the methods which will be used to address these issues, and the level of detail required to address 
these issues. 

The following statutory Environmental Authorities and interested stakeholders were consulted on the scope 
and level of detail of the information to be included in the SEA Environmental Report:

Environmental Protection Agency. 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage , Development Applications Unit.  
Minister for Climate, Energy and  the Environment
Minister for Agriculture, Food, & the Marine. 
All adjoining planning authorities whose area is contiguous to the area of Wicklow.

All SEA Scoping submissions received from the Environmental Authorities during SEA Scoping are presented in 
Appendix 2.  
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The Environmental Components in the SEA Directive that were 'scoped in' are as follows:

Population and Human Health
Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna
Landscape, Seascape & Visual Amenity
Cultural Heritage - Archaeology & Architectural 
Soils 
Land Use
Air Quality & Noise
Water
Material Assets
Tourism & Recreation
Climate Change

3.3.3 SEA Consultation 

Draft versions of the Variation/LPF, the SEA Environmental Report and the NIR were placed on public display 
and members of the public and interested stakeholders were given the opportunity to make submissions. 
Statutory Environmental Authorities were also provided with the opportunity to make submissions on the Draft 
Variation/LPF, Draft SEA Environmental Report and Draft NIR. 

These consultation submissions were reviewed and considered during the post-consultation and SEA and AA 
processes. The submissions informed and influenced the Material Alterations stage of the Variation/LPF, 
whereby proposed alterations were introduced into the Variation/LPF. 

3.4 SEA Environmental Report 

3.4.1 Environmental Assessment Approach and Methodology 

The third stage of the SEA process involves the strategic level identification, prediction, evaluation and 
mitigation of potential environmental impacts associated with the Variation/LPF. A SEA Environmental Report 
is produced to document this process. The SEA Environmental Report is integral to the SEA process and is 
compiled during plan or programme development processes to allow for adequate consideration of the likely, 
significant environmental effects of the plan (or plan variation in this case), and the incorporation of appropriate 
environmental mitigation measures. It should serve to guide processes and ensure optimal environmental 
outcomes.

The SEA Environmental Report forms the main written output of SEA process. It serves to document the 
evaluation of the likely, significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme on the relevant 
Environmental Components defined in the SEA Directive. It defines Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) 
and associated targets and indicators relating to each Environmental Component area. It defines environmental 
mitigation measures to prevent, reduce and offset the likely, significant environmental effects of implementing 
a plan or programme and monitoring measures to measure the environmental effects of a plan or programme. 
It aims to provide  statutory Environmental Authorities, interested stakeholders and the general public with a 
clear understanding of likely, significant environmental effects associated with implementing a plan or 
programme.
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A summary of the information contained in an SEA Environmental Report is presented below:

A non-technical summary of the environmental assessment carried out to inform the SEA 
Environmental Report.
A description of the P/P (Plan Variation, in this case) under consideration, including detail on the 
main objectives of the P/P, the contents of the P/P, anticipated P/P outcomes, and how the P/P 
relates to other P/Ps.
A description and characterisation of the baseline environment that has the potential to be affected 
by the implementation of the P/P, including the evolution of the baseline environment without the 
implementation of the P/P (I.e., under a ‘do-nothing’ or ‘do-minimum’ scenario).
A description of any existing environmental problems relevant to the P/P.
Environmental protection objectives (including indicators and targets) relevant to the P/P and the 
way these objectives and environmental considerations have been taken into during the process.
A description of reasonable alternatives identified, the reasons for considering these alternatives 
within the scope of the environmental assessment, and an evaluation of their likely significant effect 
on the environment.
An evaluation of the likely significant effects of the implementation of the P/P (including reasonable 
alternatives) on the environment, and in particular on the following environmental components: 
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, 
cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the 
interrelationship between the above factors.
A description of environmental mitigation measures proposed to prevent, reduce and offset likely 
significant environmental effects that may occur dur the implementation of the P/P.
A description of the monitoring measures to be implemented to monitor the likely, significant effects 
of implementing a P/P.

3.4.1.1 SEA Environmental Report Authors

FT is a consultancy based in Cork, Carlow and Dublin, specialising in civil and environmental engineering, 
planning and environmental assessment. The company has established an experienced, professional team 
specialising in all forms of statutory environmental assessment, including EIA, AA and SEA. This team has the 
support of many in-house engineers, scientists, planners and subject specialists.

FT was retained by WCC to undertake SEA of the Variation/LPF and are responsible for the completion of this 
SEA Environmental Report. The competent experts involved in the preparation of this SEA Environmental 
Report are outlined in Table 3-1. 



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 23 of 114 

Table 3-1: SEA Environmental Report Authors

Name and Qualifications Project Role Relevant Experience

Bernie Guinan
MSc, BSc. (Envi. Sci & Tech)
Dip. Pollution Assessment 
Control
Dip. Business Development

Project Director Bernie is Director with Fehily Timoney and Company 
(FT). She is responsible for managing the Circular 
Economy and Environment group in FT. She has 25 
years’ experience in delivering and managing projects in 
the environmental sector. Bernie has extensive 
experience coordinating EIA, SEA and AA projects, 
including large-scale and complex projects. She has in-
depth knowledge of all environmental and planning 
policy, legislation and guidance.

Richard Deeney
Advanced Diploma in 
Planning and Environmental 
Law, Kings Inns, Ireland 2017
B.Sc. First Class Honours 
Degree, Environmental 
Management, Dublin 
Institute of Technology, 2012
Chartered Environmentalist, 
The Society for the 
Environment

Project Manager 
& SEA Team Lead

Richard is Principal Environmental Scientist at FT. 
Richard holds a B.Sc. First-Class Honours degree in 
Environmental Management from Dublin Institute of 
Technology. He has 13 years' experience providing 
environmental assessment consultancy services. Richard 
works in the Circular Economy and Environment group 
at FT and is highly experienced in project managing, 
coordinating and delivering EIA, AA and SEA. 
He has excellent experience in planning and 
environmental assessment for various types of plans and 
projects. He has been responsible for project managing 
and coordinating the completion of the suite of SEA and 
AA deliverables for 25 Local Authority Climate Action 
Plans, and multiple land use and non-land use plans.

Donna O' Halloran
National Diploma in
Horticulture (National 
Botanic Gardens/ITB, 
Dublin).
B.Sc. (Agr.) Landscape 
Horticulture (Hons) 
(University College Dublin)
M.Sc. (Agr.) Environmental 
Resource Management (1:1) 
(University College Dublin)
M.Sc. Ecological Assessment 
(1:1) (University College 
Cork)

AA & Biodiversity 
Team Lead

Donna is a Senior Ecologist and Environmental Scientist 
with FT within the Circular Economy & Environment 
group. 
Donna has worked at FT for over 10 years as an 
Ecologist/Environmental Scientist. Donna has a wealth 
of experience in general ecology, forest ecology, 
invasive species, air and climate and landscape design 
(including semi-natural woodland habitat creation). 
Donna has worked on forestry, infrastructure, energy, 
waste and urban development projects, and has vast 
experience in ecological surveying, Ecological Impact 
Assessment and Appropriate Assessment.

Sanghamitra Dutta

MSc. Global Change: 
Ecosystem Science and 
Policy, University College 
Dublin, 2020
BSc. Environmental Science, 
St. Edmund’s College, 
Shillong, India, 2017

Project Support Sanghamitra is a Project Environmental Scientist who is 
in the Circular Economy and Environment groupat FT. 
She has ca. 5 years postgraduate experience, holding a 
MSc. in Global Change: Ecosystem Science and Policy 
from University College Dublin and a BSc. Environmental 
Science from St. Edmund’s College, Shillong, India.
Sanghamitra is adept at delivering exceptional results, 
with expertise in SEA and EIA, Project Management, 
Stakeholder Engagement, and Environmental Research.
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Name and Qualifications Project Role Relevant Experience

She has been responsible for supporting the delivery of 
SEA documentation since joining FT, such as Scoping 
reports and Environmental Reports for various land use 
plans.

Emma De Klerk
B.Sc. First Class Honours, 
Environmental Science, 
University College Cork, 
2024

Project Support Emma is a Graduate Environmental Scientist in the 
Circular Economy and Environment group at FT. She 
holds a B.Sc. (Hons) in Environmental Science from 
University College Cork where she achieved First Class 
Honours. Emma has been involved in a variety of diverse 
and challenging projects since joining FT, covering key
aspects of environmental assessment, amenity
development, and monitoring. She has been responsible
for the research, data collation, validation, and analysis
for a multitude of projects, including desk-based studies,
research, as well as the development of associated
reports.

3.4.2 Difficulties Encountered 

No significant difficulties have been encountered during the undertaking of the assessment.

3.4.3 SEA Environmental Report Checklist

A checklist of information has been included in this SEA Environmental Report under the SEA Directive and 
transposing national legislation12 is provided in Table 3-2. This checklist cross-references the sections in the 
report where information can be found.

Table 3-2: SEA Environmental Report Checklist

Information Required Relevant Section of the SEA 
Environmental Report

An outline of the contents and main objectives of the Variation/LPF and 
relationship with other relevant plans.

Section 2.

The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the 
likely evolution thereof without implementation of the Variation/LPF.

Section 4.

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly 
affected.  

Section 4.

Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the 
Variation/LPF. including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a 
particular environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant 
to the Birds Directive or Habitats Directive.

Section 4.

12 The Environmental Report is required to contain the information specified in Annex 1 of the SEA Directive and 
Schedule 2 and 2B of S.I. 435 and 436 of 2004.
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Information Required Relevant Section of the SEA 
Environmental Report

The environmental protection objectives, established at international, 
European Union or national level, which are relevant to the Variation/LPF.
and the way those objectives and any environmental considerations have 
been taken into account during its preparation.

Section 5.

The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such 
as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, 
climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural 
and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between 
the above factors.

Section 7 and Appendix 3.

The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset 
any significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the 
Variation/LPF.

Section 8. 

An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a 
description of how the assessment was undertaken including any 
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 
encountered in compiling the required information.

Section 6. 

A description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring of the 
significant environmental effects of implementation of the Variation/LPF.

Section 10.

A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above 
headings.

Front section

Interrelationships between each Environmental Component. Section 7 and Appendix 3.

3.5 SEA Statement

Upon the adoption of the Variation/LPF, WCC has published a post-adoption SEA Statement alongside the 
Variation. The post-adoption SEA Statement is another integral component of the SEA process.

The SEA Statement provides detail on how the environmental assessment and considerations detailed in the 
SEA Environmental Report and SEA-related consultation responses throughout the process have influenced the 
Variation/LPF development process. It summarises the reasoning for choosing the preferred alternatives 
associated with the final Variation/LPF instead other reasonable alternatives. The SEA Statement also presents 
detail on environmental mitigation and monitoring measures to be implemented.

The main purpose of the SEA Statement is to provide interested parties with a good and clear understanding of 
how the SEA process was carried out during the Variation/LPF development process and how SEA informed and 
supported the process.
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3.6 Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment

The environmental assessment undertaken was carried out in accordance with an Integrated Biodiversity 
Impact Assessment based methodology in accordance with the following EPA guidance documents:  

EPA (2012), Final Report: Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment, Streamlining AA, SEA and EIA 
Processes. Best Practice Guidance.
EPA (2013) Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment - Streamlining AA, SEA and EIA Processes - 
Practitioner's Manual.

The methodology employed facilitated the integration of SEA and AA processes relating to biodiversity impact 
assessment to ensure the effective, aligned and streamlined assessment of biodiversity impacts. The 
Variation/LPF development, SEA and AA processes - including scoping, baseline evaluation, impact assessment 
and mitigation/monitoring measure development processes - were carried out concurrently to facilitate holistic 
and complete assessment of biodiversity impacts. The effective communication and integration of scientific 
knowledge and analysis between assessments took place. The SEA was suitably informed by the analysis and 
conclusions in AA and vice versa. 

3.7 Outcomes of the SEA and AA Processes

The SEA and AA processes have facilitated the integration of environmental considerations into the 
Variation/LPF development process. Reasonable alternatives to the Variation/LPF have been assessed, and 
preferred alternatives identified, considering environmental factors. Environmental mitigation measures 
contributing towards environmental protection and management and sustainable development - in line with 
the wider legislative and plan/policy framework - have been integrated into the Arklow LPF.



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 27 of 114 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE

4.1 Introduction 

An evaluation and a characterisation of the current state of the environment likely to be affected by the LPF
was undertaken to inform the SEA process. This section of the SEA Environmental Report documents this 
evaluation. The following Environmental Components were considered during this evaluation:

Population and Human Health
Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna
Landscape, Seascape & Visual Amenity
Cultural Heritage - Archaeology & Architectural 
Soils 
Land Use
Air Quality & Noise
Water
Material Assets
Tourism & Recreation
Climate Change

Baseline environmental information for the Arklow LPF area was gathered using available environmental 
datasets. The evaluation of the baseline environment was informed by the SEA Scoping Report produced and 
the consultation responses received during the SEA Scoping process. It was also guided and informed by the in-
depth experience and expert judgement of the SEA Environmental Report Authors.

This section of the SEA Environmental Report included information on the state of the environment within the 
LPF area and the wider area, including maps of individual environmental components, environmental sensitivity 
mapping and a description of the baseline environment under the Environmental Components identified by the 
SEA Directive and transposing Regulations (i.e. population and human health, biodiversity and flora and fauna, 
soil, water, air and climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage, landscape and the interrelationship 
between these factors). Existing environmental matters which are relevant to the LPF area were identified and 
examined under each Environmental Component heading. The SEA Environmental Report also considered the 
wider zone of influence for the LPF beyond the LPF boundary or the strictly defined study area boundary for 
certain environmental components. 

Information provided in this section is based on readily available baseline data from web-based searches and 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) information. A key resource that has been used throughout the SEA 
process is the EPA’s SEA Spatial Information Sources Inventory.13 The data presented in this section of the SEA 
Environmental Report is as up-to-date and as accurate as possible and is presented in a readily accessible 
format, where possible.

13 Environmental Protection Agency. 2022. SEA Spatial Information Sources: Available at Strategic Environmental 
Assessment | Environmental Protection Agency (epa.ie)
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The interrelationships between Environmental Components are addressed throughout this section, as 
appropriate, under each Environmental Component heading. A summary of Environmental Component 
interrelationships is also provided.

This section of the SEA Environmental Report also examines the likely evolution of the baseline environmental 
in the absence of the Variation/LPF being implemented (i.e., in the 'do nothing' or 'do minimum' scenario).
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4.2 Population and Human Health

4.2.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

In the 2022 Census, the total population in Arklow Town was 13,399 persons,14 while the total population in 
Co. Wicklow was 155,851.15

Arklow is identified as a designated ‘self-sustaining growth town’ as being part of the Core Region16 by the 
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (referred to as EMRA RSES) 
2019-2031.17

There are features within the LPF which could influence the human environment in the area and interact with 
various environmental components.

With regard to human health, impacts relevant to the SEA are those which arise as a result of interactions with 
environmental vectors (i.e. environmental components such as air, water or soil through which contaminants 
or pollutants, which have the potential to cause harm, can be transported so that they come into contact with 
human beings). Hazards or nuisances to human health can arise as a result of exposure to these vectors arising 
from incompatible adjacent land uses, for example.

4.2.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Population and Human Health were as follows:

Infrastructure development may influence the human environment and land use in the urban setting 
of the area.
Recreational and development pressure on habitats and landscapes.
Upgrading or maintenance of existing infrastructure may cause temporary disruption to the local 
community, such as noise, dust, disruption to services/utilities and traffic etc., particularly if such 
development takes place in the town centre.
Population and development growth will potentially influence the energy, water supply and 
wastewater requirements within the area.
Impacts of economic and industrial development on settlement.
Recreational development at the Port location and in coastal areas may increase amenity value in 
those areas for people.
Development construction activities may generate air emissions, vibration or noise that may impact 
human health and well-being.

14 Central Statistics Office. 2022. F9011– Population (cso.ie) https://data.cso.ie/table/F9011  
15 Central Statistics Office. 2022. F1004A– Population (cso.ie) https://data.cso.ie/table/F1004A  
16 The Core Region contains a strong network of county and market towns that have a good level of local employment, 
services and amenities, which serve not just their resident populations but a wider catchment area.
17 Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2019-2031
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4.3 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna

4.3.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

The SEA considered available information on designated sites of conservation interest as well as protected 
species, ecological connectivity and non-designated habitats which have high ecological value. The SEA has also 
identified data sources which are appropriate to local, project level development and assessments. 

There are a number of considerations for nature conservation designations in the area, including:

Table 4-1: Designated Ecological Sites and Protected Species

Environmental 
Features

Description

UNESCO18 (United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation) World 
Heritage and 
Biosphere sites

There are no World Heritage or UNESCO designations within or within 
15km of Arklow Town and its environs.

National Parks National Parks are specially designated protected areas of unspoilt beauty 
and there are six located in Ireland. The primary purpose of the National 
Parks is the conservation of biodiversity and landscape; however, they also 
provide recreational space for locals and visitors. There is 1 National Park 
within 15km of the area; Wicklow Mountains National Park.

Nature Reserves19 A Nature Reserve is an area of importance to wildlife, which is protected 
under Ministerial order. There are currently 78 Statutory Nature Reserves. 
Most are owned by the State, but some are owned by organisations or 
private landowners. There are no designated Nature Reserves within the 
area, however there are 4 Nature Reserves within a 15km radius. These 
include Deputy's Pass Nature Reserve, Vale of Clara Nature Reserve, 
Glendalough Nature Reserve, and Glenealo Valley Nature Reserve.

Special Areas of 
Conservation20

(SACs)21

Designated under the Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora). There are no 
designated SACs within the area, however there are 6 existing SACs 
within a 15km radius. These include Slaney River Valley SAC, Deputy's 
Pass Nature Reserve SAC, Kilpatrick Sandhills SAC, Vale of Clara 
(Rathdrum Wood) SAC, Magherabeg Dunes SAC, and Buckroney-Brittas 
Dunes and Fen SAC.

Special Protection 
Areas22 (SPAs)23

Designated under the Birds Directive (EC Directive 200/147/EC on the 
conservation of wild birds). There are no designated SPAs within or within 
15km of the area.

18 Home - World Heritage Ireland
19 Nature Reserves in Ireland | National Parks & Wildlife Service (npws.ie)
20 Designated site data | National Parks & Wildlife Service (npws.ie)
21 Habitats Directive (1992/43/EEC) - habitats and species listed in Annex I and II
22 Designated site data | National Parks & Wildlife Service (npws.ie)
23 Birds Directive (2009/147/EEC)
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Environmental 
Features

Description

RAMSAR sites24 The Convention of Wetlands of International Importance, especially as 
Water Fowl Habitat, was established at Ramsar in 1971 and ratified by 
Ireland in 1984. The main aim of the Convention is to secure the 
designation by each contracting state of wetlands in its territory for 
inclusion in a list of wetlands of international importance for waterfowl. 
This entails the commitment of each contracting state to a policy of 
protection and management of the designated wetlands, and of 
formulating and implementing planning so as to promote the conservation 
of designated wetlands and, as far as possible, the wise use of wetlands in 
its territory. Ireland presently has 45 sites designated as Wetlands of 
International Importance, with surface areas of 66,994 hectares. There are 
no RAMSAR sites within or within 15km of the area.

Natural Heritage 
Areas25 (NHAs)

NHAs are designated due to their national conservation value for 
ecological and/or geological/geomorphological heritage. They cover 
nationally important semi-natural and natural habitats, landforms or 
geomorphological features, wildlife plant and animal species or a diversity 
of these natural attributes. NHAs are designated under the Wildlife 
(Amendment) Act 2000. There are no designated NHAs within or within 
15km of the area.

Proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas 
(pNHAs)26

pNHAs were published on a non-statutory basis in 1995 but have not since 
been statutorily proposed or designated. These sites are of significance for 
wildlife and habitats. There are 14 pNHAs within or within 15km of the 
area; Arklow Town Marsh, Arklow Sand Dunes, Avoca River Valley, 
Arklow Rock-Askintinny, Buckroney-Brittas Dunes and Fen, Kilpatrick 
Sandhills, Kilgorman River Marsh, Ballymoney Strand, Courtown Dunes 
and Glen, Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood), Glenealy Woods, Ballinacor 
Wood, Magherabeg Dunes, and Tommafinnoge Wood.

Tree Preservation 
Order (TPO)27

Tree Preservation Orders may be made under Section 45 of the Local 
Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1963 and subsequent acts. 
Part XIII of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 sets out the 
provisions for TPOs. TPOs can be made in the interest of amenity or the 
environment and allow for the protection of individual or groups of trees. 
There is 1 TPO within the area (Corsican Pine trees at Kynoch’s Lodge).

Flora Protection Order 
Sites28

The Flora (Protection) Order, 2022 (S.I. No. 235 of 2022) gives legal 
protection to 65 species of bryophytes in the Republic of Ireland (25 
liverworts and 40 mosses). The current list of plant species protected by 
Section 21 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 is set out in the Flora (Protection) 
Order, 2022, which supersedes orders made in 1980, 1987, 1999 and 2015. 
There are 2 designated Flora Protection Order Sites within 15km of the 
area; these include Pallis Bridge (Hamatocaulis vernicosus) and Tigroney 
West (Cephaloziella nicholsonii).

24 Ramsar Sites - Datasets - data.gov.ie
25 Natural Heritage Areas (NHA) | National Parks & Wildlife Service (npws.ie)
26 EPA Maps  
27 Wicklow County Council Tree Preservation Orders 2022
28 Flora Protection Order Map Viewer (npws.ie)  
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Environmental 
Features

Description

Wildfowl 
Sanctuaries29

(see S.I. 192 of 1979)

Wildfowl Sanctuaries are areas that have been excluded from the ‘Open 
Season Order’ so that game birds can rest and feed undisturbed. There are 
68 sanctuaries in the State. Shooting of game birds is not allowed in these 
sanctuaries. There are no Wildfowl Sanctuaries within or within 15km of 
the area.

Salmonid Waters30 Salmonid waters are designated and protected as under the European 
Communities (Quality of Salmonid Waters) Regulations 1988 (SI No. 293 of 
1988). Designated Salmonid Waters are capable of supporting salmon 
(Salmo salar), trout (Salmo trutta), char (Salvelinus) and whitefish 
(Coregonus). There are no salmonid waters within or within 15km of the 
area.

OSPAR Marine 
Protected Areas31

(MPA)

Under the OSPAR Convention to Protect the Marine Environment of the 
North East Atlantic, Ireland committed to establishing marine protected 
areas to protect biodiversity (i.e., OSPAR MPAs). There are currently 19 
OSPAR sites proposed in the State. There are no MPAs within 15km of the 
area.

CORINE Landcover32 Land cover is the observed physical cover, as seen from the ground or 
through remote sensing, including for example natural or planted 
vegetation, water and human constructions which cover the earth's 
surface. The most dominant land cover types are continuous urban 
fabric, inland wetlands, forest and agricultural areas.

Additionally, the SEA considered non-designated sites for impacts with regard to aspects such as:

Table 4-2: Ecological Connectivity and Non-designated Habitats

Description

Ecological connectivity 
and networks (including 
stepping stones and 
corridors)

Coastal systems, riparian habitats, hedgerow, and other blue and green 
infrastructure networks. Ecological connectivity and networks will be a key 
consideration along with invasive species - particularly those listed on the Third 
Schedule to the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011 [S.I.477/2011].

Other sites of high 
biodiversity value or 
ecological importance

Semi-natural habitats in National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) national 
surveys (native woodlands, reef systems, tidal habitats, grasslands, peatlands etc.).
Trees and woodlands of national importance have been identified.

The SEA made use of available data sources including those from the NPWS, the EPA’s Framework National 
Ecological Network for Ireland and CORINE land cover mapping. 

29 Wildfowl Sanctuaries | National Parks & Wildlife Service (npws.ie)
30 Register of Protected Areas - Salmonid Water Regs Table - Datasets - data.gov.ie
31 OSPAR Convention to Protect the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic, Ireland committed to establishing 
marine protected areas to protect biodiversity
32 EPA Maps
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The SEA was informed by the findings of the AA and followed elements of Integrated Biodiversity Assessment 
with reference made to the EPA’s 2013 Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment - Streamlining AA, SEA and 
EIA Processes: Practitioner’s Manual. 

As well as considerations related to European sites - a focus was placed on protected species outside of these 
designations such as bats33, breeding birds34, badgers35 etc. as well as all related species listed within the Flora 
(Protection) Order, 2022 (S.I. No. 235 of 2022).36

4.3.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna were as follows:

Route selection and classification criteria in the development of blueways and greenways due to the 
largely linear nature of these developments.
The potential for effects on non-designated biodiversity features e.g. important habitats and species 
outside designated sites - particularly with regard to barriers to movement and displacement.
The potential for effects on protected areas: National and European sites (e.g. SACs, SPAs) and other 
Conservation Interest Sites e.g. refuge for fauna or flora, wildfowl reserves.
The potential to spread invasive species.
The potential impact on habitats and species where greenfield lands have been zoned for 
development.
The potential impact development may have on the Arklow Town Marsh pNHA, which is located 
centrally in the town of Arklow.
Potential impact of development on flora species listed under the Flora (Protection) Order, 2022 (S.I. 
No. 235 of 2022).
Opportunities to promote green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and biodiversity net gain. 

33 The Habitats Directive (1992/43/EEC) and Birds Directive (2009/147/EEC) provides legal protection for habitats and 
species of European importance. The overall aim of the Habitat and Birds Directives are to maintain or restore the 
“favourable conservation status” of habitats and species of European Community Interest. These habitats and species 
are listed in the Habitats and Birds Directives (Habitats Directive as above and Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation 
of wild birds) with Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated to afford
protection to the most vulnerable among them. These two designations are collectively known and referred to as 
European sites. Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directives set out the decision-making tests for plans and projects 
likely to affect such sites. Article 6(3) establishes the requirement for AA. These requirements are implemented in the 
Republic of Ireland by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). Further to the requirements of considerations related to European 
sites protected Annex IV of the Habitats Directive identifies priority species which are afforded protection in their own 
right - these include all Irish species of bats. Bats are also protected under the Irish Wildlife Acts, 1976 and 2000.
34 Irish Wildlife Acts, 1976 (as amended)
35 Irish Wildlife Act 1976 (as amended) and Bern Convention Appendix III
36 Which gives legal protection to 68 species of vascular plants 65 species of bryophytes in the Republic of Ireland (25 
liverworts and 40 mosses). The current list of plant species protected by Section 21 of the Wildlife Acts is set out in the 
Flora (Protection) Order, 1999 (as amended).
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4.4 Landscape, Seascape and Visual Amenity

County Wicklow is endowed with a variety of landscape ‘types’ formed naturally over time and through the 
interactions of humans with the natural environment producing a variety of characteristic landscapes and 
landscape features. Arklow is the third largest town in the county. The current Landscape Character 
Assessment37 for Wicklow divides the County into 15 Landscape Areas within six Landscape Categories. Arklow 
falls into a few of these categories and other designations for prospects and views have been identified as 
presented in the table below.

Table 4-3: Landscape Environmental Features of Significance

Environmental 
Features

Description Significance

Views of Special 
Amenity Value or 
Special Interest

R750 Wicklow to Arklow Prospect towards sea from Coast Road

L6171 and L2172 at Barraniskey, 
Arklow

Prospects of Webbs River Valley and Arklow

R747 Vale of Avoca east of 
Woodenbridge

Prospects of both sets of Vale of Avoca 
including Avoca River Valley

L-2180-48 from Raheen to Sheepwalk Prospect of Vale of Avoca

Wicklow 
Landscape 
Categories and 
Areas

Coastal Areas Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty - The Southern 
Coastline

Coastline from Glen Turn to Arklow Rock
Arklow Rock/Askintinny NHA

Rolling Lowlands - Area 6 Lands west of Arklow adjoining the foothills of 
Croghan Mountain

The following information sources were considered when assessing effects on Landscape, Seascape and Visual 
Amenity.

Arklow Town environmental sensitivity mapping
The National Landscape Strategy (NLS) for Ireland
Tree Preservation Orders
Forest cover/Indicative Forest Strategies38

Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028
Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 - Appendix 5: Landscape Assessment 2016 – 2022

37 Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028, Chapter 17.3: Landscape
38 Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
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4.4.1 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Landscape, Seascape and Visual Amenity were as follows:

Effects of infrastructure projects (e.g., renewable energy development, linear transport projects) on 
areas of designated landscape quality and views and prospects, in particular in coastal areas.
Impact of significantly scaled residential and commercial development on general visual amenity in 
the vicinity of these developments and wider landscape character.
Effects of tourism and recreational development on landscape character and visual amenity at 
coastal locations.

4.5 Cultural Heritage - Archaeological and Architectural

Archaeological sites are legally protected.39 One of the primary sources of information for known archaeological 
features is the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).40 The RMP is an inventory of sites and areas of 
archaeological significance. 

There are 22 archaeological sites within Arklow Town. Churches, graveyards, and wells are the among most 
common recorded monuments and sites of significant archaeological, historic, and cultural importance within 
the Parea. The locations of the known archaeological sites are detailed in Figure 4-6. In addition, a large part of 
the town is a designated archaeological area.

This report includes information on the architectural heritage of Arklow town including that relating to 
designations such as the Record of Protected Structures (RPS). Local authorities compile and maintain the 
RPSs41; these RPSs are listed in the County Development Plans and some are available in digital map format. 
The RPS for WCC can be found in Appendix 4 of the WCDP. There are 40 entries to the RPS within Arklow Town,42

which include many notable structures such as St. Saviours Church and Fr. Michael Murphy statue and other 
local features that contribute to the architectural heritage of the area.

It is acknowledged that the register of protected structures documented in CDPs may not represent all 
Ministerial recommended sites/structures which are included in the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH).43 The purpose of the NIAH is to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 heritage of Ireland 
and there are over 50,000 listings on the NIAH in Ireland (DAHRRG, 2022). These provisions include historic 
gardens, designed landscapes and underwater archaeological heritage44. 

39 National Monuments Acts 1930 (as amended), the National Cultural Institutions Act 1997 (as amended) and the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
40 Data available at National Monuments Service - Archaeological Survey of Ireland - Datasets - data.gov.ie
41 Under Section 51 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).
42 Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028
43 Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 (as amended) 
Data available at National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) National Dataset - Datasets - data.gov.ie  
44 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 2015. Advice to the Public on Ireland’s Underwater 
Archaeological Heritage
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The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has developed the Heritage Ireland 203045 plan, 
published in February 2022, serving the purpose of informing the decision-making process. An Architectural 
Conservation Area (ACA) is a place, area, group of structures or townscape designated for its special 
characteristics and distinctive features. An ACA may or may not include Protected Structures. In an ACA, 
protection is placed on the external appearance of such areas or structures. There are no ACAs within the 
Arklow area however.

The following information sources were considered when assessing effects on Cultural Heritage - Archaeological 
and Architectural: 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (including underwater archaeology such as 
wreck data)46

National Monuments Service (including the Underwater Unit)
Built Heritage and Architectural Policy Section (the NIAH)47

Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028
Heritage Council
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

4.5.1 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Cultural Heritage were as follows:

The potential impact of development on existing and unknown archaeological sites, architectural 
heritage sites, protected structures, and historic street character, including on the context of the 
Georgian merchant houses present in Arklow town centre.
The potential impact of greenfield development on archaeological remains.
The regeneration of commercial units and buildings in the town centre may impact on conservation 
status of protected structure.

45 Available at Heritage Ireland 2030 | gov.ie/housing (www.gov.ie)
46 Available at Wreck Viewer | National Monuments Service (archaeology.ie)
47 Data available at National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) National Dataset - Datasets - data.gov.ie  
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4.6 Soils

4.6.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

The types of soils found covering the LPF area48 include the following:

Table 4-4: Soil Types Covering the County

Soil Type Description

Urban soils Urban soils are soils which have been disturbed, transported, or manipulated by human 
activity in the urban environment and are often overlain by a non-agricultural, man-
made surface layer that has been produced by mixing, filling or by contamination of 
land surfaces in urban and suburban areas. These soils are found mainly in proximity to 
built-up parts of the town.

Gleys Gleys are soils showing the effects of poor drainage and have developed as a result of 
permanent or intermittent water logging. This may be due to a high-water table, to a 
‘perched’ water table caused by the impervious nature of the soil itself, or to seepage of 
runoff from slopes. Most gleys have poor physical conditions, resulting in restricted 
growth in spring and autumn. These are the principal soils found underlying the entire 
area. 

Grey-Brown 
Podzolics

Grey-Brown podzolic soils are characterised by a comparatively thin organic covering 
and an organic-mineral layer above a greyish brown leached layer. These soils underlie 
the entire area as secondary soils.

Alluvial soils These are associated with alluvial (clay, silt, or sand) river deposits. These are found in 
the flood plains of rivers and streams.

The audit of County Geological Sites in Wicklow was completed in 2014 and identified 2 County Geological Sites 
5km from the area;49 these include Goldmines River and Snugborough. Previous Landslide Events and Landslide 
Susceptibility Mapping sources was considered by the SEA.

The SEA of Soils utilised information from the following sources:

Geological Survey Ireland (GSI)
Teagasc
Infomar50

EPA

48 Teagasc.ie. General Soil Map.
49 Geological Survey of Ireland (2014) The Geological Heritage of Wicklow.
50 Seabed and Sediment Data | Infomar
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There is no legislation solely directed to soil protection in Ireland. In 2006, the European Commission (EC) 
developed a Soil Thematic Strategy that aims to protect soils and ensure the sustainable use of soils across 
Europe. Although a proposal for a Soil Framework Directive was withdrawn in 2014, the importance of 
sustainable soil management was recognised in the Seventh Environment Action Programme, where 
sustainable land management is to be achieved by 2020.

4.6.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Soils were as follows:

Potential for construction activities impacting soil resources.
Impacts to soils (land) vulnerable to erosion, including at coastal zones.
Potential for unearthing contaminated material which will need to be managed.
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4.7 Land Use

4.7.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

Information on land use in Arklow Town has been obtained from the CORINE Land Cover (CLC) inventory and 
Ireland's Marine Atlas.51 These data sources have archives which document land use change as well as existing 
land use. 

The CORINE database is the dominant land use database; however, some sectors have additional spatial data 
resources such as forestry. The Forestry Service have produced a GIS based Forest Inventory Planning System 
(FIPS) to act as an aid in the long-term spatial planning of national forest, and to provide guidance to forestry 
grants. Additional sources of further land use data include the NPWS52. 

The SEA has considered land use impacts - utilising data from sources such as:

CORINE Land Cover Database
Teagasc
EPA
NPWS
Forest Service
Marine Institute
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)
GSI data
Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028

4.7.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Land Use were as follows:

Potential constraints and impacts on existing residential and commercial development, during the 
construction and operational phases of significantly scaled development in the area.
Impacts on land use dynamics due to the development of additional transport infrastructure in the 
town and its environs.

51 Available at Ireland's Marine Atlas
52 Sources such as the Lesser Horseshoe Bat Species Action Plan 2022-2026, Draft National Peatland Strategy, Draft
Raised Bog SAC Management Plan, and Draft Raised Bog NHAs Review.
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4.8 Air Quality and Noise

4.8.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

The Air Quality in Ireland 2023 report prepared by the EPA identifies that:

Air quality in Ireland is generally good, however, there are concerning localised issues that are 
negatively impacting the air we breathe.
Air quality monitoring results in 2022 show that the main pollutants are fine particulate matter 
(PM2.5) from solid fuel combustion and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) from vehicle emissions/traffic. 
People’s health and the health of our environment is impacted by these pollutants.
Ireland is not on track to achieve its ambition, set out in the National Clean Air Strategy, to meet the 
health-based World Health Organisation (WHO) air quality guideline limits by 2026.

The National Clean Air Strategy (DECC, 2023) referred to the most recent projections by the EPA in 2022 and 
states that Ireland is on track to meet the majority of EU commitments for national emissions levels by 2030, 
and there was only one exceedance of EU ambient air quality limit values since 2010.

Under the Clean Air for Europe Directive [Directive 2008/50/EC], EU member states must designate ‘Zones’ for 
the purpose of managing air quality. For Ireland, four zones were defined in the Air Quality Standards 
Regulations (2011). The Arklow area lies within ‘Zone D - Rural Ireland'. There are no air monitoring stations 
within or within 15km of the area, however the nearest stations are located in Carlow Town and Enniscorthy. 
The current air quality in both locations are identified by the EPA as being of Good53 status. 

The EEA54 states that ‘environmental noise can be defined as unwanted or harmful outdoor sound.’ The EU Noise 
Directive (2002/49/EC) relates to the assessment and management of environmental noise.55 This Directive 
called for the development of strategic noise maps and action plans for major roads, railways, airports, and 
cities. Existing noise related impacts can be seen in Figure 4-10. This has been considered throughout the SEA 
processes in the development of the LPF.  

The SEA considered Air Quality and Noise using data from the following sources:

EPA
WHO

53 EPA AirQuality.ie - 26/02/2024
54 EEA. 2022. Noise Data Briefing. Available at : Noise — European Environment Agency (europa.eu). 
55 This was transposed into Irish national legislation via the Environmental Noise Regulations (S. I. No. 140 of 2006). 
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4.8.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Air Quality and Noise are as follows:

The construction of residential, commercial/industrial, transport or energy related development 
may have a negative impact on local air quality and create noise pollution.
Energy related development may have impacts on noise pollution, particularly towards sensitive 
receptors which are in close proximity.
Existing noise from the M/N11 may impact on proposed residential development.
Active travel development may support improvements in local air quality in the town.
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4.9 Water

4.9.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) (2000/60/EC) establishes a framework for the protection of both 
surface and groundwater. Transposing legislation outlines the water protection and water management 
measures required in Ireland to maintain high status of waters where it exists and to prevent any deterioration 
in existing water status. The second cycle of the River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) ran from 2018-2021, 
where separate plans were devised for all eight River Basin Districts (RBDs) with the objective of achieving at 
least ‘good’ status for all waters by 2027. The third cycle of the River Basin Management Plan, The Water Action 
Plan 2024, was published in 2024.  

Water quality data is collected by the EPA.56 The LPF area is located within the Avoca-Vartry catchment. The 
Southwestern Irish Sea lies on the west of Arklow Town’s coastline. The WFD status of coastal water bodies 
(2016-2021) for Southwestern Irish Sea - Brittas Bay is of high status. The WFD status of transitional water 
bodies (2016-2021) for Avoca Estuary is identified as being of moderate status. However, the latest River Q 
Value for the 'Avoca-Arklow Br' river monitoring station is of bad status.

The EU Groundwater Directive (2006/118/EC) uses a holistic approach to groundwater by addressing the 
relationships between groundwater, surface water and ecological receptors. Groundwater is considered by its 
ecological status, which is based on two assessments: chemical and quantitative status. Both of these need to 
be in good condition for the overall water body to be classified as good. 

Pressures on waterbodies that are failing to meet the WFD’s overall objective of ‘good’ status will be identified 
by the SEA. The SEA will also provide information on aquifer vulnerability, aquifer productivity and entries to 
the WFD’s Registers of Protected Areas.

The WFD groundwater status (2016-2021) underlying the area is identified as being of good status.

The WFD status of rivers and streams (2016-2021) draining the area ranges from high (i.e. Templerainy Stream), 
to good (i.e. Kilmurry Stream) and to moderate (sections of rivers and streams including Avoca, Ballyduff 
Stream).

Certain areas across Arklow Town and Environs are at risk of flooding from various sources including 
groundwater, pluvial, fluvial, estuarial, and coastal. There are various historic and predictive indicators of flood 
risk in the area, including along Avoca Estuary, Templerainy Stream, Kilmurry Stream, and Ballyduff Stream. The 
Arklow Flood Relief Scheme is being progressed to address and reduce flood risk in the area.

The GSI rates groundwaters according to both their productivity and vulnerability to pollution. Aquifer 
vulnerability refers to the ease with which pollutants of various kinds can enter into groundwater. The 
vulnerability of aquifers underlying the area are mapped on Figure 4-16. The GSI also rates aquifers based on 
the hydrogeological characteristics and on the value of the groundwater resource. This is referred to as aquifer 
productivity and is mapped on Figure 4-17. 

56 EPA Maps. Water.
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The Water assessment has utilised information from the following sources:

EPA and Marine Institute - WFD Data.
GSI data on groundwaters, aquifers and bedrock information.
Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study and associated FRMPs (OPW, 
as reviewed 2022).
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) Mapping57 (OPW).

4.9.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Water were as follows:

Potential pressures and impacts on water body status from construction and development works 
(i.e. increased sedimentation and accidental spillage/run-off).
Greenfield development inadvertently contributing to flood risk.
Linear development, including road and active travel projects impacting on hydrological conditions 
and water body status.
Significantly scaled development impacting upon hydrological/hydrogeological regimes.

57 OPW (2022) Flood risk maps and data platform - Available at https://www.floodinfo.ie/map/floodmaps/
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4.10 Material Assets

4.10.1 Characteristics of the Environmental Baseline

Key material assets covered by the SEA include archaeological and architectural heritage, and natural resources 
of economic value, such as soil,58, air and water.  

Other level material assets include transport infrastructure, power generation plants and supply networks, 
water supply, wastewater treatment infrastructure and waste disposal sites among others. Potential 
opportunities and conflicts associated with these assets were considered in the SEA. 

4.10.2 Water Services

4.10.2.1 Wastewater

Wastewater demand and capacity information at settlements that were considered by the SEA, where available, 
includes: 

Population served.
Loading.
Capacity.
Level of treatment.
Spare capacity or shortfall.
Compliance with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.
Wastewater infrastructure investment needs.

The EPA produces annual reports on the treatment of urban wastewater from cities, towns, and urban 
communities. The latest EPA 2023 report59 'Urban Wastewater Treatment in 2022' identifies the priority areas 
where resources must be targeted, in order to protect the environment from the harmful effects of wastewater 
and deliver environmental improvements where they are most needed. Based on the EPA’s assessment of 
monitoring information provided by Uisce Éireann and the enforcement activities carried out by the EPA, this 
report identifies urban areas with the most important environmental issues that must be addressed. Arklow 
Town is listed as a priority area.60 The new Arklow Wastewater Treatment Plant was constructed and 
commissioned in early 2025. This plant provide substantial wastewater treatment capacity for the area. Public 
water supply for the Arklow area is sourced from various sources, including the impounding reservoir at the 
water treatment works at Ballyduff, the Goldmine River (Woodenbridge) and groundwater sources. 

58 Soil and geological resources were considered under this topic including with respect to mineral locations and 
aggregate potential.
59 Available at Monitoring & Assessment: Wastewater | Environmental Protection Agency (epa.ie)
60 Available at Compliance & Enforcement: Wastewater | Environmental Protection Agency (epa.ie)



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 68 of 114 

4.10.2.2 Surface Water Drainage

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) can minimise the quantity and increase the quality of surface water runoff 
as well as mitigating adverse impacts of climate change. SuDS can also provide amenity and biodiversity 
benefits.

4.10.3 Waste Management

The Waste Management Act 1996 requires local authorities to make a waste management plan either 
individually or collectively for their functional areas. In 2015, Arklow Town was guided by the Eastern-Midlands 
Waste Management Plan 2015-2021 which provided the framework for solid waste management in the region. 
Post 2021, waste management in Ireland is guided by the first National Waste Management Plan for a Circular 
Economy, which replaces the existing regional plans. This plan sets out a framework for the prevention and 
management of waste in Ireland for the period 2023 to 2029. 

The most recent Circular Economy and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2022 provides a legal basis to support the 
circular transition by: 1) incentivising the use of reusable and recyclable alternatives to a range of wasteful 
single-use disposable packaging and other items, 2) re-designating Ireland’s existing Environment Fund as a 
Circular Economy Fund, 3) requiring mandatory segregation and incentivised charging for commercial waste, 
similarly to the system that already exists for the household market, and 4) improving our national regulatory 
processes, to encourage the safe and sustainable re-use of materials instead of treating them as wastes.

4.10.4 Transport 

Arklow Town is by-passed by the M11 and a number of regional roads, namely R747, R772, and R750. The town 
is served by the intercity Dublin Connolly - Rosslare Europort rail line and local connections to metropolitan 
commuter towns. Further to this, Bus Éireann provides several routes through Arklow, including the 002 and 
183 services. The Wexford Bus operates several services day and night linking Arklow and Wicklow Town with 
Dublin Airport.

The EMRA RSES 2019-2031 identifies that Local Transport Plans will be made for Arklow, as part of Regional 
Policy Objective (RPO) 8.6 of the document.

4.10.5 Green Infrastructure

Green infrastructure (GI) is a crucial component in building resilient communities capable of adapting to the 
consequences of climate change with trees, woodlands and wetlands providing carbon capture and slowing 
water flows while improving air quality. The GI strategy for Wicklow is to reinforce GI assets to support the 
creation of a more climate resilient environment which in turn contributes significantly to climate adaptation 
and mitigation.

Important existing GI assets within Arklow include the Arklow –, Arklow Rock-Askintinny, Arklow Sand Dunes, 
Arklow Town Marsh, and Avoca River Valley. All of the natural and built heritage assets are also important green 
infrastructure resources that form part of the overall green infrastructure strategy for the town. Facilitating the 
protection and enhancement of these assets is vital in the overall development of the town.
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4.10.6 Public Assets and Infrastructure

Public assets and infrastructure that have the potential to be impacted upon by the LPF, if unmitigated, include 
settlements; resources such as public open spaces, parks, and recreational areas; public buildings and services; 
transport and utility infrastructure (electricity, gas, telecommunications, water supply, waste water 
infrastructure etc.); forestry; and natural resources that are covered under other topics such as water and soil. 

4.10.7 Land

The LPF has the potential to assist with the reuse and regeneration of brownfield sites thereby contributing 
towards sustainable mobility and reducing the need to develop greenfield lands and associated adverse 
environmental effects. Brownfield lands are generally located within urban/suburban areas.

4.10.8 Coastline

The Wicklow coastline extends for a distance of approximately 60 km and stretches from the Bray Seafront to 
Kilmichael Point approximately 5.5 km south of Arklow. The WFD coastal waterbody of Arklow is the 
Southwestern Irish Sea - Brittas Bay (IE_EA_140_0000). This WFD coastal waterbody has been designated to be 
of ‘High’ Status (2016-2021).

Coastal waters are important for tourism, for bathing waters and for supporting marine wildlife. In accordance 
with Directive 2014/89/EC (Establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning), the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage, published the National Marine Planning Framework in July 2021. This 
Framework establishes a national strategy for the strategic planning and sustainable development in the 
maritime area for the purpose of achieving ecological, economic and social priorities (managing marine assets). 
Common terrestrial / marine policy areas include renewable energy, electricity networks, coastal and flood 
defences, fishing and aquaculture, ports and harbours, public access, tourism and recreation, protected sites 
and species, seascape and landscape.

The most recent EPA report on bathing water quality, ‘Bathing Water Quality in Ireland – A Report for the Year 
2024’, outlines the status of Irish Seawater and Freshwater Bathing Areas. Arklow South Beach is situated 
between Clogga Beach (c. 3.5 km to the south) and Brittas Bay South (c. 10km to the north). Although Arklow 
South Beach was not included in the latest Bathing Quality in Ireland Report, monitoring was carried out at both 
Clogga Beach and Brittas Bay South. Both Clogga Beach and Brittas Bay South were classified as having 
‘Excellent’ bathing water quality.

4.10.9 Renewable Energy Potential

Under EU Directive 2001/77/EC Renewable Energy, renewable energy sources are defined as renewable non-
fossil energy sources such as, but not limited to wind, solar, geothermal, wave, tidal, hydropower, biomass, 
landfill gas, sewage treatment plant gas, biogases and biochar (i.e., the thermal treatment of natural organic 
materials in an oxygen-limited environment). Available information on renewable energy potential within and 
adjacent to the Arklow area.

Two Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) facilities have been granted planning consent - one at 
Avoca River Park and one at Kish Business Park in Arklow. 
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Data centre owner and operator Echelon Data Centres and green energy developer SSE Renewables have also 
been granted planning consent for the development of a joint 220kV substation at the Avoca River Business 
Park in Arklow. The new infrastructure will facilitate the development of Ireland’s first large-scale offshore wind 
farm, off the coast of Co. Wicklow with an export capacity of 520MW, and Echelon’s DUB20 (Arklow) 100MW 
data centre. 

It is anticipated further energy related development will be carried out in the environs of the town.

4.10.9.1 Energy Related Material Assets and Infrastructure

According to SEAI (202461), Ireland’s primary energy consumption from fossil fuels, measured in tonnes of oil 
equivalent (toe), decreased by 4.5% compared to 2022 figures. Transportation and residential represented the 
highest resource demand. The generation of renewable energy has been increasing over the past ten years, 
with a growth in the electricity generated from wind farms to 33.7%62 in 2023. All traditional power plants are 
in a process of transition to renewable/sustainable sources to align with the targets in the Climate Action Plan 
2023. 

The SEA of Material Assets utilised information from the following sources:

Department of Defence
Department of Housing, Local Government, and Heritage (DHLGH)63

EPA - marine disposal sites
Electricity Supply Board (ESB)
Iarnród Éireann
Irish Bioenergy Association (IrBEA)
Irish Solar Energy Association (ISEA)
Irish Wind Energy Association (IWEA)
Marine Atlas (for shipping port and route data)
Ports Authority
SEAI
SFPA
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)
Uisce Éireann
Waterways Ireland

61 SEAI 2024. Energy in Ireland 2024 Report. Available at https://www.seai.ie/sites/default/files/publications/energy-in-
ireland-2024.pdf  
62 SEAI 2024. Latest Energy Trends in Ireland. Available at https://www.seai.ie/data-and-insights/seai-statistics/key-
publications/energy-in-ireland
63 Energy Offshore Renewable - Datasets - data.gov.ie
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4.10.10 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Material Assets were as follows:

Economic growth and development as well as increased uptake of Electric Vehicles and associated 
the associated development of EV infrastructure have the potential to increase energy demand 
within the area significantly.
Increased residential and commercial development in the area may impact upon material assets 
such as energy and water supply or wastewater treatment capacity.
Demands for linear infrastructure development (i.e. active travel routes) and improved transport 
connectivity to neighbouring settlements.
Demands for increased renewable energy infrastructure and associated connection networks.
Effects on sensitive receptors with increased demands for active travel/green/renewable 
infrastructure, in particular during the construction phase.
The potential for effects on existing green and blue infrastructure and key ecological corridors from 
inappropriate development.

4.11 Tourism and Recreation

4.11.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

Tourism and recreation are influenced by a range of factors in Ireland. International tourism has increased in 
recent years. Failte Ireland has recently published their four brand strategies64 which will define the spatial 
scope and spread of future tourism developments within Ireland. Wicklow hosts ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ and the 
success of the brand strategy will result in infrastructure demands to previously less trafficked areas. At a county 
level, Wicklow County Council had developed a number of local strategies, such as the Wicklow Tourism 
Strategy & Marketing Plan 2018–2023, County Wicklow Statement of Tourism Strategy 2017 – 2026, and County 
Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Strategy 2020 - 2025. Arklow has been identified as one of the key towns to be 
developed as a visitor hub. Cultural Heritage sites also support heritage-related tourism and recreation, see 
Section 4.5. Landscape is also an important aspect in terms of Tourism, see Section 4.4. 

The assessment of Tourism and Recreation utilised the following information sources:

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
Central Statistics Office (CSO)
Recreational sailing groups and ferry operators
Fáilte Ireland
National Trails Office

64 Wild Atlantic Way, Dublin's a Breath of Fresh Air, Ireland's Ancient East and Ireland's Hidden Heartlands
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4.11.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Tourism and Recreation are as follows:

Green infrastructure development may have the potential to restrict or reduce the quality of 
resources important for recreation and/or tourism including angling facilities, boating activities 
and/or associated resources.
The promotion or development of blueways and greenways could add additional loading pressures 
in terms of visitor interactions at sensitive areas such as trampling, disturbance, erosion, and 
littering.
Recreation and tourism development may impact on sensitive receptors, particularly in coastal 
zones.

4.12 Climate Change

4.12.1 Characterisation of the Environmental Baseline

The recent Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 was established to provide for 
the approval of plans by the Government in relation to climate change. This aims at pursuing the transition to 
a climate resilient, biodiversity rich and climate neutral economy by no later than the end of the year 2050. 
Ireland’s Climate Action Plan 2023 sets out Ireland’s national and sectoral targets in this regard. 

As part of the Climate Act, Arklow Town has been selected as County Wicklow’s decarbonisation zone. A 
baseline emissions inventory has been developed for the town; in which results show that the top 3 carbon-
emitting sectors are 1) residential, 2) transport, and 3) commercial.

Future changes in climate and associated impacts on sea level, rainfall patterns/intensity and river flow will 
influence flooding frequency and extent in the future. Local Authorities in compliance with the Regional 
Planning Guidelines are attempting to adopt sustainable flood risk strategies in areas likely to be at risk of 
flooding in the future in the context of climate change and changing weather patterns. Changes to climate could 
lead to an increase in flooding events in Ireland. The OPW has undertaken a number of Flood Risk Management 
Studies for different River Basin Districts (RBDs) in Ireland. These studies have identified the areas which are 
most at risk and future management plans have been advised; these are adopted by the OPW. In some cases, 
mitigation measures will involve the construction of physical flood defences.

The SEA considered data related to climate from the following sources:

Arklow Decarbonisation Zone Implementation Plan 2022
Climate Change Advisory Council's Annual Review 2023
CFRAM Studies65

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications
EPA
Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029.  

65 Office of Public Works (2021) Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme gov.ie - 
CFRAM Programme (www.gov.ie)
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4.12.2 Key Considerations

The key considerations in relation to Climate Change were as follows:

SEA processes can be utilized to maximize positive climate effects and co-benefits associated with 
the LPF. 
The potential impact of changes in climate, including climate related flood risk, should be factored 
into the LPF. 
The potential impact of development supported by the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone 
Implementation Plan (e.g., EV Charging Infrastructure, road space reallocation, district heating 
proposals, energy efficiency retrofitting, rooftop solar panel development etc.) should be considered 
during the SEA process. 
The climate change impact of development (construction phase embodied carbon, operational 
phase greenhouse gas emissions) should be considered.
Opportunities to promote green/net zero buildings/development. 
Opportunities to promote carbon sequestration and enhanced land use. 

4.13 Constraints and Opportunities

The environmental baseline data was overlaid in raster form and ranked accordingly to produce an overall 
constraints and opportunities map for the area. The map was prepared using Geographical Information System 
(GIS) software that allowed for a weighting system to be applied with differentiation in certain layers as follows: 

Vector Layer Weighting Rationale

SAC 1 Protected

SPA 1 Protected

NHA 1 Protected

pNHA 0.5 Not fully protected

Archaeological Heritage 1 Protected

WFD High 0.5 High quality most sensitive to perturbation

Wells and Springs 1 Protected

Groundwater High 1 High vulnerability most sensitive to perturbation

Salmonid Water 1 Protected

Where the mapping shows a concentration of environmental sensitivities there is an increased likelihood that 
development or activities supported by LPF will conflict with these sensitivities and cause environmental 
deterioration. However, the occurrence of environmental sensitivities does not preclude development or 
activities; rather it flags at a strategic level that the mitigation measures - which have been integrated into the 
LPF - will need to be complied with in order to ensure that the implementation of the LPF contributes towards 
environmental protection.
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4.14 Evolution of the Baseline Environment without the implementation of the Variation/LPF

The SEA Directive requires that consideration is given to the likely evolution of the baseline environment in the 
event the Variation/LPF is not progressed and implemented. In the event the Variation/LPF was not 
implemented; the baseline environment would primarily evolve in line with the development management 
standards and environmental protection criteria defined in WCDP, which is the primary development control 
framework relevant to the study area. The baseline environment would also be strongly influenced by higher-
order plans relevant to the area, including the Climate Action Plan, the Water Action Plan and the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan.

In the absence of the Arklow LPF, development in Arklow would not be subject to an appropriately focused 
local area framework of planning control, which is necessary for a settlement of its size and given the levels of 
development and change predicted for the area. A greater risk of improper planning and unsustainable 
development occurring around the area would exist in that case. This scenario also increases the risk of 
significant adverse environmental effects occurring due to the carrying out of inappropriate development, such 
as adverse effects on the following:

Population and Human Health – e.g., through reductions in residential amenity, noise, dust. 
Biodiversity – e.g., loss of valuable habitat, habitat fragmentation, impacts on protected species. 
Landscape Character and Visual Amenity – e.g., loss of scenic value and visual amenity in the area. 
Cultural Heritage – e.g., diminishment of built heritage including protected structures and historic 
fabric.
Soils – e.g., ground contamination, impacts on soil structure and function.
Land use – e.g., unsustainable and incoherent land use, urban sprawl. 
Air Quality and Noise – e.g., generation of air and noise emissions resulting in significant negative 
effects on people.
Water – e.g., the carrying out development that contributes to polluting emissions to waters or 
increased flood risk.
Material Assets – e.g., the failure to provide appropriates services to the development carried out in 
the area (e.g., water supply, wastewater services).
Tourism and recreation – e.g., the diminishment of recreation assets in the area
Climate Change – e.g., failure to provide a suitable framework for compact growth and sustainable 
transport – resulting in a failure to contribute to the reduction of Energy and Residential sector 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions.
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5. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES

The SEA Directive states that an SEA should also look at 'the environmental protection objectives, established at 
international, Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way 
those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.' 
The identification of environmental protection objectives relevant to a plan (or plan variation in this case)
provide the basis for evaluating the significance of impacts during the SEA process. All environmental protection 
objectives relevant to the Variation/LPF were identified. Further information on other P/P's that define 
environmental protection objectives relevant to the LPF is provided in Appendix 1 to this document.

Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures which facilitate the development of 
targets against which the environmental effects of a plan or programme can be assessed. They are based on 
wider environmental protection objectives on a local, regional, national, European and international level. They 
are high-level in nature and set strategic goals for improvement.  SEOs have already been developed for the 
WCDP. These SEOs are applicable to the Variation, including the Arklow LPF and can be used to measure the 
effects of the LPF. One additional SEO to support the measurement of the effects of the LPF has been defined. 
This is as follows:

Support in the delivery of the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives.
o Monitoring Indicator: Status of Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives as measured under the 

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029.
o Target: Achievement of Objectives.
o Data Source: Internal Reporting on Key Performance Indicators under the Wicklow County 

Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029.
o Relevant SEO Code under WCDP: C
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6. DESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION OF REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES

6.1 Introduction

Article 5(1) of the SEA Directive states that: 'Where an environmental assessment is required under Article 3(1), 
an environmental report shall be prepared in which the likely significant effects on the environment of 
implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the 
geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identified, described and evaluated.'

The SEA Directive requires that reasonable alternative means of achieving the strategic goals of the LPF (taking 
into account the objectives and the geographical scope of a plan or programme) are identified, described and 
evaluated for their likely significant effects on the environment. Such reasonable alternatives must be realistic 
and capable of implementation.

This section of the SEA Environmental Report examines reasonable alternatives to the Variation/LPF and 
systematically evaluated the likely significant effects of these alternatives.

Reasonable alternatives to the Draft Variation/LPF  were initially explored and examined during the SEA Scoping 
stage of the SEA process, having regard to the scope, function and strategic aims and main objectives of the
Variation/LPF  This process facilitated the accurate identification of reasonable alternatives to the LPF and also 
suitably informed the process, ensuring optimal environmental outcomes.   

Reasonable alternatives were assessed against the Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) established for 
the aspects of the baseline environment which are likely to be significantly affected by the Variation/LPF. The 
purpose of this was to determine if the reasonable alternatives resulted in positive, negative, neutral or 
uncertain environmental outcomes. This assessment process can result in mixed-effects outcomes.  

The description and evaluation of reasonable alternatives in this report was undertaken in accordance with 
guidelines defined in the following two guidance document primarily: 

1. Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC): Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes 
on the Environment, DEHLG 2004.

2. Developing and Assessing Alternatives in Strategic Environmental Assessment, EPA 2015.

6.2 Goal of the Reasonable Alternative Evaluation Process in SEA

The underpinning goal of the reasonable alternative evaluation process is to ensure that the selection of 
preferred alternatives by WCC is informed by environmental considerations, including:

Which alternative best promotes and facilitates the proper planning and sustainable development 
in the LPF area
Which alternative best supports the vision, strategic aims and objectives of the LPF
Which alternative best supports the SEOs defined for the LPF
Which alternative best supports the objectives of the of inter-related plans, programmes and policy, 
including their environmental protection objectives
The potential positive environmental effects associated with the alternative
The potential negative environmental effects associated with the alternative 
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6.3 Approach to Developing Reasonable Alternatives

A range of alternatives to the Variation/LPF  were considered during the development of the Variation/LPF.    

Iterative communication was held between WCC and environmental assessment teams to identify the various 
alternative approaches and options being considered to achieve the objectives of the Variation/LPF.

Reasonable alternatives considered were identified. For an alternative to be considered reasonable, it must be 
practical/functional, realistic and implementable. An evaluation of whether each alternative met these criteria 
was undertaken, in consideration of the following factors:

The strategic aim and objectives of the Variation/LPF  
The geographic scope of the Variation/LPF  
The actual powers and functions of WCC.
The genuine ability of the alternative to achieve the Variation/LPF  aims and objectives. 
The technical feasibility of the alternative. 
The availability of resources, including financial resources to deliver the Variation/LPF within the 
required timeframe. 
The policy hierarchy and the parameters placed around the Variation/LPF  by higher-level policy. 
The legislative context and the parameters placed around the Variation/LPF by climate action and 
environmental related legislation.

The toolkit contained in the EPA's guidelines entitled 'Developing and Assessing Alternatives in Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Good Practice Guidance' (2015) was utilised when identifying reasonable 
alternatives. The 'Why? What? Where? When?' Model defined in the guidelines were used when framing 
reasonable alternatives, as shown in Figure 6-1. 

Figure 6-1: 'Why? What? Where? When?' Model for framing alternatives - Adapted from Figure 4.3 
Developing and Assessing Alternatives in the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process 

(EPA, 2015).
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6.4 Limitations in Assessing Reasonable Alternatives

The reasonable alternatives available for the Variation/LPF are significantly limited by the provisions higher-
level planning policy, including those of the National Planning Framework, and the Eastern and Midlands 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, Ministerial Guidelines; as well as planning policy already defined in 
WCDP. These documents set out various requirements for the content of the Variation/LPF, including on topics 
such as population, land use zoning and proper planning and sustainable development. The Variation/LPF must 
be in compliance with these aforementioned policy documents. 

A ‘Do-Nothing’ or ‘Do Minimum’ alternative is not a reasonable alternative in this instance given the need to 
prepare an LPF for the Arklow area .  

6.5 Identification and Description of Reasonable Alternatives

Reasonable alternatives to the Variation/LPF were identified as the development of the Variation/LPF evolved. 
Details on all reasonable alternative approaches considered during this process are presented in Table 6-1. 
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6.6 Evaluating the Environmental Effects of Reasonable Alternatives

An evaluation of the potential effects of the reasonable alternatives on the baseline environment was 
carried out in accordance with the SEA Directive and best practice guidelines. An evaluation matrix 
was developed to facilitate the evaluation of the environmental effects of reasonable alternatives on 
SEOs relating to each Environmental Component. This evaluation matrix is presented in Table 6-2. 

Potential effects of the reasonable alternatives were categorised as follows in the matrix:

Potential Positive Environmental Effects (indicated in the matrix by a '+').66  
Potential Negative Environmental Effects (indicated in the matrix by a '-').67

Potential Positive and Negative Environmental Effects (indicated in the matrix by a '+/-').  
Uncertain Environmental Effects ((indicated in the matrix by a '?').
Neutral, No or Insignificant Environmental Effects (indicated in the matrix by a '0').  

66 Potential Positive Environmental Impacts are defined as having the potential to support the achievement of 
an SEO.
67 Potential Negative Environmental Impacts are defined as having the potential to hinder the achievement of 
an SEO.
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6.7 Preferred Alternative/LPF

The Preferred Alternative/LPF is a reflection of elements associated with each of the 6 Reasonable Alternative 
presented above refined and amalgamated, including the following:

Provide maximum protection to European sites and Arklow Town Marsh pNHA.
Promote compact growth in Arklow.
Afford appropriate protection to all sensitive environmental features in the area.
Promote the development of renewable energy related infrastructure in the area.
Promote sustainable land use and access to public transport.
Implement localised demand management measures to encourage sustainable transport
Promote active travel development and connections.
Develop a Park and Ride facility outside the town to promote sustainable travel and transport. 
Promote public transport, including bus and train services.
Encourage town centre regeneration and infill development
Encourage sustainable residential development to meet population targets.
Provide appropriate community and recreational infrastructure for the area into the future.
Enhance public realm/space in the area. 
Enhance and encourage sustainable tourism in the area.
Provide suitable childcare, healthcare and education facilities in the area. 
Promote retail through town centre regeneration.
Aim to enhance and promote Arklow’s tourism and recreation offering, including its maritime 
heritage. 
Encourage development that provides employment in the area, whilst ensuring this development is 
appropriately planned and located.

6.8 Reasons for Choosing the Preferred LPF

The process of developing the Variation/LPF and associated SEA and AA processes produced the Preferred LPF. 
The Preferred LPF is deemed to be an appropriate balance of preferred elements associated with each 
Reasonable Alternative. Unwanted or less preferred elements of each Reasonable Alternative were omitted 
from being promoted through objectives defined in the LPF. The reasons for choosing the Preferred LPF were
as follows:

The Preferred LPF provides a strong level of environmental protection – in combination with 
policies/objectives driving environmental protection in the WCDP. This will result in positive 
environmental effects on environmental components, such as biodiversity, water, soils, heritage etc.
The balance of elements included in the Preferred LPF promote the meeting of housing targets in a 
measured, sustainable way in accordance with efficient and compact growth principles. This will result 
in positive environmental effects on environmental components, such as population and human health, 
material assets and climate.
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The Preferred LPF appropriately encourages renewable energy related infrastructure in support of 
national climate ambitions, the Wicklow County Local Authority Climate Action Plan and the objectives 
defined for the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone. This will result in positive environmental effects on 
environmental components, such as climate, biodiversity, population and human health etc. 
The Preferred LPF promotes and encourage sustainable travel and transport, including active travel and 
public transport, in alignment with higher-order policy. This will result in positive environmental effects 
on environmental components, such climate, air quality and noise, population and human health etc.
The Preferred LPF encourages socially beneficial town centre regeneration, whilst having due regard to 
the need to conserve built heritage and historic fabric. This will result in positive environmental effects 
on environmental components, such as population and human health, heritage, and tourism and 
recreation.
The Preferred LPF ensures that there will be suitable provision of appropriate community infrastructure 
commensurate with residential development and population growth in the area. This will result in 
positive environmental effects on environmental components, such as population and human health, 
material assets etc.
The Preferred LPF will drive economic development, enterprise and employ in the area, including 
tourism development and activity, in a manner that is sustainable. This will result in positive 
environmental effects on population and human health, material assets and tourism and recreation.

6.9 Data Gaps and Technical Limitations relating to the Identification and Evaluating Reasonable 
Alternatives

There were no data gaps that inhibited the ability of the project team to identify and evaluate Reasonable 
Alternatives considered during the development process.
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7. EVALUATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF LPF IMPLEMENTATION

7.1 Introduction

An evaluation of the LPF on the baseline environment, as characterised and described in Section 4 of this report, 
was carried out and is documented in this section of the report. The evaluation was carried out against the 
relevant SEOs established for the various aspects of the baseline environment which are likely to be affected 
by the LPF. 

7.2 Evaluation of the Environmental Effects of LPF Implementation

A detailed evaluation of the potential effects of the Variation/LPF  on the baseline environment was carried out 
in accordance with the SEA Directive and best practice guidelines. A standardised evaluation matrix was 
developed to facilitate the evaluation of the Variation/LPF  on SEOs relevant to each environmental component. 
The approach and methodology for this evaluation, and detailed evaluation of the environmental effects of 
Variation/LPF  objectives, using the evaluation matrix developed, are presented in Appendix 3.

An overview of the key environmental effects of implementation of the LPF, in the absence of mitigation, is 
presented below:

Potential Negative Environmental Effects (in the absence of environmental mitigation)

The LPF supports the carrying out of infrastructural development (e.g. housing, transport, renewable 
energy-related development, etc.). The construction phases of such development have the potential 
to result in environmental impacts including dust and noise emissions, traffic disruption, polluting 
runoff, which can affect various environmental components, including population and human 
health, the air quality environment, the noise environment, the water environment, biodiversity, 
and traffic and transport conditions. The operational phases of this development has the potential 
to result in negative impacts on various environmental components, such as population and human 
health, traffic and transport conditions, landscape character and visual amenity.
Development construction activities, generally, generate dust emissions, vibration or noise that may 
impact residential amenity, human health and well-being, and biodiversity.
The LPF provides a land use framework for development that has the potential to generate 
environmental impacts (e.g., habitat loss) that directly or indirectly cause effects on European sites 
connected to the LPF area, such as disturbance to key species (i.e., through construction noise), 
reduction in species density, impact on non-designated sites or habitat that support European sites, 
or changes in indicators of conservation value.
Development may lead to adverse impacts on biodiversity, including loss, disturbance or damage to 
biodiversity, flora and fauna; impacts on designated sites and their ecological features/qualifying 
interests (Arklow Town Marsh pNHA, in particular); impacts on ecological connectivity; and impacts 
on locally significant, non-designated habitats.
Development may generate an increase in the quantum of light transmitted to sensitive ecological 
receptors, resulting in increased vulnerability and sensitivity of light-sensitive species (e.g., the 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat).
The LPF supports development construction at greenfield locations where invasive species may exist. 
Construction and waste management activities may increase the risk of the spread of invasive 
species. 
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Greenfield development may impact and damage unknown archaeological remains.
The LPF is supportive of the carrying out of development at sensitive locations (such as areas in 
proximity of the Avoca River riparian corridor) which could potentially impact sensitive aspects of 
the environment, including biodiversity, water quality, landscape character and visual amenity, built 
and archaeological heritage and important habitats and species.
Development, including large-scale development of a sizeable mass and form, may generate 
negative impacts on built heritage (e.g., protected structures) and historic fabric. Development 
supported by the LPF may impact on the setting of heritage assets and sense of place, generally.
Significantly scaled residential and commercial development may impact visual amenity in the 
vicinity of these developments, streetscape character and wider landscape character.
Inappropriate or improperly designed greenfield development may contribute to significant 
hydrological changes and increases in flood risk.
Development may generate adverse impacts upon the status of water bodies arising from changes 
in quality, flow and/or morphology.
Major development in the LPF area may generate an increase in traffic levels and effects on existing 
traffic and transportation conditions. 
Development related excavation has the potential to result in the generation of substantial levels of 
material and waste, including potentially contaminated material that will need to be appropriately 
and sustainably managed in accordance with Waste Hierarchy principles.
Development occurring in the LPF area may affect local heritage, archaeology or visual amenity and, 
in turn, local tourism or recreational features and activity in the area.
Infrastructure development may have the potential to restrict or reduce the quality of resources 
important for recreation and/or tourism.
Linear transport development (including active travel development) has the potential to negatively 
affect biodiversity and ecological connectivity (through habitat loss/fragmentation).

Potential Positive Effects

LPF objectives, as defined, have the potential to contribute to sustainable development and proper 
planning in accordance with the land use planning framework and higher order planning policy and 
other inter-related policy, resulting in positive effects across all environmental components. The 
implementation of the LPF has the potential to support balanced, integrated and socially beneficial 
development and environmental protection and enhancement in Arklow and surrounding areas.
The LPF will support compact growth, sustainable land use, sustainable transportation, and the 
sustainable provision and optimised utilisation of Material Assets.
The promotion of sustainable urban development (including residential development) in accordance 
with compact growth principles has the potential to generate positive effects on population and 
human health (through the provision of much-needed housing), material assets, lands, soils and 
geology (through the avoidance of building on greenfield sites, promotion of compact development 
and prevention of sprawl) and air and climate (by promoting compact development, reducing the 
need to travel by private car).
The delivery of housing and community infrastructure has the potential to generate positive effects 
for population and human health (people and communities).
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The promotion of sustainable land use, sustainable transportation and public transport may support 
modal shift and the use of public transportation, resulting in potential positive effects on population 
and human health, local air quality and climate.
The LPF supports the development, expansion and management of safe active travel networks. The 
delivery of an expanded safe active travel network has the potential to promote the use of 
sustainable and active travel modes in the community, encourage modal shift, reduce traffic related 
risks and support the reduction of vehicle related emissions - thereby positively impacting 
population and human health, local air quality and the climate environment.
The LPF supports the protection and enhancement of Arklow’s heritage assets. This has the potential 
to generate positive effects for tourism and recreation features in the area and enhance amenity 
value in the area generally.
The LPF is supportive of renewable energy/energy efficient development, which will have a positive 
effect on the climate environment.
The LPF is supportive of the minimisation of flood risk in the area. This will generate positive 
environmental effects on water quality, hydrology and biodiversity. The delivery of flood alleviation 
has the potential to reduce flood risk and prevent flood events. Reducing flood risk can generate 
significant, positive effects for a variety of environmental receptors that could be negatively 
impacted by flood events, including human receptors, material assets, ecological receptors and 
cultural heritage assets. 
The LPF supports the development of nature-based solutions - in response to flood and climate 
related risk - which are supportive of biodiversity protection and enhancement. The promotion of 
NBS has the potential to create positive effects for biodiversity, flora and fauna, water quality and 
hydrology.
The LPF promotes the provision and protection of material assets and utilities services and 
collaboration with utility providers on utility infrastructure delivery and maintenance. This will 
support the sustainable provision of appropriately integrated material asset infrastructure (e.g., 
electricity infrastructure etc.).
The framework of locally focused, environmental protection and enhancement related objectives 
support the carrying out of considered, appropriate development sensitive to the receiving 
environment. Generally, this has the potential to generate positive impacts on all environmental 
component.

7.3 Potential Cumulative Effect of the LPF in combination with other Plans and Projects

The potential cumulative effects of a plan or programme are an important consideration in the SEA process, 
given that a Variation may envisage the occurrence of many different actions and development taking place in 
parallel with each other in a particular location/geographic area over a particular period of time. One benefit of 
SEA is the timely evaluation of the in-combination environmental effects of multiple planned plans or projects.

The following types of cumulative effects can occur to the implementation of a plan (or variation to a plan):

Intra-plan Cumulative Effects - Individual environmental effects associated with a single plan
interacting and combining to create a larger environmental effect.
Inter-plan Cumulative Effects - The environmental effects of a plan and the environmental effects of
another plan interacting and combining to create a larger environmental effect.
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7.3.1 Intra-plan Cumulative Effects

The evaluation of the intra-plan cumulative effects of the LPF was embedded into the detailed evaluation of 
environmental effects presented in Appendix 3. Potential intra-plan cumulative effects – in the absence of 
environmental mitigation - are presented below:

The objectives of the LPF may combine and collectively support extensive construction activity that 
contributes toward GHG emissions (i.e. embodied carbon)
Objectives of the LPF will support extensive development in the Arklow area, including residential 
development. The cumulative effect of this development may result in increased pressure on 
material assets (i.e. energy infrastructure).
The combination of development proposals supported by the LPF may generate cumulative adverse 
effects on various environmental components, including water quality, soils, landscape character 
and visual amenity, biodiversity, European sites and other designated sites. 
The carrying out of extensive development in the LPF area may contribute to cumulative effects on 
flood risk via development at greenfield sites or through the obstruction of flood paths.
The LPF provides for measures which support the delivery of development and infrastructure 
projects which could contribute - if incorrectly managed - to cumulative impacts through 
construction related environmental effects (site run-off, dust, noise pollution etc.).
The LPF supports flood risk management - which could introduce catchment level cumulative 
positive impacts on water quality, flow and hydrological regime/characteristics.
The effects of multiple LPF objectives have the potential to combine and robustly support a shift to 
sustainable and active travel modes of transport. This has the potential to generate a variety of 
cumulative positive environmental effects, including positive effects on local air quality, human 
health and climate.
The variety of positive effects associated with the implementation of LPF objectives have the 
potential to combine and interact, and have long-term and wide encompassing positive 
environmental effects on a variety of environmental components, including population and human 
health, climate biodiversity, water quality and hydrology, traffic and transport, material assets, 
cultural heritage and landscape and visual amenity.

The potential cumulative environmental effects listed above have the potential to extend beyond the boundary 
of the LPF area. 

Objectives that generate positive or negative environmental effects for one environmental component have 
the potential to indirectly generate positive or negative environmental effects for inter-related environmental 
components. For example, objectives supporting the delivery of SuDS will improve water quality, which in turn 
can have a positive effect on aquatic ecology. An assessment of impact inter-relationships and interactions is 
embedded in the evaluation of environmental effects that was carried out. This ensures that there was 
adequate coverage of all potential environmental effects associated with the implementation of the LPF. 

A matrix showing the existence of potential inter-relationships between environmental components was 
developed and is presented in Table 7-1 to aid in the understanding of these relationships.



CL
IE

NT
:

W
ick

lo
w

 C
ou

nt
y 

Co
un

cil
PR

O
JE

CT
 N

AM
E:

Va
ria

tio
n 

to
 W

ick
lo

w
 C

ou
nt

y 
De

ve
lo

pm
en

t P
la

n 
20

22
-2

02
8 

(a
s V

ar
ie

d)
SE

CT
IO

N:
St

ra
te

gi
c E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t R
ep

or
t

P2
3-

31
7 

w
w

w
.fe

hi
ly

tim
on

ey
.ie

Pa
ge

 9
4 

of
 1

14
 

Ta
bl

e 
7-

1:
 

In
te

r-
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l C

om
po

ne
nt

s 

In
te

r- 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
M

at
rix

Population and 
Human Health

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna

Water

Air Quality and 
Noise

Cultural Heritage

Geology and Soils

Landscape and 
Visual Amenity

Material Assets

Tourism and 
Recreation

Climate

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
an

d 
Hu

m
an

 
He

al
th

Bi
od

iv
er

sit
y,

 F
lo

ra
 a

nd
 

Fa
un

a

W
at

er

Ai
r Q

ua
lit

y 
an

d 
N

oi
se

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge

Ge
ol

og
y 

an
d 

So
ils

La
nd

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
Vi

su
al

 
Am

en
ity

M
at

er
ia

l A
ss

et
s

To
ur

ism
 a

nd
 R

ec
re

at
io

n

Cl
im

at
e



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied)
REPORT: Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 95 of 114 

7.3.2 Inter-plan Cumulative Effects

Other plans and programmes that the LPF has a relationship with are presented and discussed in Appendix 1. 
Potential inter-plan cumulative effects are presented below:

The LPF supports development that may generate positive and negative cumulative environmental 
effects in combination with development and activities supported by other plans and programmes, 
including City/County Development Plans for neighbouring areas and other plans across all sectors of 
society, including renewable energy, transport and agricultural plans. The cumulative effects that may 
be generated by the Plan in-combination with other plans and programmes is consistent with the types 
of effect identified in Section 7.2. 
The LPF provides for measures which support the delivery of development and infrastructure projects 
which could contribute - if incorrectly managed - to cumulative impacts through construction related 
environmental effects (site run-off, dust, noise pollution etc.), in combination with development and 
activities supported by other plans. 
The LPF supports measures relating to flood resilience and alleviation projects - which could introduce 
catchment level cumulative impacts on water quality, flow and hydrological regime/characteristics, in-
combination with plans for surrounding areas and higher order plans (E.g., the Flood Risk Management 
Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan).
The effects of multiple LPF objectives that support a shift to sustainable and active travel modes of 
transport have the potential to combine with policy measures defined in other inter-related plans, 
including higher order plans (e.g., the National Sustainable Mobility Policy), to support the utilisation of 
sustainable transport modes, and generate positive effects on local air quality, human health and 
climate. 
The variety of positive effects of associated with the implementation of LPF objectives have the 
potential to combine and interact with policy measures contained in other plans and programmes, 
including LAPs and LPFs for surrounding areas, and have long-term and widely encompassing positive 
environmental effects on a variety of environmental components, including population and human 
health, climate biodiversity, water quality and hydrology, traffic and transport, material assets, cultural 
heritage and landscape and visual amenity.
The variety of positive renewable energy/climate related measures defined in the LPF have the 
potential to generative a cumulative positive effect on climate – in combination with climate policy 
measures defined in other plans, including the Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029
and the National Climate Action Plan 2024.
The variety of positive biodiversity related measures defined in the LPF have the potential to generative 
a cumulative positive effect on biodiversity – in combination with biodiversity policy measures defined 
in other plans, including the upcoming Wicklow County Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-2030 and the 4th 
National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023–2030.

The potential cumulative environmental effects listed above have the potential to extend beyond the boundary of 
the LPF area.
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8. MITIGATION MEASURES

Potential negative environmental effects that may occur as a result of the implementation of the LPF (without 
considering any mitigation) have been identified in Section 7 of this report. The SEA Directive requires that 
mitigation measures to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any potential significant negative 
environmental effects due to the implementation of a LPF  are defined. This section of the report describes the 
mitigation measures to ameliorate the potential negative environmental effects that may occur as a result of the 
implementation of the LPF.  

In this case, the following forms of mitigation have been adopted to ameliorate the negative environments of the 
LPF  and maximise potential positive effects of the plan:

Mitigation through consideration of alternatives.
Mitigation through integration of environmental considerations into the LPF  
Mitigation through consideration of development management standards/environmental protection 
objectives contained in the WCDP.

8.1 Mitigation through consideration of alternatives

A number of alternatives were considered at an early stage in the process. The environmental effects of these 
alternatives were evaluated during the SEA process. The preferred Variation/LPF was chosen over other alternative 
options having due regard to the potential environmental effects (positive and negative) associated with the 
alternatives considered. 

8.2 Mitigation through integration of environmental considerations into the LPF  

The development of the Variation/LPF  was carried out in parallel with the SEA and AA processes. Regular 
communication and interactions took place between the environmental assessment team and WCC.
Environmental considerations that came to light during the SEA and AA processes, including consultation 
processes, were regularly communicated to WCC

A strong level of embedded environmental mitigation was present in early drafts of the LPF. Environmental 
mitigation measures applicable to the area of Arklow were also already defined in the WCDP. The 'embedded' 
mitigation in the LPF, and the relevant mitigatory policy/objectives already defined in the WCDP serve to prevent 
and minimize potential adverse effects that may occur during the implementation of the Variation/LPF. These 
measures may also maximise potential environmental benefits and co-benefits associated with the LPF. 

Where necessary, additional environmental mitigation, in the form of objective/text additions, were integrated 
into the LPF to mitigate the potential negative environmental effects of implementing the LPF. This process was 
carried out in an iterative manner to ensure optimal preparation of the LPF and environmental outcomes. 
Environmental considerations were also integrated into the  process so as to facilitate maximising identified 
positive environmental effects of the LPF. 

Environmental mitigation measures embedded by WCC in early iterations of the LPF to prevent, reduce and fully 
offset potential significant negative environmental effects, and to maximise potential environmental benefits and 
co-benefits of the LPF, are presented in Table 8-1.  
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Environmental mitigation measures already defined in the WCDP that mitigate potential significant negative 
environmental effects associated with the LPF are presented in Table 8-2.

Additional text clarifying environmental protection-related obligations and environmental enhancement 
opportunities has been attached to various previously defined objectives in the LPF. These text additions are 
itemised and presented in Table 8-3. This text has been shaped to ensure that environmental considerations are 
appropriately taken into account during implementation.

Additional Environmental Mitigation Measures (additional objectives) integrated into the LPF, as a result of 
environmental assessment processes, to augment environmental protection and enhancement in the LPF are 
presented in Table 8-4.  

Table 8-1: Embedded Environmental Mitigation in the LPF

Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 5

To vigorously protect and promote the vitality and viability of the town 
centre. Development proposals not according with the fundamental objective 
to support the vitality and viability of the town centre must demonstrate 
compliance with the ‘sequential approach’ before they can be approved. The 
‘sequential approach’ shall be applied and assessed in accordance with the 
‘Retail Planning Guidelines, (DoECLG, 2012) . The Planning Authority will 
discourage new retail developments if they would either by themselves or 
cumulatively in conjunction with other developments seriously damage the 
vitality and viability of existing retail centres within the County.

PHH, BFF, CH, LU, AQN, MA, 
CC 

ARK 8

To support in-depth development of the Waterfront zone (WZ), north and 
south, for a mix of residential, commercial, employment, leisure and tourism 
uses in accordance with the development objectives for SLO1 and SLO2. 
Applications for the development of such lands shall include a detailed survey 
of the existing site conditions, proposals for demolition and remediation of 
previous site activities and a management plan for the disposal of such 
materials.

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, LU, AQN, 
W, MA, TR, CC

ARK 10

To support and facilitate existing and future commercial harbour / maritime 
activities in the Waterfront Zone including sailing, fishing, other water sports 
and commercial shipping activities, to support the development of new 
infrastructure necessary for the continued operation and development of the 
harbour and to resist developments that would undermine the commercial 
function of the harbour/port area. Sites directly adjoining the water edge of 
the South Harbour and Arklow Marina shall be retained for commercial 
harbour activities or uses directly reliant on access to the water edge. 

PHH, MA

ARK 12

To require any new developments in the Waterfront Zone to meet a high 
standard of architectural and landscape design and finish noting this exposed 
location and which respects the unique historical, environmental, visual and 
recreational amenities of the area. 

PHH, L, CH, MA, TR

ARK 13

Further retail development in the Waterfront Zone shall be restricted to that 
required to meet the everyday convenience needs of future residents or 
niche comparison uses such as those related to tourism and the maritime 
function of the area.

PHH, MA
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Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 14

To require any new developments to be suitably set back from the water’s 
edge and to provide public routes and places along waterfronts, to ensure 
that access to the water, such as steps / slipways / river/ beaches etc are 
maintained and improved and to facilitate the development of new 
opportunities for pedestrian and cycle links from the Waterfront to the town 
centre.

PHH, BFF, L, S, LU, AQN, W, 
TR, CC

ARK 16
To ensure that any development projects in and around the Arklow quays 
preserve and enhance any valuable structures or items of Arklow’s maritime 
heritage.

PHH, MA, CH, L

ARK 17

The priority for housing growth shall be the existing built up area of the 
settlement, on lands zoned ‘town centre’, ‘waterfront’ and ’existing 
residential’. Development shall extend outwards from the centre of Arklow 
with undeveloped land closest to the centre and public transport routes given 
priority. ‘Leapfrogging’ to peripheral areas shall be strongly resisted.
In cognisance that the potential of such regeneration / infill / brownfield sites 
is difficult to predict, there shall be no quantitative restriction inferred from 
this LPF or the associated tables on the number of units that may be delivered 
within the built up envelope of the town.

PHH, MA, L, LU

ARK 18

To require that new residential development represents an efficient use of 
land and achieves the highest densities suitable to that site subject to the 
reasonable protection of existing residential amenities and the established 
character of existing settlements. In promoting higher densities and more 
compact development, new development should demonstrate compliance 
with: 
• Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines
for Planning Authorities (DoHLGH 2024); 
• Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines for Planning Authorities
(DoHLGH 2023);
• Urban Development and Building height Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (DoHLGH 2018); 
• Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS);
• any subsequent / replacement Ministerial / Government guidelines.

PHH, MA, L, LU

ARK 22

To facilitate and support all forms of employment creation on appropriately 
zoned land in Arklow and to promote the intensification of activities at 
existing suitable employment locations especially where this can mitigate 
long distance commuting, subject to the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area and compliance with all other objectives of the 
County Development Plan and this LPF.

PHH, MA, LU, AQN, CC

ARK 25

To encourage the redevelopment of brownfield sites for enterprise and 
employment creation throughout the LPF area and to consider allowing 
‘relaxation’ in normal development standards on such sites to promote their 
redevelopment, where it can be clearly demonstrated that a development of 
the highest quality, that does not create an adverse or unacceptable working
environment or create unacceptable impacts on the built, natural or social 
environment, will be provided. 

PHH, MA, LU, AQN, CC
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Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 31

In relation to the Prevention of Major Accidents (Control of Major Accident 
Hazards Involving Dangerous Substances) legislation, it is an objective to:
• comply with the Seveso III Directive in reducing the risk and limiting the
potential consequences of major industrial accidents; 
• where proposals are being considered for the following:
(i) new establishments at risk of causing major accidents,
(ii) the expansion of existing establishments designated under the Directive,
and
(iii) other developments proposed near to existing establishments;

the Council will require that applicants must demonstrate that the following
considerations are taken into account:
(i) prevention of major accidents involving dangerous substances,
(ii) public health and safeguarding of public health, and
(iii) protection of the environment;
• ensure that land use objectives must take account of the need to maintain
appropriate distances between future major accident hazard establishments
and residential areas, areas of substantial public use and areas of particular
natural sensitivity or interest; and
• have regard to the advice of the Health and Safety Authority when dealing
with proposals relating to Seveso sites and land use plans in the vicinity of
such sites.

PHH, MA, BFF, S, W, TR, CC

ARK 45

The Planning Authority will resist developments that entail the loss of existing 
community, education and open space/recreation lands or buildings unless it 
can be demonstrated that (a) adequate community, education and open 
space/recreation lands and buildings would be retained in the settlement 
having regard to the planned future population of the settlement or (b) the 
particular lands or buildings are not suitable or needed for current or future 
educational, community or open space / recreational usage. In particular, 
developments that would unduly constrain the ability of existing schools to 
expand will not be permitted.

PHH, MA

ARK 52

To ensure the protection of all structures, items and features contained in the 
Record of Protected Structures. To positively consider proposals to alter or 
change the use of protected structures so as to render them viable for 
modern use, subject to architectural heritage assessment and to 
demonstration by a suitably qualified Conservation Architect / or other 
relevant expertise that the structure, character, appearance and setting will 
not be adversely affected and suitable design, materials and construction 
methods will be utilised.

PHH, L, CH, MA, TR

ARK 55

To protect the historic, traditional and maritime character of Arklow Town 
Centre through the implementation of the following requirements: 
• All new developments shall provide a high standard of urban design that is
reflective of and is influenced by Arklow’s historical maritime and traditional 
character.
• In the consideration of new development, particular attention shall be paid 
to ensuring that the character and setting of both protected structures and
non-protected but vernacular buildings are maintained and enhanced.

L, CH, MA, TR

ARK 56

Protect and enhance the character, setting and environmental quality of 
natural, architectural and archaeological heritage assets, and in particular 
those features of the natural landscape and built structures that contribute 
to their special interest. The natural, architectural and archaeological heritage 
of the area shall be protected in accordance with the objectives set out in the 
Wicklow County Development Plan. 

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, AQN, W, 
TR, CC
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Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 57

Projects giving rise to adverse effects on the integrity of European sites 
(cumulatively, directly or indirectly) arising from their size or scale, land take, 
proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air), 
transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, 
decommissioning or from any other effects shall not be permitted on the 
basis of this LPF. 

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, AQN, W, 
MA, TR, CC

ARK 58

Ensure that development proposals support the protection and enhancement 
of biodiversity and ecological connectivity within the LPF area in accordance 
with Article 10 of the Habitats Directive, including linear landscape features 
like watercourses (rivers, streams, canals, ponds, drainage channels, etc), 
woodlands, trees, hedgerows, road and railway margins, semi-natural 
grasslands, natural springs, wetlands, stonewalls, geological and geo-
morphological systems, features which act as stepping stones, such as 
marshes and woodlands, other landscape features and associated wildlife 
where these form part of the ecological network and/or may be considered 
as ecological corridors or stepping stones that taken as a whole help to 
improve the coherence of the European network in Wicklow.

PHH, BFF, L, S, AQN, W, CC

ARK 61

To protect non-designated sites including identified GI corridors, from 
inappropriate development, ensuring that ecological impact assessment is 
carried out for any proposed development likely to have a significant impact 
on locally important natural habitats, species or wildlife corridors. Ensure 
appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures are incorporated into 
development proposals as part of any ecological impact assessment.

PHH, BFF, L, S, AQN, W, TR, 
CC 

ARK 62

Where relevant, applications for development must demonstrate that the 
proposal for development would not, individually or cumulatively, affect a 
water body’s ability to meet its objectives under the Water Framework 
Directive.

PHH, BFF, W

ARK 63

To promote the preservation of trees, groups of trees or woodlands in 
particular native tree species, and those trees associated with ancient 
woodlands, whether subject to TPO or not, where considered to be viable, 
safe and in line with sound arboricultural management principles. To require 
and ensure the preservation and enhancement of native and semi-natural 
woodlands, groups of trees and individual trees, as part of the development 
management process, and require the planting of native broad leaved 
species, and species of local provenance in all new developments.

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, AQN, W, 
TR, CC

ARK 64

To require the retention, wherever possible, of hedgerows and other 
distinctive boundary treatment in the LPF area. Where removal of a 
hedgerow, stone wall or other distinctive boundary treatment is unavoidable, 
provision of the same type of boundary will be required of similar length and 
set back within the site in advance of the commencement of construction 
works on the site (unless otherwise agreed by the Planning Authority).

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, AQN, W, 
CC 
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Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 67

To require that development within or adjacent to Arklow Town Marsh 
should be informed by:
a) A detailed Ecological Impact Assessment and EIA Screening or EIAR as
appropriate. The Ecological Impact Assessment should be informed by
detailed desktop study and detailed ecological surveys of the development
lands and Arklow Marsh pHNA and provide for the ecological enhancement
of the developed lands and the ecological corridors.
b) A detailed hydrological impact assessment to assess the potential impacts
to groundwater both in terms of groundwater quality and quantity and 
groundwater flow pathways to protect the hydrological regime of the marsh.  
The hydrological Impact assessment accompanying such developments shall 
include an assessment of the in-combination assessment of any hydrological 
impacts in terms of quantity and quality of water with other pressures on the 
water quantity and quality supporting the marsh e.g. an in-combination 
assessment with the impact of the Arklow Flood Protection Scheme is 
required. 

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, AQN, W, 
MA, TR, CC

ARK 90

Applications for new developments or significant alterations/extension to 
existing developments in an area identified as at risk of flooding (Flood Zones 
A and B) as set out in the SFRA and flood maps appended to this LPF OR in 
Flood Zone C but within an area:

- that is deemed by the Local Authority at any time to be at possible risk of
flooding having regard to new information with respect to flood risk in the
area that has come to light; or
- that is identified as at possible future risk of flooding having regard to
climate change scenarios either on Map 4C attached to this LPF or on any 
future maps prepared by the OPW during the lifetime of the LPF; 

shall comply with the ‘Justification Test for Development Management’, as 
set out in Box 5.1 of ‘The Planning System and Flood Risk Management’ 
Guidelines 2009 (as may be amended, supplemented or replaced during the 
lifetime of this LPF) and shall be accompanied by a site specific Flood Risk 
Assessment. Site Specific Flood Risk Assessments shall be in accordance with 
the requirements set out in the Flood Risk Management Guidelines and the 
LPF SFRA.

PHH, BFF, S, LU, W, MA, CC

ARK 95

Ensure the implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) 
and in particular, to ensure that all surface water generated in a new 
development is disposed of on-site or is attenuated and treated prior to 
discharge to an approved surface water system. 

Developments, including new/expanded developments and any planned 
improvements to existing urban spaces, shall be designed in accordance with 
the guidance document “Implementation of Urban Nature-based Solutions: 
Guidance Document for Planners, Developers and Developer Agents” 
LAWPRO 2024.

PHH, BFF, L, S, W, MA
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Table 8-2: Environmental Mitigation Measures already defined in the WCDP 2022-2028

Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 13.1

To ensure and support the implementation of the EU Groundwater Directive and the EU Water Framework 
Directive and associated River Basin and Sub-Basin Management Plans and Blue Dot Catchment Programme, 
to ensure the protection, improvement and sustainable use of all waters in the County, including rivers, lakes, 
ground water, coastal and estuarine waters, and to restrict development likely to lead to a deterioration in 
water quality. The Council will also have cognisance of, where relevant, the EU’s Common Implementation 
Strategy Guidance Document No. 20 and 36 which provide guidance on exemptions to the environmental 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive.

CPO 13.2
To prevent development that would pollute water bodies and in particular, to regulate the installation of 
effluent storage and disposal systems in the vicinity of natural water bodies or development that would 
exacerbate existing underlying water contamination.

CPO 13.3

To minimise alterations or interference with river  stream beds, banks and channels, except for reasons of 
overriding public health and safety (e.g. to reduce risk of flooding); a buffer of generally 25m along 
watercourses should be provided (or other width, as determined by the Planning Authority having particular 
regard to ‘Planning for Watercourses in the Urban Environment’ by Inland Fisheries Ireland for urban locations) 
free from inappropriate development, with undeveloped riparian vegetation strips, wetlands and floodplains 
generally being retained in as natural a state as possible.

CPO 13.4 To ensure that any development or activity with the potential to impact on ground water has regard to the GSI 
Groundwater Protection Scheme (see Map 17.06 Groundwater Vulnerability).

CPO 13.5 To ensure compliance with and to implement the provisions of the Nitrates Directive in so far as it falls within 
the remit of the Council to do so

CPO 13.20 Ensure the separation of foul and surface water discharges in new developments through the provision of 
separate networks.

CPO 13.21

Ensure the implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) in accordance with the Wicklow 
County Council SuDS Policy to ensure surface water runoff is managed for maximum benefit. In particular to 
require proposed developments to meet the design criteria of each of the four pillars of SuDS design; Water 
Quality, Water Quantity, Amenity and Biodiversity.

CPO 13.22
To promote the use of green infrastructure, such as swales and wetlands, where feasible as landscape features 
in new development to provide storm  surface runoff storage and reduce pollutants, as well as habitat, 
recreation and aesthetic functions.

CPO 13.14

To require all new developments to integrate water demand reduction designs and technologies in all aspects 
of the development including but not limited to: § Installation of water efficient equipment; § Provision of dual 
flush toilets, cistern bags or other similar technologies; § Construction of grey water systems to allow for the 
re-use of wastewater from sinks, shower drains or washing machines; § Provision of rainwater harvesting 
equipment; § The use of low maintenance plants in the design of landscaping;

CPO 13.9
To protect existing and potential water resources of the County, in accordance with the EU Water Framework 
Directive, the River Basin Management Plans, the Groundwater Protection Scheme and source protection 
plans for public water supplies.

CPO 13.10
To require new developments to connect to public water supplies where services are adequate or where they 
will be provided in the near future, or where extension of an adjacent water supply system is technically and 
environmentally feasible.

CPO 14.01 To support the implementation of recommendations in the OPW Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs), 
including planned investment measures for managing and reducing flood risk.

CPO 14.10
To prohibit development in river flood plains or other areas known to provide natural attenuation for 
floodwaters except where the development can clearly be justified with the Flood Risk Management 
Guidelines ‘Justification Test’.

CPO 14.13

Ensure the implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) in accordance with the Wicklow 
County Council SuDS Policy to ensure surface water runoff is managed for maximum benefit. In particular to 
require proposed developments to meet the design criteria of each of the four pillars of SuDS design; Water 
Quality, Water Quantity, Amenity and Biodiversity.
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 14.15
To promote the use of green infrastructure, such as swales and wetlands, where feasible as landscape features 
in new development to provide storm  surface runoff storage and reduce pollutants, as well as habitat, 
recreation and aesthetic functions.

CPO 14.16

For developments adjacent to all watercourses or where it is necessary to maintain the ecological or 
environmental quality of the watercourse, any structures (including hard landscaping) must be set back from 
the edge of the watercourse in accordance with the guidelines in ‘Planning for Watercourses in the Urban 
Environment’ by Inland Fisheries Ireland.

CPO 15.1

To require all developments likely to give rise to significant quantities of waste, either by virtue of the scale of 
the development or the nature of the development (e.g. one that involves demolition) to submit a construction 
management plan, which will outline, amongst other things, the plan to minimise waste generation and the 
plan to protect the environment with the safe and efficient disposal of waste from the site.

CPO 15.2
To require all new developments, whether residential, community, agricultural or commercial to make 
provision for storage and recycling facilities (in accordance with the standards set out in Development & Design 
Standards of this plan).

CPO 15.9 To regulate and control activities likely to give rise to emissions to air (other than those activities which are 
regulated by the EPA).

CPO 15.10
To require proposals for new developments with the potential for the accidental release of chemicals or dust 
generation, to submit and have approved by the Local Authority construction and or operation management 
plans to control such emissions.

CPO 15.11 To require activities likely to give rise to air emissions to implement measures to control such emissions, to 
undertake air quality monitoring and to provide an annual air quality audit.

CPO 15.13 To enforce, where applicable, the provisions of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Acts 1992 and 
2003, and EPA Noise Regulations 2006.

CPO 15.14 To regulate and control activities likely to give rise to excessive noise (other than those activities which are 
regulated by the EPA).

CPO 15.15 To require proposals for new developments with the potential to create excessive noise to prepare a 
construction and/or operation management plans to control such emissions.

CPO 15.16 To require activities likely to give rise to excessive noise to install noise mitigation measures to undertake noise 
monitoring and to provide an annual monitoring audit.

CPO 15.17

To ensure that all external lighting whether free standing or attached to a building shall be designed and 
constructed so as not to cause excessive light spillage, glare, or dazzle motorists, and thereby limiting light 
pollution into the surrounding environment and protecting the amenities of nearby properties, traffic and 
wildlife.

CPO 15.18
To require proposals for new developments with the potential to create light pollution or light impacts on 
adjacent residences to mitigate impacts, in accordance with the Development & Design Standards set out in 
this plan.

CPO 15.19 To promote the use of low energy LED (or equivalent) lighting.

CPO 15.20
To require the design and implementation of a hierarchy of light intensity zones in development schemes to 
ensure that environmental impact is minimised as far as possible particularly in areas proximate to ecological 
corridors
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 17.4

To contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of designated ecological sites including Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs); Wildlife Sites (including proposed Natural Heritage 
Areas); Salmonid Waters; Flora Protection Order sites; Wildfowl Sanctuaries (see S.I. 192 of 1979); Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel catchments; and Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs).  

To contribute towards compliance with relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National 
Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines, including but not limited to the following and any 
updated/superseding documents:
- EU Directives, including the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC, as amended)6, the Birds Directive
(2009/147/EC)7, the Environmental Liability Directive (2004/35/EC)8, the Environmental Impact Assessment
Directive (2011/92/EU, as amended), the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), EU Groundwater Directive
(2006/118/EC) and the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC); EU ‘Guidance on
integrating ecosystems and their services into decision-making’ (European Commission 2019);
- National legislation, including the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2010 (as amended)9, European Union (Planning and
Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018, the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, the 
European Union (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (as amended), the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended), the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 477 of 2011), the 
European Communities (Environmental Liability) Regulations 2008 (as amended)10 and the Flora Protection 
order 2015; 
- National policy guidelines (including any clarifying circulars or superseding versions of same), including
‘Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment’
(2018), ‘Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development’ (2003), ‘Tree Preservation
Guidelines’, ‘Landscape and Landscape Assessment’ (draft 2000), ‘Appropriate Assessment Guidance’ (2010);
- Catchment and water resource management plans, including the National River Basin Management Plan
2018-2021 (including any superseding versions of same);
- Biodiversity plans and guidelines, including National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 (including any
superseding versions of same) and the County Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan;
- Ireland’s Environment – An Integrated Assessment 2020 (EPA), including any superseding versions of same),
and to make provision where appropriate to address the report’s goals and challenges.

CPO 17.5

Projects giving rise to adverse effects on the integrity of European sites (cumulatively, directly or indirectly) 
arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water 
or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other 
effects shall not be permitted on the basis of this plan.

CPO 17.6

Ensure that development proposals, contribute as appropriate towards the protection and where possible 
enhancement of the ecological coherence of the European Site network and encourage the retention and 
management of landscape features that are of major importance for wild fauna and flora as per Article 10 of 
the EU Habitats directive. All projects and plans arising from this Plan will be screened for the need to 
undertake Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

CPO 17.7 To maintain the conservation value of all proposed and future Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and to protect 
other designated ecological sites in Wicklow

CPO 17.8

Ensure ecological impact assessment is carried out for any proposed development likely to have a significant 
impact on proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), Statutory Nature 
Reserves, Refuges for Fauna, Annex I habitats, or rare and threatened species including those species protected 
by law and their habitats. Ensure appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures are incorporated into 
development proposals as part of any ecological impact assessment.

CPO 17.12

To protect non-designated sites from inappropriate development, ensuring that ecological impact assessment 
is carried out for any proposed development likely to have a significant impact on locally important natural 
habitats, species or wildlife corridors. Ensure appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures are incorporated 
into development proposals as part of any ecological impact assessment.
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 17.14

Ensure that development proposals support the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and ecological 
connectivity within the plan area in accordance with Article 10 of the Habitats Directive, including linear 
landscape features like watercourses (rivers, streams, canals, ponds, drainage channels, etc.), woodlands, 
trees, hedgerows, road and railway margins, semi-natural grasslands, natural springs, wetlands, stonewalls, 
geological and geo-morphological systems, features which act as stepping stones, such as marshes and 
woodlands, other landscape features and associated wildlife where these form part of the ecological network 
and or may be considered as ecological corridors or stepping stones that taken as a whole help to improve the 
coherence of the European network in Wicklow.

CPO 17.16 Require pollinator friendly landscape management and planting within new developments and on Council 
owned land.

CPO 17.17
Work with statutory authorities to prevent and control the spread of invasive plant and animal species and 
require, where appropriate Invasive Species Management Plans to be prepared as part of the development 
management process where necessary.

CPO 17.24

To ensure and support the implementation of the EU Groundwater Directive and the EU Water Framework 
Directive and associated River Basin and Sub-Basin Management Plans and Blue Dot Catchment Programme, 
to ensure the protection, improvement and sustainable use of all waters in the County, including rivers, lakes, 
ground water, coastal and estuarine waters, and to restrict development likely to lead to a deterioration in 
water quality. The Council will also have cognisance of, where relevant, the EU’s Common Implementation 
Strategy Guidance Documents No. 20 and 36 which provide guidance on exemptions to the environmental 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive.

CPO 17.25
Ensure that floodplains and wetlands are retained for their biodiversity and ecosystems services value and 
resist development and activities that would interfere with the natural water cycle to a degree that would 
interfere with the survival and stability of these natural habitats.

CPO 17.26

Protect rivers, streams and other water courses by avoiding interference with river  stream beds, banks and 
channels and maintaining a core riparian buffer zone of generally 25m along watercourses (or other width, as 
determined by the Planning Authority having particular regard to ‘Planning for Watercourses in the Urban 
Environment’ by Inland Fisheries Ireland for urban locations) free from inappropriate development, with 
undeveloped riparian vegetation strips, wetlands and floodplains generally being retained in as natural a state 
as possible. Structures such as bridges should be clear span, and designed and built in accordance with Inland 
Fisheries Ireland guidance.

CPO 17.28 Protect and enhance ‘County Geological Sites’ (Schedule 17.07 and Map 17.07 of this plan) from inappropriate 
development at or in the vicinity of a site, such that would adversely affect their existence, or value.

CPO 17.35

All development proposals shall have regard to the County landscape classification hierarchy in particular the 
key landscape features and characteristics identified in the Wicklow Landscape Assessment (set in Volume 3 
of the 2016 County Development Plan ) and the ‘Key Development Considerations’ set out for each landscape 
area set out in Section 5 of the Wicklow Landscape Assessment.

CPO 17.36

Any application for permission in the AONB which may have the potential to significantly adversely impact the 
landscape area shall be accompanied by a Landscape Visual Impact Assessment, which shall include, inter alia, 
an evaluation of visibility and prominence of the proposed development in its immediate environs and in the 
wider landscape, a series of photos or photomontages of the site development from clearly identified vantage 
points, an evaluation of impacts on any listed views prospects and an assessment of vegetation land cover type 
in the area (with particular regard to commercial forestry plantations which may be felled thus altering 
character visibility). The Assessment shall demonstrate that landscape impacts have been anticipated and 
avoided to a level consistent with the sensitivity of the landscape and the nature of the designation.

CPO 17.38

To protect listed views and prospects from development that would either obstruct the view prospect from 
the identified vantage point or form an obtrusive or incongruous feature in that view prospect. Due regard will 
be paid in assessing development applications to the span and scope of the view prospect and the location of 
the development within that view prospect

CPO 18.3

New development and redevelopment proposals shall wherever possible, integrate nature based solutions to 
the design, layout and landscaping of development proposals, and in particular to the delivery of linear parks 
and connected open spaces along watercourses in order to enhance the existing green infrastructure of the 
local area. All such proposals will be subject to ecological impact assessment.
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO18.8 To require the integration of Green Infrastructure principles and inclusion of native planting schemes in all 
development proposals in landscaped areas, open spaces and areas of public space.

CPO 19.4
To support the development of Marine Tourism, especially with regard to development of Wicklow’s harbours, 
beaches, marine landscape, maritime cultural heritage and water related activities, including leisure and 
recreational tourism, subject to compliance with environmental requirements.

CPO 19.8 To protect the character and visual potential of the coast and conserve the character and quality of seascapes.

CPO 19.9

To strictly control the nature and pattern of development within coastal areas and ensure that it is designed 
and landscaped to the highest standards, and sited appropriately so as not to detract from the visual amenity 
of the area. Development shall be prohibited where the development poses a significant or potential threat to 
coastal habitats or features, and or where the development is likely to result in undesirable patterns of erosion 
or deposition elsewhere along the coast.

CPO 19.11

To protect both public and private investment by prohibiting any new building or development (including 
caravans and temporary dwellings) within 100m of ‘soft shorelines’ i.e. shorelines that are prone to erosion, 
unless it can be objectively established based on the best scientific information at the time of the application, 
that the likelihood of erosion at a specific location is minimal taking into account, inter alia, any impacts.

CPO 19.13

Projects giving rise to adverse effects on the integrity of European sites (cumulatively, directly or indirectly) 
arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water 
or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, decommissioning or from any other 
effects shall not be permitted on the basis of this plan . Ensure that development proposals, contribute as 
appropriate towards the protection and where possible enhancement of the ecological coherence of the 
European Site network and encourage the retention and management of landscape features that are of major 
importance for wild fauna and flora as per Article 10 of the EU Habitats Directive. All projects and plans arising 
from this Plan will be screened for the need to undertake Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the 
Habitats Directive.

CPO 19.14
To ensure that there is no removal of sand dunes, beach sands or gravels through application of the provisions 
of the Foreshore (Amendment) Act (1992), in close co-operation with the Department of the Environment, 
Climate and Communications and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

CPO 8.1

To secure the preservation of all archaeological monuments included in the Record of Monuments and Places 
as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994, and of sites, features 
and objects of archaeological interest generally. In the development management process, there will be a 
presumption of favour of preservation in-situ or, as a minimum, preservation by record. In securing such 
preservation, the Planning Authority will have regard to the advice and recommendations of the National 
Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

CPO 8.3
Any development that may, due to its size, location or nature, have implications for archaeological heritage 
(including both sites and areas of archaeological potential  significance as identified in Schedules 08.01 & 08.02 
and Maps 8.01 & 8.02 of this plan) shall be subject to an archaeological assessment

CPO 8.4 To require archaeological assessment for all developments with the potential to impact on the archaeological 
heritage of riverine, intertidal or sub tidal environments.

CPO 8.12 To have regard to ‘Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2011) in the assessment of proposals affecting architectural heritage.

CPO 8.10 To protect, conserve and manage the built heritage of Wicklow and to encourage sensitive and sustainable 
development to ensure its preservation for future generations.

CPO 8.13 To ensure the protection of all structures, items and features contained in the Record of Protected Structures.

CPO 8.14

To positively consider proposals to alter or change the use of protected structures so as to render them viable 
for modern use, subject to architectural heritage assessment and to demonstration by a suitably qualified 
Conservation Architect  or other relevant expertise that the structure, character, appearance and setting will 
not be adversely affected and suitable design, materials and construction methods will be utilised.

CPO 8.15
All development works on or at the sites of protected structures, including any site works necessary, shall be 
carried out using best heritage practice for the protection and preservation of those aspects or features of the 
structures
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 8.25 To protect and facilitate the conservation of structures, sites and objects which are part of the County’s distinct 
local historical and cultural heritage, whether or not such structures, sites and objects are included on the RPS.

CPO 12.9 To seek to ensure all new or upgraded transport infrastructure is climate resilient

CPO 12.12

To require all new or improved roads to include pedestrian facilities, cycle lanes / tracks (unless the scale / 
design of the road does not warrant such infrastructure having regard to the guidance set out in the National 
Cycle Manual and DMURS) and public lighting as deemed appropriate by the
Local Authority.

CPO 12.30
Traffic Impact Assessments will be required for new developments in accordance with the thresholds set out 
in the ‘Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets’ DMURS (DTTA-DHPLG) and  the ‘Traffic & Transport 
Assessment Guidelines’ (TII).

CPO 12.31
Road Safety Audits, Road Safety Impact Assessments, Street Design Audits as per DMURS, or Accessibility 
Audits shall be required at the discretion of the Planning Authority, but shall generally be required where new 
road construction or a permanent change to the existing road / street layout is proposed. 

CPO 12.34

The design of new roads or improvements to existing local roads and new means of access onto roads shall 
generally comply with the guidance set out in the ‘Design Manual for Roads & Bridges’ DMRB (TII), the ‘Design 
Manual for Urban Roads and Streets’ DMURS (DTTA-DHPLG), the ‘Traffic Management Guidelines’ (DoT-
DoELG–DTO) and ‘Recommendations for Site Development Works for Housing Areas’ (DoELG) as appropriate. 
as may be amended and revised, unless local conditions determine otherwise.

CPO 12.37
To ensure that the N/M11 and N81 route improvement corridors as defined by TII are protected from 
inappropriate development and ensure that no development is permitted which would interfere with route 
options identified (as shown on Map 12.01).

CPO 12.41
To ensure that all new developments in proximity to National Routes provide suitable protection against traffic 
noise in compliance with S.I No. 140 of 2006 Environmental Noise Regulations and any subsequent 
amendments to these regulations.

CPO 16.01 To support and facilitate to the highest degree possible the development of alternative and renewable sources 
of energy, particularly in the generation of electricity / heating and for use as transport fuel.

CPO 16.02 To support and facilitate the co-location of renewable energy developments and technologies to ensure the 
most efficient use of land identified as suitable for renewable energy generation.

CPO 16.09 To positively consider all applications for the installation of building mounted PV cells at all
locations, having due regard to architectural amenity and heritage.

CPO 16.24

Proposals for the undergrounding of cables should demonstrate that environmental impacts including the 
following are minimised: § Habitat loss as a result of removal of field boundaries and hedgerows by topsoil 
stripping; § Short to medium term impacts on the landscape where, for example, hedgerows are encountered; 
§ Impacts on underground archaeology; § Impacts on soil structure and drainage; and § Impacts on surface
waters as a result of sedimentation.

CPO 16.27 Through coordinated land-use and transport planning, to reduce the demand for vehicular travel and journey 
lengths.

CPO 11.50

Where relevant, the Council and those receiving permission for development under the plan, shall manage any 
increase in visitor numbers and/or any change in visitor behaviour in order to avoid significant environmental 
effects, including loss of habitat and disturbance. Management measures may include ensuring that new 
projects and activities are a suitable distance from ecological sensitivities; visitor/habitat management plans 
will be required for proposed projects as relevant and appropriate.

CPO 11.51

Ensure the potential environmental effects of a likely increase in tourists/tourism-related traffic volumes in 
particular locations/along particular routes shall be considered and mitigated as appropriate. Such a 
consideration should include potential impacts on existing infrastructure (including drinking water, 
wastewater, waste and transport) resulting from tourism proposals.

CPO 11.52

Where projects for new tourism projects identified in this chapter are not already provided for by existing 
plans / programmes or are not already permitted, then the feasibility of progressing these projects shall be 
examined, taking into account planning need, environmental sensitivities as identified in the SEA 
Environmental Report and the objectives of the plan relating to sustainable development.
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Policy / Objective 
Reference Policy / Objective

CPO 16.32
To require all new developments during the design process to incorporate sustainable heating technologies in 
accordance with Part L of the Buildings Regulations and as part of any application for permission, to 
demonstrate how these requirements will be met.

CPO 16.33 To facilitate retrofitting of existing building with heat saving devices and installations, where permission is 
required for such works.

CPO14.03 

To recognise the concept of coastal evolution and fluvial flooding as part of our dynamic physical environment, 
and adopt an adaptive approach to working with these natural processes. The focus of a flood management 
strategy should not solely be driven by conservation of existing lands; it should recognise that marshes, mud 
flats and other associated eco-systems evolve and degenerate, and appropriate consideration should be given 
to the realignment of defences and use of managed retreat and sacrificial flood protection lands to maintain 
such habitats as part of an overall strategy.

Table 8-3: Amendments to Objectives integrated into the LPF

Reference Objective Amendment (shown in blue italics)
Related 

Environmental 
Components

ARK 8 

To support in-depth development of the 
Waterfront zone (WZ), north and south, for a 
mix of residential, commercial, employment, 
leisure and tourism uses in accordance with 
the development objectives for SLO1 and 
SLO2. Applications for the development of 
such lands shall include a detailed survey of 
the existing site conditions, proposals for 
demolition and remediation of previous site 
activities and a management plan for the 
disposal of such materials.

To support in-depth development of 
the Waterfront Zone (WZ), north and 
south, for a mix of residential, 
commercial, employment, leisure and 
tourism uses in accordance with the 
development objectives for SLO1 and 
SLO2, having appropriate regard to 
environmental and ecological 
sensitivities associated with this 
coastal location.  

Applications for the development of 
such lands (including in particular any 
development that entails demolition 
and / or site excavation) shall include 
appropriate site and ground surveys / 
investigations / remediation measures 
/ waste management plans as required 
taking in account current and 
previous/historic land uses / site 
activities

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, LU, 
AQN, W, MA

ARK 28

To support and facilitate the development of 
spin off employment and support 
infrastructure from the renewable energy 
sector, including the development of long 
duration electricity storage, distribution and 
transmission and/or projects which would 
further result in the decarbonisation of the 
energy sector.

To support and facilitate the 
development of spin off employment 
and support infrastructure from the 
renewable energy sector, including the 
development of long duration 
electricity storage, distribution and 
transmission and/or projects which 
would further result in the 
decarbonisation of the energy sector.

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, 
AQN, W, MA
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Reference Objective Amendment (shown in blue italics)
Related 

Environmental 
Components

Ensure such facilities are appropriately 
located and designed, informed by 
appropriate environmental/ecological 
assessment processes and do not result 
in significant adverse noise or 
landscape/visual impacts.

ARK 49

To facilitate and encourage the 
redevelopment of the public park areas zoned 
OS1 at Kynock Park, Fernhill/Marian Villas and 
Churchview as funding becomes available.

To facilitate and encourage the 
redevelopment of the public park 
areas zoned OS1 at Kynock Park, 
Fernhill/Marian Villas and Churchview 
as funding becomes available, whilst 
ensuring proposals to re-develop the 
park are appropriately informed by 
ecological surveying and impact 
assessment, and do not result in 
habitat fragmentation or net loss of 
biodiversity.

BFF, L, S, AQN, W

ARK 49

To facilitate and encourage the development 
and/or improvement of public sports facilities 
on the AOS lands to the north and south of 
Seaview Avenue and at Fernhill/Marian Villas 
as funding becomes available.

To facilitate and encourage the 
development and/or improvement of 
public sports facilities on the AOS lands 
to the north and south of Seaview 
Avenue and at Fernhill/Marian Villas as 
funding becomes available, whilst 
ensuring proposals to develop lands 
are appropriately informed by 
ecological surveying and impact 
assessment, and do not result in 
habitat fragmentation or net loss of 
biodiversity.

BFF, L, S, AQN, W

ARK 65

To enforce a general presumption against the 
culverting of watercourses within the LPF 
area, except where absolutely necessary and 
justified. Where development is proposed
within sites that contain culverted 
watercourses, proposals should be included to 
restore or ‘daylight’ said watercourses with an 
appropriate riparian zoned in line with CPO 
17.26 of the Wicklow County Development 
Plan.

To enforce a general presumption 
against the culverting of watercourses 
within the LPF area, except where 
absolutely necessary and justified. 
Where development is proposed
within sites that contain culverted 
watercourses, proposals should be 
included to restore or ‘daylight’ said 
watercourses with an appropriate 
riparian zoned in line with CPO 17.26 
of the Wicklow County Development 
Plan.

Any proposal to culvert a watercourse 
in the LPF area shall be informed by 
appropriate ecological surveying and 
ecological impacts, and shall be in line 
science based good practice relating to 
the protection of ecology and the 
environment, including guidance from 
Inland Fisheries Ireland.

BFF, L, S, AQN, W
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Reference Objective Amendment (shown in blue italics)
Related 

Environmental 
Components

ARK 74

To overcome overreliance on the Nineteen 
Arches Bridge and improve pedestrian and 
cycle connectivity between the north and 
south of the river, by promoting and 
supporting the development of;

The Kilbride Pedestrian and Cycling
Bridge between the Avoca River
Walk and Arklow Town 
Marsh/Ferrybank, including 
associated east-west pedestrian 
links connecting this crossing with 
Ferrybank / Dublin Road 
(short/medium term), the River 
Avoca Industrial Park (long term) 
and Arklow to Laragh 
Greenway(long term).
A second pedestrian and cycling
bridge between South Quay and
North Quay with upgrades to
Doyle’s lane, serving to connect
Arklow Main Street with the
Bridgewater Shopping Centre.

To overcome overreliance on the 
Nineteen Arches Bridge and improve 
pedestrian and cycle connectivity 
between the north and south of the 
river, by promoting and supporting the 
development of;

The Kilbride Pedestrian and
Cycling Bridge between the
Avoca River Walk and Arklow 
Town Marsh/Ferrybank,
including associated east-
west pedestrian links
connecting this crossing with 
Ferrybank / Dublin Road
(short/medium term), the
River Avoca Industrial Park
(long term) and Arklow to
Laragh Greenway(long
term).
A second pedestrian and
cycling bridge between
South Quay and North Quay
with upgrades to Doyle’s
lane, serving to connect
Arklow Main Street with the
Bridgewater Shopping
Centre.

Such development shall be suitably 
informed by ecological surveying, 
ecological impact assessment, AA 
Screening/AA and EIA Screening/EIA, 
as the case may be, with a view toward 
avoiding and preventing significant 
adverse effects on receiving 
environmental sensitivities. Such 
development shall be appropriately 
shaped and guided by environmental 
and ecological constraints in the 
receiving environments.

PHH, BFF, L, CH, S, 
AQN, W, MA
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Reference Objective Amendment (shown in blue italics)
Related 

Environmental 
Components

ARK 89

To work with the OPW and any other relevant 
bodies to address the effects of sea level 
changes, coastal flooding and erosion and to 
support the implementation of adaptation 
responses in vulnerable areas. To facilitate the 
provision of new or the reinforcement of 
existing coastal defences and protection 
measures where necessary and in particular to 
consider the implementation of the measures 
identified in the ECRIPP and any other similar 
studies that are produced during the lifetime 
of the LPF. To employ soft engineering 
techniques or natural solutions as an 
alternative to hard coastal defence works, 
wherever feasible.

To work with the OPW and any other 
relevant bodies to address the effects 
of sea level changes, coastal flooding 
and erosion and to support the 
implementation of adaptation 
responses in vulnerable areas. To 
facilitate the provision of new or the 
reinforcement of existing coastal 
defences and protection measures 
where necessary and in particular to 
consider the implementation of the 
measures identified in the ECRIPP and 
any other similar studies that are 
produced during the lifetime of the 
LPF. To employ soft engineering 
techniques or natural solutions as an 
alternative to hard coastal defence 
works, wherever feasible.

The Council will aim to facilitate and 
promote the carrying out of coastal 
defence and protection works in 
accordance with best environmental 
practice and in manner that only 
considers alteration of the natural 
sediment flow and/or increased 
erosion if there is an overall benefit to 
habitats as a result of the proposals.

BFF, S, W

ARK 95

Ensure the implementation of Sustainable 
Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and in 
particular, to ensure that all surface water 
generated in a new development is disposed 
of on-site or is attenuated and treated prior to 
discharge to an approved surface water 
system;

Ensure the implementation 
of Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and in particular, to ensure 
that all surface water
generated in a new
development is disposed of
on-site or is attenuated and 
treated prior to discharge to
an approved surface water
system; these systems shall
be maintained properly in
accordance with relevant 
standards to ensure their
continue efficacy.
Developments, including
new/expanded 
developments and any
planned improvements to
existing urban spaces, shall
be designed in accordance 
with the guidance document
“Implementation of Urban 
Nature-based Solutions:
Guidance Document for
Planners, Developers and 
Developer Agents” LAWPRO
2024.

PHH, BFF, S, W, MA, 
AQN
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Table 8-4: New Objectives integrated into the LPF

Reference Objective Related Environmental 
Components 

ARK 59

To ensure development is planned in a manner that has appropriate regard to 
specific ecological sensitivities associated with the Arklow area, including those 
associated with the Arklow pNHA, the Avoca River, coastal habitats and species, and 
sites suitable for wintering birds.

In particular, to ensure the protection and where possible the restoration of the 
biodiversity associated with Avoca River and its riparian (bankside) habitats. 
Proposals for development at or in the vicinity of the Avoca River should be informed 
by ecological surveying and ecological impact assessment.

BFF, S, W, AQN

ARK 60

Where necessary, development shall integrate appropriate measures to prevent 
disturbance and displacement of sensitive bird species (such as Greylag Goose and 
Gull species) which may utilise grassland, estuarine, coastal and marine habitats in 
the LPF area. 

In particular, proposed developments located within or adjacent to I-Webs 
(wintering bird survey) sites located at the lower reaches of the Avoca River (Site 
Name: Avoca River/Arklow, Site Code: 0T399), Seaview Avenue (Site Name Arklow 
Main Pond, Site Code: 0T099) and Sea Road (Site Name: Caravan Site Pond, Site 
Code: 0T098 shall be suitably informed by:

Ecological surveying, AA Screening/AA and EIA Screening/EIA, as the case
may be, with a view toward avoiding and preventing significant adverse
effects on receiving environmental sensitivities such as the existing wetland
habitat and avian species which forage and roost during the wintering
season. Such development shall be appropriately shaped and guided by
environmental and ecological constraints in the receiving environments.
Detailed hydrological impact assessment to assess the potential impacts in
terms of water quality and quantity and flow pathways to protect the
hydrological regime of the wetland habitats. The hydrological impact
assessment accompanying such developments shall include an assessment of
the in-combination assessment of any hydrological impacts in terms of
quantity and quality of water with other pressures on the water quantity and
quality supporting these wetlands.

BFF, S, W, AQN

ARK 69

Having regard to the scale, location and characteristics or any proposed
development, the Council may require the preparation of a Resource Waste 
Management (RWMP) as set out in the EPA’s ‘Best Practice Guidelines for the 
preparation of Resource and Waste Management Plans for Construction and 
Demolition Waste’ (2021) including demonstration of proposals to adhere to best 
practice and protocols. 

PHH, BFF, S, W, MA



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 113 of 114 

8.3 Conclusion

The reasonable alternatives presented in Section 6 of this SEA Environmental Report has resulted in the 
development of a Variation/LPF  that achieves the best environmental outcomes in comparison to other 
alternatives considered. 

Environmental protection-related policy and objectives already defined within the WCDP, which apply to the 
Arklow area, will mitigate the wide range of potential negative effects associated with the Plan. The adoption 
of the environmental mitigation measures embedded and integrated into the LPF will also serve to prevent, 
reduce and fully offset potential negative environmental effects due to the implementation of the 
Variation/LPF.

No further mitigation measures are required for the Variation/LPF.



CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as Varied)
SECTION: Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 114 of 114 

9. MONITORING MEASURES

The SEA Directive requires that the environmental effects of the implementation of a plan or variation to a plan
are monitored in order 'to identify at an early stage unforeseen effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate 
remedial action.'

WCC are responsible for undertaking monitoring the Variation/LPF. This monitoring will be undertaken in line 
with current environmental monitoring processes defined for the WCDP.

It is proposed that existing SEOs and associated indicators and targets defined in the WCDP are used to monitor 
the environmental effects of the implementation of the LPF. The SEOs, indicators and targets defined for the 
WCDP are deemed appropriate for measuring the full range of potential environmental effects that may occur 
due to LPF implementation. Utilising these existing SEO will also avoid the unnecessary duplication of 
environmental monitoring processes. One additional SEO to support the measurement of the effects of the LPF 
has been defined. This is as follows:  

Support in the delivery of the Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives.
o Monitoring Indicator: Status of Arklow Decarbonisation Zone objectives as measured under the 

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029. 
o Target: Achievement of Objectives.
o Data Source: Internal Reporting on Key Performance Indicators under the Wicklow County 

Council Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029. 
o Relevant SEO Code under WCDP: C

Where monitoring identifies that the implementation of the adopted LPF is having a significant negative 
environmental effect, an in-depth review of the WCDP/LPF should take place and the LPF should be updated in 
a manner that satisfactorily mitigates these environmental effects (i.e., through the adoption of additional 
environmental mitigation measures). Similarly, where monitoring indicates that potential positive 
environmental effects associated with LPF implementation are not being adequately realised, the LPF should 
be reviewed and updated in a manner that supports the realisation of all potential positive environmental 
effects, having regard to the overall vision and high-level objectives of the LPF.
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DESIGNING AND DELIVERING
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

APPENDIX 2
Scoping Consultation 

Feedback 



 

 

The table below shows a list of all Scoping Responses received from the statutory environmental authorities as 
part of the statutory Scoping consultation process for Draft Variation/LPF 

Ref. Environmental Authority Date Received 

1 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 25/07/2025 
 

This submission is presented overleaf. 
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Headquarters, PO Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
County Wexford, Ireland

Ceanncheathrú, Bosca Poist 3000
Eastát Chaisleán Chaile Sheáin

Contae Loch Garman, Éire

T:   +353 53 916 0600
F:   +353 53 916 0699

E:   info@epa.ie
W:  www.epa.ie

LoCall:   1890 33 55 99

Regional Inspectorate, 
Inniscarra, 

County Cork, Ireland
Cigireacht Réigiúnach, Inis Cara

Chontae Chorcaí, Éire

T:   +353 21 487 5540
F:   +353 21 487 5545

E:   info@epa.ie
W:  www.epa.ie

LoCall:   1890 33 55 99
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DESIGNING AND DELIVERING
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

APPENDIX 3
Detailed Evaluation of the 

Environmental Effects of Plan 
Implementation



Approach and Methodology for the Detailed Evaluation of Environmental Effects of Implementation of the Draft 
Variation/Draft LPF 
 
A detailed evaluation of the potential effects of the Draft Variation/Draft LPF on the baseline environment has 
been carried out in accordance with best practice guidelines. This evaluation has considered the Draft 
Variation/LPF in the absence of environmental mitigation. An evaluation matrix template has been developed to 
facilitate the evaluation of the Draft Variation/Draft LPF on Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) relevant to 
each Environmental Component.  
 
A dedicated evaluation matrix has been prepared for the Draft Variation/Draft LPF. The potential environmental 
effects of Draft Variation/Draft LPF objectives are then described. An evaluation of the environmental effects of 
objectives on Environmental Components, having regard to the SEOs relevant to each Environment Component, 
was then carried out in accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive and best practice guidelines. 
Potential effects of the Draft Variation/Draft LPF on Environmental Components/SEOs have been categorised as 
follows: 
 

• Potential Positive Environmental Impact (indicated in the matrix by a '+').1 

• Potential Negative Environmental Impact (indicated in the matrix by a '-').2 

• Potential Positive and Negative Environmental Impacts (indicated in the matrix by a '+/-'). 
• Uncertain Environmental Impact ((indicated in the matrix by a '?'). 
• Neutral, No or Insignificant Environmental Impact (indicated in the matrix by a '0'). 

 
The evaluation considers all potential direct, indirect/secondary, cumulative,3 synergistic,4 short, medium and 
long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and negative environmental effects. 
 
Completed Evaluation Matrices for the Draft Variation/Draft LPF are presented below. 

 
1  
2  
3  
4 al impact is 
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n.

 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
se

ts
 o

ut
 t

he
 p

ol
icy

 f
or

 
fu

tu
re

 h
ou

sin
g 

gr
ow

th
 w

ith
in

 A
rk

lo
w

. 
Th

er
e 

is 
a 

fo
cu

s o
n 

ho
us

in
g 

gr
ow

th
 th

at
 is

 
fo

cu
se

d 
on

 e
xi

st
in

g 
bu

ilt
 u

p 
ar

ea
s, 

w
ith

 a
n 

ou
tw

ar
ds

 e
xt

en
sio

n 
fro

m
 t

he
 c

en
tr

e 
of

 
Ar

kl
ow

, p
re

ve
nt

in
g 

le
ap

fro
g 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

an
d 

gi
vi

ng
 p

rio
rit

y 
to

 u
nd

ev
el

op
ed

 la
nd

s 
clo

se
st

 t
o 

th
e 

Ar
kl

ow
 c

en
tr

e 
an

d 
pu

bl
ic

 
tr

an
sp

or
t r

ou
te

s. 
Th

is 
w

ill
 h

el
p 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 

ur
ba

n 
sp

ra
w

l, 
th

us
 h

av
in

g 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 a
 r

an
ge

 o
f 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l r
ec

ep
to

rs
. 

No
 

co
nf

lic
ts

 
w

ith
 

an
y 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s o
r S

EO
s h

av
e 

be
en

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
fo

r t
hi

s o
bj
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tiv

e.
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No
tw

ith
st

an
di

ng
 

th
e 

zo
ni

ng
/d

es
ig

na
tio

n 
of

 
la

nd
 

fo
r 

ne
w

 
‘g

re
en

fie
ld

’ 
re

sid
en

tia
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

(R
N)

, 
pe

rm
iss

io
n 

w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 fo

r R
N2

 P
rio

rit
y 

2 
la

nd
s 

un
le

ss
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
ar

e 
sa

tis
fie

d:
 

• 
At

 l
ea

st
 7

5%
 o

f 
Pr

io
rit

y 
1 

ne
w

 r
es

id
en

tia
l 

la
nd

s 
(R

N1
) 

la
nd

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ac
tiv

at
ed

 (
i.e

. 
co

ns
en

t o
bt

ai
ne

d 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
ni

tia
te

d)
;  

• 
It 

ca
n 

be
 sh

ow
n 

th
at

 th
e 

ho
us

in
g /

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

ge
ne

ra
te

d 
by

 
th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 re

su
lt 

in
 th

e 
pr

ev
ai

lin
g 

Co
re

 St
ra

te
gy

 
ta

rg
et

s 
at

 t
he

 t
im

e 
of

 t
he

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

be
in

g 
sig

ni
fic

an
tly

 b
re

ac
he

d.
 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
re

la
te

s 
to

 t
he

 g
ra

nt
in

g 
of

 
pe

rm
iss

io
n 

 
fo

r 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
on

 
gr

ee
nf

ie
ld

 
sit

es
 

fo
r 

re
sid

en
tia

l 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t d
es

ig
na

te
d 

RN
2 

(R
es

id
en

tia
l 

De
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

Pr
io

rit
y 

2)
. I

t 
se

ts
 o

ut
 t

he
 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
th

at
 

m
us

t 
be

 
m

et
 

be
fo

re
 

pe
rm

iss
io

n 
fo

r 
RN

" 
is 

gr
an

te
d,

 e
ns

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ur

ba
n 

pl
an

ni
ng

 d
es

ig
n 

fo
r 

Ar
kl

ow
 is

 
no

t c
om

pr
om

ise
d 

an
d 

th
at

 p
re

ce
de

nc
e 

is 
gi

ve
n 

to
 R

N1
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

be
fo

re
 R

N2
. 

Th
is 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
a 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s 
of

 th
e 

to
w

n,
 th

e 
la

nd
 u

se
 

an
d 

PH
H.

 
 Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ex
pr

es
sly

 su
pp

or
ts

 h
ou

sin
g 

an
d 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

in
 t

he
 

Ar
ea

. 
Th

e 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
ph

as
es

 o
f 

th
is 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t h

as
 th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l t

o 
re

su
lt 

in
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
im

pa
ct

s, 
su

ch
 

as
 

du
st

, 
no

ise
, o

r t
ra

ffi
c d

isr
up

tio
n,

 th
at

 m
ay

 af
fe

ct
 

va
rio

us
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s, 
in

clu
di

ng
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 h
ea

lth
, 

th
e 

ai
r 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 n

oi
se

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, t

he
 

w
at

er
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t, 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
or

 tr
af

fic
 

an
d 

tr
an

sp
or

t c
on

di
tio

ns
. T

he
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
ph

as
es

 
of

 
th

is 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
ha

s 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 

re
su

lt 
in

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 

va
rio

us
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s, 
su

ch
 

as
 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 
he

al
th

, 
tr

af
fic

 
an

d 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

co
nd

iti
on

s, 
m

at
er

ia
l 

as
se

ts
, 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r a

nd
 v

isu
al

 a
m

en
ity
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To
 r

eq
ui

re
 t

ha
t 

ne
w

 r
es

id
en

tia
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

re
pr

es
en

ts
 a

n 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 u

se
 o

f l
an

d 
an

d 
ac

hi
ev

es
 

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t 

de
ns

iti
es

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
to

 t
ha

t 
sit

e 
su

bj
ec

t t
o 

th
e 

re
as

on
ab

le
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 e
xi

st
in

g 
re

sid
en

tia
l 

am
en

iti
es

 
an

d 
th

e 
es

ta
bl

ish
ed

 
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

f e
xi

st
in

g 
se

tt
le

m
en

ts
. I

n 
pr

om
ot

in
g 

hi
gh

er
 

de
ns

iti
es

 
an

d 
m

or
e 

co
m

pa
ct

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t, 
ne

w
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

sh
ou

ld
 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
:  

• 
Su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
Re

sid
en

tia
l 

De
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

an
d 

Co
m

pa
ct

 S
et

tle
m

en
ts

 G
ui

de
lin

es
 f

or
 P

la
nn

in
g 

Au
th

or
iti

es
 

(D
oH

LG
H 

20
24

); 
 

• 
De

sig
n 

St
an

da
rd

s 
fo

r 
Ne

w
 

Ap
ar

tm
en

ts
 

Gu
id

el
in

es
 f

or
 P

la
nn

in
g 

Au
th

or
iti

es
 (

Do
HL

GH
 

20
23

); 
• 

Ur
ba

n 
De

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
an

d 
Bu

ild
in

g 
he

ig
ht

 
Gu

id
el

in
es

 f
or

 P
la

nn
in

g 
Au

th
or

iti
es

 (
Do

HL
GH

 
20

18
); 

 
• 

De
sig

n 
M

an
ua

l f
or

 U
rb

an
 R

oa
ds

 a
nd

 S
tr

ee
ts

 
(D

M
UR

S)
;  

• 
an

y 
su

bs
eq

ue
nt

 /
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t 

M
in

ist
er

ia
l /

 
Go

ve
rn

m
en

t g
ui

de
lin

es
.  

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
se

ts
 o

ut
 t

he
 r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 
fo

r n
ew

 h
ou

sin
g 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

, p
ro

vi
di

ng
 

a 
lis

t 
of

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ta

l 
gu

id
el

in
es

 t
ha

t 
m

us
t b

e 
fo

llo
w

ed
. T

hi
s 

po
lic

y 
w

ill
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 re

sid
en

tia
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
t i

s d
on

e 
w

ith
 

be
st

 p
ra

ct
ice

s i
n 

m
in

d 
an

d 
th

at
 th

e 
la

nd
 is

 
us

ed
 to

 th
e 

am
ou

nt
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 d

en
sit

y,
 

en
su

rin
g 

ef
fic

ie
nt

 u
se

 o
f 

la
nd

 w
ith

ou
t 

co
m

pr
om

isi
ng

 
th

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
re

sid
en

tia
l 

am
en

iti
es

 a
nd

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
.  

Th
is 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
a 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
 

on
 

PH
H,

 
an

d 
m

at
er

ia
l 

as
se

ts
. 

Th
is 

pr
om

ot
es

 
m

or
e 

co
m

pa
ct

 
gr

ow
th

 
w

ith
in

 
th

e 
ar

ea
 

w
hi

ch
 

ha
s 

a 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
n 

cli
m

at
e 

an
d 

ai
r q

ua
lit

y.
 

Co
m

pa
ct

 g
ro

w
th

 re
du

ce
s u

rb
an

 sp
ra

w
l o

f 
th

e 
to

w
n 

w
hi

ch
 c

an
 h

av
e 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 o

th
er

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l r
ec

ep
to

rs
 su

ch
 a

s 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
an

d 
ai

r, 
so

il 
an

d 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

as
 t

he
 g

re
en

 a
re

as
 o

n 
th

e 
fri

ng
es

 o
f t

he
 

to
w

n 
ar

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d.

  
 Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ex
pr

es
sly

 s
up

po
rt

s 
hi

gh
er

 
de

ns
ity

 
ho

us
in

g 
an

d 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
n 

th
e 

ar
ea

. T
he

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l 

ph
as

es
 

of
 

th
is 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

ha
s 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l 
to

 
re

su
lt 

in
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 
va

rio
us

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s, 

su
ch

 
as

 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
, 

tr
af

fic
 

an
d 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
co

nd
iti

on
s, 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

l 
as

se
ts

. 
Ad

he
re

nc
e 

to
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ta
l 

gu
id

el
in

es
 

w
ill

 h
el

p 
to

 re
du

ce
 th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l i

m
pa

ct
 a

s 
a 

re
su

lt 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
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To
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

an
d 

fa
cil

ita
te

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 r
es

id
en

tia
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

ty
pe

s,
 

te
nu

re
s 

an
d 

siz
es

, 
in

clu
di

ng
 a

ffo
rd

ab
le

 a
nd

 
co

st
-re

nt
al

 p
ro

pe
rt

ie
s, 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 c

at
er

 fo
r t

he
 

va
ry

in
g 

ho
us

in
g 

ne
ed

s 
an

d 
ec

on
om

ic 
cir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s 

of
 

th
e 

to
w

n’
s 

po
pu

la
tio

n.
  

In
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

, 
W

ick
lo

w
 C

ou
nt

y 
Co

un
cil

 s
ha

ll 
w

or
k 

w
ith

 th
e 

La
nd

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t A
ge

nc
y,

 a
nd

 
ot

he
r r

el
ev

an
t s

ta
ke

ho
ld

er
s, 

to
 d

el
iv

er
 a

 ra
ng

e 
of

 
re

sid
en

tia
l 

te
nu

re
s 

to
 

m
ee

t 
th

e 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 o

f t
he

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

in
clu

di
ng

 (b
ut

 
no

t 
lim

ite
d 

to
) 

af
fo

rd
ab

le
 

an
d 

co
st

-re
nt

al
 

ho
us

in
g 

ty
pe

s o
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 la

nd
s, 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 th

e 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
ob

je
ct

iv
es

 o
f 

th
e 

LP
F,

 t
he

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
Pl

an
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 
re

le
va

nt
 n

at
io

na
l 

an
d 

re
gi

on
al

 p
ol

ici
es

 a
nd

 
gu

id
el

in
es

. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
en

su
re

s 
th

e 
pr

ov
isi

on
 o

f 
eq

ua
l 

ho
us

in
g 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 a
cr

os
s 

al
l 

so
cio

ec
on

om
ic 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 

to
w

n 
po

pu
la

tio
n.

 T
hi

s 
w

ill
 o

pe
n 

up
 t

he
 

ho
us

in
g 

m
ar

ke
t f

or
 a

 g
re

at
er

 p
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 re

sid
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

us
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

 
on

 
PH

H 
an

d 
m

at
er

ia
l 

as
se

ts
.  

 Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ex

pr
es

sly
 s

up
po

rt
s 

hi
gh

er
 

de
ns

ity
 

ho
us

in
g 

an
d 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t i

n 
th

e 
ar

ea
. T

he
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
ph

as
es

 
of

 
th

is 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
ha

s 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 

re
su

lt 
in

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 

va
rio

us
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s, 
su

ch
 

as
 

po
pu

la
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re
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 c
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 Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ho

w
ev

er
 s

up
po

rt
s 

th
e 

ca
rr

yi
ng

 o
ut

 o
f t

ou
ris

m
 

an
d 

re
cr

ea
tio

na
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t, 

in
clu

di
ng

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
at

 
se

ns
iti

ve
 

lo
ca

tio
ns

, 
w

hi
ch

 
m

ay
 

ha
ve

 
ge

ne
ra

te
 

ad
ve

rs
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
ef

fe
ct

s, 
su

ch
 

as
 

ha
bi

ta
t 

lo
ss

/d
eg

ra
da

tio
n,

 
im

pa
ct

s 
on

 s
en

sit
iv

e 
ec

ol
og

ica
l r

ec
ep

to
rs

 (d
ue

 to
 d

ist
ur

ba
nc

e 
et

c.
), 

tr
af

fic
 a

nd
 tr

an
sp

or
t i

m
pa

ct
s, 

du
st

 im
pa

ct
s, 

no
ise

 im
pa

ct
s 

or
 im

pa
ct

s o
n 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
or

 h
yd

ro
lo

gy
. O

pe
ra

tio
na

l i
m

pa
ct

s 
of

 s
uc

h 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
w

ill
 i

nc
lu

de
 c

ha
ng

es
 t

o 
tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

co
nd

iti
on

s, 
pr

es
su

re
 o

n 
m

at
er

ia
l 

as
se

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 

se
rv

ice
s a

nd
 u

til
iti

es
. 
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To
 p

ro
te

ct
 a

nd
 e

nh
an

ce
 e

xi
st

in
g,

 a
nd

 s
up

po
rt

 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 
ne

w
 

w
al

ki
ng

, 
cy

cli
ng

 
ro

ut
es

 /
 t

ra
ils

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 f

ac
ili

tie
s 

an
cil

la
ry

 t
o 

tr
ai

ls 
(s

uc
h 

as
 s

ig
n 

po
st

in
g 

an
d 

ca
r p

ar
ks

) a
nd

 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f l

in
ka

ge
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

ex
ist

in
g 

tr
ai

ls 
in

 t
he

 a
re

a.
 In

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
, t

o 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

an
d 

fa
cil

ita
te

 
th

e 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 

an
d 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t 

of
: 

• 
Th

e 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r 
W

al
k 

an
d 

lin
ka

ge
s 

to
 V

al
e 

Ro
ad

 
an

d 
Ar

kl
ow

 
M

ai
n 

St
re

et
; 

• 
La

m
be

rt
on

 A
ve

nu
e/

W
oo

dl
an

ds
 P

ar
k 

le
ad

in
g 

to
 

Gl
en

ar
t 

W
oo

ds
; 

• 
W

al
ki

ng
 i

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
al

on
g 

No
rt

h 
Q

ua
y 

lin
ki

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
co

as
ta

l w
al

k 
an

d 
Ky

no
ch

 P
ar

k;
 

• 
W

al
ki

ng
 i

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
al

on
g 

So
ut

h 
Q

ua
y 

lin
ki

ng
 to

 A
rk

lo
w

 S
ou

th
 B

ea
ch

 v
ia

 A
rk

lo
w

 P
or

t 
an

d 
th

e 
fo

rm
er

 A
rk

lo
w

 P
ot

te
ry

 si
te

. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
su

pp
or

ts
 a

ct
iv

e 
tr

av
el

 a
nd

 a
cc

es
sib

ili
ty

 w
ith

in
 

th
e 

ar
ea

. I
m

pr
ov

ed
 c

on
ne

ct
iv

ity
 b

et
w

ee
n 

ex
ist

in
g 

tr
ai

ls 
an

d 
at

tr
ac

tio
ns

 w
ill

 im
pr

ov
e 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 t

ou
ris

m
 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 a

re
a.

 T
hi

s 
ha

s 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 r

es
ul

t 
in

 d
ire

ct
 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 h
ea

lth
 a

nd
 to

ur
ism

 
an

d 
re

cr
ea

tio
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 n

at
ur

e 
tr

ai
ls,

 a
nd

 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s. 
In

di
re

ct
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s o
n 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y,

 fl
or

a 
an

d 
fa

un
a,

 a
ir 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 n

oi
se

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, 

an
d 

cli
m

at
e 

m
ay

 o
cc

ur
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

m
od

al
 sh

ift
 fr

om
 p

riv
at

e 
ca

r 
us

e 
to

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
, t

he
re

fo
re

 re
su

lti
ng

 in
 a

 re
du

ct
io

n 
in

 n
oi

se
 

an
d 

gr
ee

nh
ou

se
 

ga
s 

em
iss

io
ns

.  
 Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ho
w

ev
er

 s
up

po
rt

s 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
 re

su
lt 

in
 a

dv
er

se
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
on

 
re

ce
iv

in
g 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

(h
ab

ita
t 

lo
ss

/d
eg

ra
da

tio
n,

 im
pa

ct
s 

on
 s

en
sit

iv
e 

ec
ol

og
ica

l r
ec

ep
to

rs
), 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
(v

isu
al

 i
m

pa
ct

s)
, 

so
ils

 a
nd

 w
at

er
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
 

(p
ot

en
tia

l p
ol

lu
tin

g 
ru

no
ff)

. T
he

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
ph

as
e 

w
ill

 a
lso

 
in

vo
lv

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 
no

ise
 

an
d 

du
st

 
em

iss
io

ns
 

im
pa

ct
in

g 
se

ns
iti

ve
 re

ce
pt

or
s l

oc
al

ly
 an

d 
m

ay
 d

isr
up

t t
ra

ffi
c a

nd
 tr

an
sp

or
t 

co
nd

iti
on

s. 
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To
 fa

cil
ita

te
 a

nd
 su

pp
or

t t
he

 p
ro

po
se

d 
Ar

kl
ow

 
to

 S
hi

lle
la

gh
 G

re
en

w
ay

 a
s a

n 
ex

pa
ns

io
n 

to
 th

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r W
al

k.
 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
re

la
te

s 
to

 th
e 

su
pp

or
t a

nd
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f t
he

 
Ar

kl
ow

 t
o 

Sh
ill

el
ag

h 
Gr

ee
nw

ay
. 

Gr
ee

nw
ay

s 
fa

cil
ita

te
 a

ct
iv

e 
tr

av
el

 a
nd

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 m
ob

ili
ty

, 
re

su
lti

ng
 i

n 
di

re
ct

 p
os

iti
ve

 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

 a
nd

 t
ou

ris
m

 a
nd

 
re

cr
ea

tio
n.

 
Th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 
gr

ee
nw

ay
s 

w
ill

 
be

ne
fit

 
m

at
er

ia
l 

as
se

ts
 t

hr
ou

gh
 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 s

us
ta

in
ab

le
 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

  
In

di
re

ct
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s 
on

 b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

, f
lo

ra
 a

nd
 f

au
na

, a
ir 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 n

oi
se

 co
nd

iti
on

s, 
an

d 
cli

m
at

e 
m

ay
 o

cc
ur

 th
ro

ug
h 

a 
m

od
al

 s
hi

ft 
fro

m
 p

riv
at

e 
ca

r 
us

e 
to

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
, 

th
er

ef
or

e 
re

su
lti

ng
 in

 a
 re

du
ct

io
n 

in
 n

oi
se

 a
nd

 g
re

en
ho

us
e 

ga
s e

m
iss

io
ns

.  
  Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ho
w

ev
er

 s
up

po
rt

s 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
 re

su
lt 

in
 a

dv
er

se
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
on

 
re

ce
iv

in
g 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

(h
ab

ita
t 

lo
ss

/d
eg

ra
da

tio
n 

an
d 

fra
gm

en
ta

tio
n,

 i
m

pa
ct

s 
on

 s
en

sit
iv

e 
ec

ol
og

ica
l 

re
ce

pt
or

s 
an

d 
rip

ar
ia

n 
ha

bi
ta

ts
) 

an
d 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
(v

isu
al

 i
m

pa
ct

s)
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 a

lo
ng

 t
he

 A
vo

ca
 R

iv
er

, 
pa

rt
 o

f 
w

hi
ch

 is
 a

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

sit
e 

(A
rk

lo
w

 T
ow

n 
M

ar
sh

 p
NH

A)
. T

he
 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

e 
w

ill
 a

lso
 in

vo
lv

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 n
oi

se
 a

nd
 d

us
t 

em
iss

io
ns

 im
pa

ct
in

g 
se

ns
iti

ve
 r

ec
ep

to
rs

 (
th

e 
so

ils
 a

nd
 w

at
er

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
, 

an
d 

re
co

rd
ed

 
an

d 
un

re
co

rd
ed

 
he

rit
ag

e 
fe

at
ur

es
) a

nd
 m

ay
 d

isr
up

t t
ra

ffi
c a

nd
 tr

an
sp

or
t c

on
di

tio
ns

.  

+/
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
0 

- 
+ 

+ 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t) 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

38
 

To
 p

os
iti

ve
ly

 c
on

sid
er

 t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
of

: 
a)

 N
ew

 h
ot

el
s, 

ap
ar

t-h
ot

el
s, 

bo
ut

iq
ue

 h
ot

el
s 

an
d 

ho
st

el
s 

w
ith

in
 in

 t
he

 L
PF

 a
re

a 
su

bj
ec

t 
to

 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 n

or
m

al
 p

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

de
sig

n 
cr

ite
ria

. 
b)

 H
ot

el
s, 

ap
ar

t-h
ot

el
s 

an
d 

bo
ut

iq
ue

 h
ot

el
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 i

n 
th

e 
AO

S 
zo

ne
d 

ar
ea

 
w

he
re

 su
ch

 la
nd

 is
 in

 a
ct

iv
e 

go
lf 

co
ur

se
 u

se
 a

nd
 

th
e 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
n 

is 
he

ld
 in

 si
ng

le
 o

w
ne

rs
hi

p 
an

d 
m

an
ag

ed
 i

n 
co

nj
un

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 t

he
 g

ol
f 

co
ur

se
. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

n 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

e 
to

ur
ism

 a
m

en
iti

es
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 a
re

a.
 T

hi
s 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
po

sit
iv

e 
im

pa
ct

s o
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l c
om

po
ne

nt
s s

uc
h 

as
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 h
ea

lth
, c

ul
tu

ra
l h

er
ita

ge
, m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s 
an

d 
to

ur
ism

 
an

d 
re

cr
ea

tio
n.

 
 Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ho
w

ev
er

 
su

pp
or

ts
 

th
e 

ca
rr

yi
ng

 
ou

t 
of

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
w

hi
ch

, 
in

 t
he

 a
bs

en
ce

 o
f 

m
iti

ga
tio

n,
 h

as
 t

he
 

po
te

nt
ia

l 
to

 r
es

ul
t 

in
 t

yp
ica

l 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
an

d 
op

er
at

io
na

l-
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s. 

Th
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

es
 o

f 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
su

pp
or

te
d 

by
 t

hi
s 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ha

ve
 t

he
 p

ot
en

tia
l 

to
 r

es
ul

t 
in

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

im
pa

ct
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

du
st

 a
nd

 n
oi

se
 e

m
iss

io
ns

, 
tr

af
fic

 d
isr

up
tio

n,
 p

ol
lu

tin
g 

ru
no

ff 
w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 a
ffe

ct
 v

ar
io

us
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l c
om

po
ne

nt
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
, t

he
 a

ir 
qu

al
ity

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t, 

th
e 

no
ise

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t, 

th
e 

w
at

er
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t, 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
or

 t
ra

ffi
c 

an
d 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
co

nd
iti

on
s, 

la
nd

sc
ap

e,
 a

nd
 m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s. 
Th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

io
n 

on
 A

O
S 

zo
ne

d 
la

nd
s 

m
ay

 i
m

pa
ct

 o
n 

un
di

sc
ov

er
ed

/u
nr

ec
or

de
d 

he
rit

ag
e 

fe
at

ur
es

.  
 Th

e 
op

er
at

io
na

l p
ha

se
s o

f s
ai

d 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t h
av

e 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 r

es
ul

t 
in

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l e
ffe

ct
s 

on
 v

ar
io

us
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s, 

su
ch

 a
s p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 h
ea

lth
, t

ra
ffi

c a
nd

 
tr

an
sp

or
t c

on
di

tio
ns

, m
at

er
ia

l a
ss

et
s, 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r a

nd
 

vi
su

al
 a

m
en

ity
. T

he
 L

PF
 in

 g
en

er
al

 w
ill

 le
ad

 to
 th

e 
su

bs
ta

nt
ia

l 
gr

ow
th

 o
f t

ou
ris

m
 in

 th
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 c
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s f
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 m
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 p
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 c
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at
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l p
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af
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l p
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Ha
vi

ng
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 t
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 p
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en
tia

l l
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te
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ed
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n 

ne
ed
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 t
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 A
rk

lo
w
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re

a 
w

hi
ch
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 n

ot
 b
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n 

de
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ed
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e 
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ay
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 t
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 p
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 a
nd

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta
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tr

ai
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s p
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nt
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 th

e 
ar

ea
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nd
 th

e 
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e 
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ire
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pa
rt
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r 
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of
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ls 
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l b
e 

pe
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ll l
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ha
n 

O
S1

 a
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w
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ite
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ll 
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al

 p
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in

g 
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er
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lfi
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 t
o 
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re
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l 
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m
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w
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 p
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r p
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 d
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 b
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 b
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e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 (p

op
ul

at
io

n)
 a

nd
 m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s o
f t

he
 

ar
ea

. G
oo

d 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
of

 s
ch

oo
lin

g 
fa

cil
iti

es
 w

ill
 

in
cr

ea
se

 
th
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 c
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Th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 
Au

th
or

ity
 

w
ill

 
re
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t 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 th
at

 e
nt

ai
l t

he
 lo

ss
 o

f e
xi

st
in

g 
co

m
m

un
ity

, 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

op
en

 
sp

ac
e/

re
cr

ea
tio

n 
la

nd
s 

or
 b

ui
ld

in
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 u
nl
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s 

it 
ca

n 
be

 
de

m
on

st
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te
d 

th
at

 
(a

) 
ad

eq
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te
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m

m
un
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at
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n 
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d 
op

en
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e/
re

cr
ea

tio
n 

la
nd

s 
an

d 
bu
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in
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 w

ou
ld

 
be

 r
et

ai
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d 
in

 th
e 

se
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le
m

en
t h

av
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g 
re
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rd

 
to

 t
he

 p
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 f
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e 

po
pu
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tio

n 
of

 t
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m
en

t 
or

 (
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 t
he

 p
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ul

ar
 l

an
ds

 o
r 

bu
ild

in
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 a
re

 n
ot

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
or

 n
ee

de
d 

fo
r 

cu
rr

en
t o

r f
ut

ur
e 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l, 

co
m

m
un

ity
 o

r 
op

en
 

sp
ac

e 
/ 

re
cr

ea
tio

na
l 

us
ag

e.
 

In
 

pa
rt

icu
la

r, 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 u
nd
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y 
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ns

tr
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n 
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e 
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f 
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in
g 
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ho
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 b

e 
pe

rm
itt

ed
. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
en

su
re

s t
ha

t d
ev

el
op

m
en

t w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 

ca
us

e 
of

 th
e 

lo
ss

 o
f e

xi
st

in
g 

or
 p

la
nn

ed
 c

om
m

un
ity

 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 a

re
a 

is 
pr

ev
en

te
d 

un
le

ss
 

ce
rt

ai
n 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 ca
n 

be
 m
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W
ith

ou
t 

ex
ce

pt
io

n,
 t

o 
re

qu
ire

 t
he

 p
ro

vi
sio

n 
of

 c
hi

ld
ca

re
 f

ac
ili

tie
s 

in
 a

ll 
ne

w
 r

es
id

en
tia

l 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 co

m
pr

isi
ng

 7
5 

ho
us

es
 o

r m
or

e 
(in

clu
di

ng
 lo

ca
l a

ut
ho

rit
y 

an
d 

so
cia

l h
ou

sin
g 

sc
he

m
es

). 
In

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t, 
He

rit
ag

e 
&

 L
oc

al
 G

ov
er
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en

t 
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id
el

in
es

, c
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 p
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ce
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ll 
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 p
ro
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d 
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 ra

tio
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f 2
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 p

er
 7

5 
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en
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rd
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m
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at
iv
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de
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lo
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en
t. 

 
W

he
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ch

ild
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 f
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e 
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qu

ire
d 
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t o
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ew

 d
ev
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al

l b
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 c
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r c
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 d
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 p
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ra
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 m
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n 

th
e 
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op
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n 
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iv
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 d
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ct
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r i
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) 
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r 
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e 
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 s
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, l

an
d 

ta
ke

, p
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m
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, 
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m
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m
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io
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 t

o 
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, 

w
at

er
 o

r 
ai

r),
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at
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n 
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ire

m
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ts
, d

ur
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io
n 

of
 c
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st

ru
ct

io
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 o
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ra
tio
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 d
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m
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ng
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an
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r e
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ct
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al

l n
ot

 b
e 
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itt
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n 

th
e 
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is 
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F.
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ob
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iv
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ot
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n 

sit
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oj
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w
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ch
 

w
ill

 
gi

ve
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e 
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e 
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en
ta

l 
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fe
ct

s 
by

 
en

su
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g 
th

es
e 
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ec
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 a
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 n
ot

 p
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m
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ed
 to

 go
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ve
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 p
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 o

n 
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re
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 p
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En
su
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th
at

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
pr

op
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al
s 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

em
en

t 
of

 b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 a
nd

 
ec

ol
og

ica
l 

co
nn

ec
tiv

ity
 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

LP
F 

ar
ea

 
in

 
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 A
rt

icl
e 

10
 o

f t
he

 H
ab

ita
ts

 D
ire

ct
iv

e,
 

in
clu

di
ng

 li
ne

ar
 la

nd
sc

ap
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 li
ke

 w
at

er
co

ur
se

s 
(ri

ve
rs

, 
st

re
am

s, 
ca

na
ls,

 p
on

ds
, 

dr
ai

na
ge

 c
ha

nn
el

s, 
et

c)
, w

oo
dl

an
ds

, t
re

es
, h

ed
ge

ro
w

s, 
ro

ad
 a

nd
 ra

ilw
ay

 
m

ar
gi

ns
, 

se
m

i-n
at

ur
al

 g
ra

ss
la

nd
s, 

na
tu

ra
l 

sp
rin

gs
, 

w
et

la
nd

s, 
st

on
ew

al
ls,

 
ge

ol
og

ica
l 

an
d 

ge
o-

m
or

ph
ol

og
ica

l 
sy

st
em

s, 
fe

at
ur

es
 

w
hi

ch
 

ac
t 

as
 

st
ep

pi
ng

 s
to

ne
s, 

su
ch

 a
s 

m
ar

sh
es

 a
nd

 w
oo

dl
an

ds
, 

ot
he

r 
la

nd
sc

ap
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
nd

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

w
ild

lif
e 

w
he

re
 t

he
se

 f
or

m
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 e

co
lo

gi
ca

l 
ne

tw
or

k 
an

d/
or

 m
ay

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

s 
ec

ol
og

ica
l c

or
rid

or
s 

or
 

st
ep

pi
ng

 st
on

es
 th

at
 ta

ke
n 

as
 a

 w
ho

le
 h

el
p 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
co

he
re

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 n

et
w

or
k 

in
 W

ick
lo

w
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 d
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en
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ls 
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n 

an
d 
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en
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f b
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di
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ica
l 
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id
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ob

je
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e 
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s 
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e 
ef

fe
ct
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iv
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y.
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tiv
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is 
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t 
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is 
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iv
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sit
y 

pr
ot
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tio

n 
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it 

pr
ev

en
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en

ta
tio

n 
of

 h
ab

ita
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 t
ha

t 
pr

ev
en
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 t
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m
ov

em
en

t o
f e

co
lo

gi
ca

l s
pe

cie
s, 

th
us

 is
ol

at
in

g 
th
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 a

nd
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ed
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in
g 

th
ei

r 
re

sil
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nc
e 
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 t
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an
d 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
ad
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t 

to
 n

at
ur

al
 a

nd
 h

um
an

-
re

la
te

d 
ch

an
ge

s. 
Th
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tiv
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 c
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ut
e 
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t d
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n 

w
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 th
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l 
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fe
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ot
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r 
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nm
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ta
l 

re
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hi
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ra
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 h
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th
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ca
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in
g 
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lo
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 o
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te
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 s
er
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d 
w
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 p
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tio
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et
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bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

w
ith

in
 th
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e 
po
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ra
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e 
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iv
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su
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s 

ha
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 k
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 w
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l a

s 
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ef
its

 fo
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th
er

 e
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To
 p

ro
te
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 n
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-d
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na
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d 
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d 

GI
 

co
rr

id
or
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fro
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pr
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de
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at
 e
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m
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s c
ar
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d 
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t 
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 d
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el
y 
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e 
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t 
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lo
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ha
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s 

or
 

w
ild

lif
e 
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En
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te
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nd
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iti
ga

tio
n 

m
ea
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s 
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 d
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m

en
t 
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s 
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 p
ar

t 
of
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y 
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l i

m
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en
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e 
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m
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 p

ro
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w
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e 
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m
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 f
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e 
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l 
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n.

 
Th

is 
in

cr
ea

se
s t

he
 re

sil
ie

nc
e 

an
d 

ad
ap

ta
tio

n 
ab

ili
tie

s 
of

 th
es

e 
ke

y s
pe

ci
es

. T
he

 su
pp

or
t o

f b
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as

 h
um

an
 in

du
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d 
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W
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 d
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 d
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r c
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 m

ee
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hi

s s
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 p
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te
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n 
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at
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 a
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 p
os

iti
ve

 e
ffe
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To
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

th
e 

pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

of
 tr

ee
s, 

gr
ou

ps
 o

f t
re

es
 

or
 w

oo
dl

an
ds

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 n
at

iv
e 

tr
ee

 s
pe

ci
es

, a
nd

 
th

os
e 

tr
ee

s 
as

so
cia

te
d 

w
ith

 
an

cie
nt

 
w

oo
dl

an
ds

, 
w

he
th

er
 s

ub
je

ct
 to

 T
PO

 o
r n

ot
, w

he
re

 c
on

sid
er

ed
 to

 
be

 v
ia

bl
e,

 s
af

e 
an

d 
in

 li
ne

 w
ith

 s
ou

nd
 a

rb
or

icu
ltu

ra
l 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
. 

To
 r

eq
ui

re
 a

nd
 e
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ur

e 
th

e 
pr
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er

va
tio

n 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

em
en

t 
of

 n
at

iv
e 

an
d 

se
m

i-
na

tu
ra

l 
w

oo
dl

an
ds

, 
gr

ou
ps

 o
f 

tr
ee

s 
an

d 
in

di
vi

du
al

 
tr

ee
s, 

as
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

pr
oc

es
s, 

an
d 

re
qu

ire
 t

he
 p

la
nt

in
g 

of
 n

at
iv

e 
br

oa
d 

le
av

ed
 s

pe
cie

s, 
an

d 
sp

ec
ie

s o
f l

oc
al

 p
ro

ve
na

nc
e 

in
 a

ll 
ne

w
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

. 
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is 

ob
je
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iv

e 
ai

m
s t

o 
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ot

e 
th

e 
pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
of

 t
re
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, g

ro
up

s 
of

 t
re
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 o

r 
w

oo
dl

an
ds

, w
ith

 a
 

pa
rt

icu
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is 
on

 n
at

iv
e 

sp
ec

ie
s. 

Tr
ee

s 
an

d 
pa

rt
icu

la
rly

 
w

oo
dl

an
ds

 
pr

ov
id

e 
vi

ta
l 

ec
os

ys
te

m
 se

rv
ice

s s
o 

th
ei

r p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

no
t o

nl
y 

ha
s p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s o
n 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

bu
t a

lso
 h

as
 

in
di

re
ct

 p
os

iti
ve

 e
ffe

ct
s o

n 
ot

he
r e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

re
ce

pt
or

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ai

r, 
w

at
er

, s
oi

l, 
cli

m
at

e,
 a

nd
 

vi
su

al
 

am
en

ity
.  

 In
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 t
he

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

an
d 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t 

of
 n

at
iv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s 
is 

im
po

rt
an

t a
s 

th
es

e 
sp

ec
ie

s 
ar

e 
ad

ap
te

d 
to

 lo
ca

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 a

nd
 th

us
 m

or
e 

eq
ui

pp
ed

 to
 su

rv
iv

e 
an

d 
th

riv
e 

th
er

e,
 w

hi
ch

 ca
n 

m
ax

im
ise

 e
co

sy
st

em
 b

en
ef

its
. L

oc
al

 f
lo

ra
 a

nd
 

fa
un

a 
ar

e 
al

so
 a

da
pt

ed
 to

 c
o-

ex
ist

 a
nd

 li
ve

 o
ff 

th
es

e 
ke

y 
sp

ec
ie

s a
nd

 th
us

 b
en

ef
it 

gr
ea

tly
 fr

om
 

ha
vi

ng
 t

he
se

 s
pe

cie
s 

pr
es

en
t 

in
 h

ab
ita

ts
. T

he
 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t o

f n
at

iv
e 

tr
ee

s s
pe

cie
s a

nd
 n

at
iv

e 
an

d 
an

cie
nt

 w
oo

dl
an

d 
al

so
 h

as
 a

 p
os

iti
ve

 e
ffe

ct
 

on
 c

ul
tu

ra
l h

er
ita

ge
  

as
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

a 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 
pl

an
t 

ar
ea

s 
hi

st
or

ic
 

pa
st

. 
 Re

qu
iri

ng
 n

ew
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 t
o 

pl
an

t 
na

tiv
e 

br
oa

d 
le

av
ed

 s
pe

cie
s, 

an
d 

sp
ec

ie
s 

of
 l

oc
al

 
pr

ov
en

an
ce

, t
hi

s 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
n 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y.

 T
he

 p
ro

m
ot

io
n 

of
 n

at
iv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s o
f 

lo
ca

l 
pr

ov
en

an
ce

 
co

nt
rib

ut
es

 
to

 
ec

ol
og

ica
l 

di
ve

rs
ity

 
an

d 
su

st
ai

na
bi

lit
y 

an
d 

ha
s 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l t
o 

ha
ve

 p
os

iti
ve

 c
o-

be
ne

fit
s f

or
 o

th
er

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s. 

 
 Th

er
e 

is 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

fo
r 

sig
ni

fic
an

t 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 
se

ns
iti

ve
 

ec
ol

og
ica

l 
re

ce
pt

or
s 

w
he

re
 

th
e 

pl
an

tin
g 

of
 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
oc

cu
rs

 
at

 
gr

as
sla

nd
 

ha
bi

ta
t w

hi
ch

 su
pp

or
ts

 S
CI

s G
re

yl
ag

 G
oo

se
 a

nd
 

Gu
ll 

sp
ec

ie
s. 

+ 
+/

- 
+ 

+ 
+ 

0 
+ 

+ 
0 

+ 
+ 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t)

 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
om

po
ne

nt
s a

nd
 S

EO
s (

pr
io

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

62
 

To
 

re
qu

ire
 

th
e 

re
te

nt
io

n,
 

w
he

re
ve

r 
po

ss
ib

le
, 

of
 

he
dg

er
ow

s a
nd

 o
th

er
 d

ist
in

ct
iv

e 
bo

un
da

ry
 tr

ea
tm

en
t 

in
 th

e 
LP

F 
ar

ea
. W

he
re

 re
m

ov
al

 o
f a

 h
ed

ge
ro

w
, s

to
ne

 
w

al
l 

or
 

ot
he

r 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
bo

un
da

ry
 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
is 

un
av

oi
da

bl
e,

 p
ro

vi
sio

n 
of

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ty

pe
 o

f b
ou

nd
ar

y 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
of

 si
m

ila
r l

en
gt

h 
an

d 
se

t b
ac

k 
w

ith
in

 
th

e 
sit

e 
in

 
ad

va
nc

e 
of

 
th

e 
co

m
m

en
ce

m
en

t 
of

 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
w

or
ks

 o
n 

th
e 

sit
e 

(u
nl

es
s 

ot
he

rw
ise

 
ag

re
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)
. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
su

pp
or

ts
 

th
e 

re
te

nt
io

n 
of

 
he

dg
er

ow
s 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
bo

un
da

rie
s 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

ar
ea

. 
Th

es
e 

bo
un

da
rie

s 
ar

e 
of

 
im

po
rt

an
t 

cu
ltu

ra
l 

sig
ni

fic
an

ce
 w

ith
in

 I
re

la
nd

 
an

d 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

vi
su

al
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
f 

th
e 

Iri
sh

 
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

 
Th

ei
r 

re
te

nt
io

n 
w

ill
 

co
nt

rib
ut

e 
po

sit
iv

el
y 

to
 c

ul
tu

ra
l h

er
ita

ge
. T

he
 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
of

 h
ed

ge
ro

w
s 

is 
im

po
rt

an
t 

as
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

an
 in

te
gr

al
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 fe

at
ur

e 
th

at
 a

ct
 a

s 
im

po
rt

an
t h

ab
ita

t a
nd

 e
co

lo
gi

ca
l c

or
rid

or
s. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ha

s 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

to
 h

av
e 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

fo
r 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y,

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

co
-b

en
ef

its
 

fo
r 

ot
he

r 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l c

om
po

ne
nt

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

an
d 

no
ise

 re
du

ct
io

n.
 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
0 

+ 
+ 

0 
0 

+ 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t)

 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
om

po
ne

nt
s a

nd
 S

EO
s (

pr
io

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

63
 

To
 

en
fo

rc
e 

a 
ge

ne
ra

l 
pr

es
um

pt
io

n 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
cu

lv
er

tin
g o

f w
at

er
co

ur
se

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
LP

F a
re

a,
 e

xc
ep

t 
w

he
re

 a
bs

ol
ut

el
y 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
an

d 
ju

st
ifi

ed
. 

W
he

re
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

is 
pr

op
os

ed
 w

ith
in

 s
ite

s 
th

at
 c

on
ta

in
 

cu
lv

er
te

d 
w

at
er

co
ur

se
s, 

pr
op

os
al

s s
ho

ul
d 

be
 in

clu
de

d 
to

 r
es

to
re

 o
r 

‘d
ay

lig
ht

’ 
sa

id
 w

at
er

co
ur

se
s 

w
ith

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 ri

pa
ria

n 
zo

ne
d 

in
 li

ne
 w

ith
 C

PO
 1

7.
26

 o
f 

th
e 

W
ick

lo
w

 C
ou

nt
y 

De
ve

lo
pm

en
t P

la
n.

 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
re

qu
ire

s 
th

at
 

w
at

er
co

ur
se

s 
w

ith
in

 
th

e 
ar

ea
 

no
t 

be
 

cu
lv

er
te

d 
un

le
ss

 
ab

so
lu

te
ly

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 a

nd
 ju

st
ifi

ed
. C

ul
ve

rt
in

g 
a 

w
at

er
co

ur
se

 
ha

s 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l i

m
pa

ct
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

in
cr

ea
sin

g 
th

e 
flo

od
 p

ot
en

tia
l o

f 
a 

w
at

er
bo

dy
, c

ha
ng

in
g 

th
e 

w
at

er
co

ur
se

 m
or

ph
ol

og
y 

an
d 

fr
ag

m
en

tin
g 

th
e 

ec
ol

og
ica

l 
co

rr
id

or
, 

th
us

 l
ea

di
ng

 t
o 

a 
lo

ss
 i

n 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l f

ea
tu

re
s. 

It 
al

so
 im

pa
ct

s 
on

 th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
di

st
ur

bi
ng

 o
f 

bi
ol

og
ica

l p
ro

ce
ss

es
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 w
at

er
bo

dy
. B

y 
en

co
ur

ag
in

g 
pr

op
os

al
s 

in
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

ap
pl

ica
tio

ns
 

fo
r 

'd
ay

lig
ht

in
g'

 
cu

lv
er

te
d 

w
at

er
bo

di
es

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 si

te
s, 

th
is 

w
ill

 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 th

e 
re

st
or

at
io

n 
of

 th
es

e 
sy

st
em

s, 
ha

vi
ng

 a
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

 o
n 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
an

d 
as

so
cia

te
d 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
re

ce
pt

or
s. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
do

es
 

st
ill

 
ho

w
ev

er
 

su
pp

or
t 

cu
lv

er
tin

g 
in

 w
at

er
co

ur
se

s, 
th

is 
ca

n 
ha

ve
 a

 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
ef

fe
ct

 
on

 
th

e 
w

at
er

bo
dy

 
an

d 
its

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

re
ce

pt
or

s. 
Cl

ea
r, 

sc
ie

nt
ifi

ca
lly

 
in

fo
rm

ed
 g

ui
da

nc
e 

m
us

t b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 fo
r t

he
se

 
w

or
ks

 
an

d 
ec

ol
og

ica
l 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

m
us

t 
be

 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t b
y 

a 
su

ita
bl

y 
qu

al
ifi

ed
 s

pe
cia

lis
t t

o 
en

su
re

 n
o 

sig
ni

fic
an

t e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l e
ffe

ct
. 

0 
+/

- 
+/

- 
0 

+/
- 

0 
+/

- 
+/

- 
0 

0 
+/

- 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t)

 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
om

po
ne

nt
s a

nd
 S

EO
s (

pr
io

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

64
 

To
 

pr
om

ot
e 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 

en
ha

nc
ed

 o
r n

ew
 gr

ee
nw

ay
s a

nd
 a

m
en

ity
 w

al
ks

 at
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

lo
ca

tio
ns

 a
nd

 r
eq

ui
re

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
in

 t
he

 
vi

cin
ity

 o
f s

am
e 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 e

xi
st

in
g 

ro
ut

es
 a

nd
 /

 o
r 

pr
ov

id
e 

ne
w

 
lin

ks
: 

• 
Th

e 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r 
W

al
k 

an
d 

Sh
ill

el
ag

h 
to

 A
rk

lo
w

 
Gr

ee
nw

ay
 

Ro
ut

e.
 

• 
Gl

en
ar

t 
W

oo
ds

 
Fo

re
st

. 
• 

Ar
kl

ow
 

Se
af

ro
nt

 
an

d 
W

at
er

fro
nt

 
Zo

ne
s. 

• 
Ar

kl
ow

 
Ro

ck
 

Cl
iff

 
W

al
k 

• 
Ar

kl
ow

 N
or

th
 a

nd
 S

ou
th

 Q
ua

ys
. 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ai

m
s 

to
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

gr
ee

nw
ay

 a
nd

 a
m

en
ity

 w
al

ki
ng

 in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 

Th
is 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
is 

ke
y 

fo
r 

su
pp

or
tin

g 
re

cr
ea

tio
n 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l p
op

ul
at

io
n,

 th
us

 
ha

vi
ng

 a
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

 o
n 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

. T
he

se
 

gr
ee

n 
tr

an
sp

or
t r

ou
te

s 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

sa
fe

 c
or

rid
or

 
fo

r 
no

n-
ve

hi
cu

la
r 

m
ov

em
en

t 
of

 p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
e 

an
 

ec
ol

og
ica

l 
co

rr
id

or
 

fo
r 

th
e 

m
ov

em
en

t o
f f

au
na

. T
hi

s h
as

 p
os

iti
ve

 e
ffe

ct
 o

n 
cli

m
at

e 
ch

an
ge

, a
ir 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
, a

s 
w

el
l 

as
 

po
sit

iv
e 

in
di

re
ct

 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 
ot

he
r 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
re

ce
pt

or
s. 

 
 Th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

su
pp

or
ts

 t
he

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
ou

t 
of

 
lin

ea
r 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

at
 

va
rio

us
 

lo
ca

tio
n,

 
in

clu
di

ng
 

se
ns

iti
ve

 
te

rr
es

tr
ia

l, 
riv

er
in

e 
an

d 
co

as
ta

l l
oc

at
io

ns
. S

uc
h 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t m

ay
 re

su
lt 

in
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

ef
fe

ct
s, 

su
ch

 a
s 

ha
bi

ta
t 

lo
ss

/f
ra

gm
en

ta
tio

n,
 d

us
t, 

no
ise

, w
at

er
 

qu
al

ity
 im

pa
ct

s, 
or

 h
yd

ro
lo

gi
ca

l i
m

pa
ct

s. 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+ 
+/

- 
+/

- 
+ 

+ 
+ 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t)

 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
om

po
ne

nt
s a

nd
 S

EO
s (

pr
io

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

65
 

To
 r

eq
ui

re
 t

ha
t 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

w
ith

in
 o

r 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 t

o 
Ar

kl
ow

 
To

w
n 

M
ar

sh
 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 

in
fo

rm
ed

 
by

: 
a)

 A
 d

et
ai

le
d 

Ec
ol

og
ica

l I
m

pa
ct

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

an
d 

EI
A 

Sc
re

en
in

g 
or

 E
IA

R 
as

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

. 
Th

e 
Ec

ol
og

ica
l 

Im
pa

ct
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

in
fo

rm
ed

 b
y 

de
ta

ile
d 

de
sk

to
p 

st
ud

y 
an

d 
de

ta
ile

d 
ec

ol
og

ica
l s

ur
ve

ys
 o

f t
he

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
la

nd
s 

an
d 

Ar
kl

ow
 M

ar
sh

 p
HN

A 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
ec

ol
og

ica
l 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t 

of
 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
la

nd
s 

an
d 

th
e 

ec
ol

og
ica

l 
co

rr
id

or
s. 

 
b)

 A
 d

et
ai

le
d 

hy
dr

ol
og

ica
l 

im
pa

ct
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
to

 
as

se
ss

 th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l i
m

pa
ct

s 
to

 g
ro

un
dw

at
er

 b
ot

h 
in

 
te

rm
s 

of
 g

ro
un

dw
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
an

d 
qu

an
tit

y 
an

d 
gr

ou
nd

w
at

er
 

flo
w

 
pa

th
w

ay
s 

to
 

pr
ot

ec
t 

th
e 

hy
dr

ol
og

ica
l r

eg
im

e 
of

 t
he

 m
ar

sh
.  

Th
e 

hy
dr

ol
og

ica
l 

Im
pa

ct
 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

ac
co

m
pa

ny
in

g 
su

ch
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 s
ha

ll 
in

cl
ud

e 
an

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t o

f t
he

 in
-

co
m

bi
na

tio
n 

as
se

ss
m

en
t o

f a
ny

 h
yd

ro
lo

gi
ca

l i
m

pa
ct

s 
in

 te
rm

s 
of

 q
ua

nt
ity

 a
nd

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 w

at
er

 w
ith

 o
th

er
 

pr
es

su
re

s 
on

 
th

e 
w

at
er

 
qu

an
tit

y 
an

d 
qu

al
ity

 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

th
e 

m
ar

sh
 

e.
g.

 
an

 
in

-c
om

bi
na

tio
n 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

w
ith

 t
he

 i
m

pa
ct

 o
f 

th
e 

Ar
kl

ow
 F

lo
od

 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

Sc
he

m
e 

is 
re

qu
ire

d.
  

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
re

qu
ire

s 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
as

se
ss

m
en

ts
 

fo
r 

an
y 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

pr
op

os
al

s 
w

ith
in

 o
r 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 t
o 

th
e 

Ar
kl

ow
 T

ow
n 

M
ar

sh
 p

NH
A.

 W
hi

le
 t

hi
s 

is 
be

in
g 

ex
pr

es
sly

 p
ro

po
se

d 
fo

r t
he

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

of
 

th
e 

pN
HA

, 
al

l 
re

ce
pt

or
s 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

lo
ca

l 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
w

ill
 

be
ne

fit
 

th
ro

ug
h 

de
ta

ile
d 

as
se

ss
m

en
ts

 
of

 
po

te
nt

ia
l 

im
pa

ct
s 

of
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

pr
op

os
al

s, 
w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 i
nc

lu
de

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

or
 e

nh
an

ce
m

en
t m

ea
su

re
s. 

 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 



  

 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 

th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
M

iti
ga

tio
n)

 
- 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
Cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
an

d 
Tr

an
sb

ou
nd

ar
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l E
ffe

ct
s (

As
se

ss
m

en
t T

ex
t)

 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
om

po
ne

nt
s a

nd
 S

EO
s (

pr
io

r t
o 

m
iti

ga
tio

n)
 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

66
 

To
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

an
d 

fa
cil

ita
te

 t
he

 r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 

qu
ar

ry
 l

an
ds

 a
t 

Ar
kl

ow
 R

oc
k-

As
ki

nt
in

ny
 p

ro
po

se
d 

NH
A 

in
 a

n 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
lly

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 w
ay

 i
n 

th
e 

ev
en

t t
ha

t t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g 
qu

ar
ry

in
g 

us
e 

on
 si

te
 ce

as
es

.  
 

Th
is 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ca

ll 
fo

r 
th

e 
re

st
or

at
io

n 
of

 t
he

 
qu

ar
ry

 la
nd

s a
t A

rk
lo

w
 R

oc
k-

As
ki

nt
in

ny
 p

NH
A 

in
 

th
e 

ev
en

t 
th

at
 t

he
 e

xi
st

in
g 

qu
ar

ry
in

g 
ta

ki
ng

 
pl

ac
e 

at
 th

e 
sit

e 
ce

as
es

. T
hi

s 
is 

an
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 

fo
r t

he
 e

nh
an

ce
m

en
t o

f b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 

ec
os

ys
te

m
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 s

ite
. 

Th
is 

ha
s 

di
re

ct
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s o
n 

bi
od

iv
er

sit
y,

 fl
or

a 
an

d 
fa

un
a 

an
d 

ot
he

r i
nt

er
ac

tin
g 

re
ce

pt
or

s (
ai

r, 
so

il,
 

w
at

er
, 

no
ise

, 
la

nd
sc

ap
e)

. 
In

di
re

ct
 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

m
ay

 o
cc

ur
 f

or
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 
he

al
th

, d
ep

en
di

ng
 o

n 
ho

w
 t

he
 s

ite
 is

 r
es

to
re

d 
an

d 
w

he
th

er
 a

cc
es

sib
ili

ty
 f

or
 u

se
rs

 w
ill

 b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

.  
 Re

st
or

at
io

n 
ef

fo
rt

s 
w

ill
 h

ow
ev

er
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t 
in

 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 

of
 

ex
ist

in
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l s
en

sit
iv

iti
es

 a
t t

he
 lo

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
un

de
r 

pr
of

es
sio

na
l/s

pe
cia

lis
t 

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
an

d 
su

pe
rv

isi
on

 
to

 
pr

ev
en

t 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

m
al

ad
ap

ta
tio

n.
  

+ 
+/

- 
+ 

0 
+/

- 
0 

+ 
+/

- 
0 

0 
0 

     



  Ar
kl

ow
 LP

F 
Ph

ys
ic

al
 In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

68
 

Su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 
th

e 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 L
oc

al
 T

ra
ns

po
rt

 P
la

n 
w

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 th

e 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 p
ro

po
se

d 
ro

ad
 

sa
fe

ty
 m

ea
su

re
s 

an
d 

sa
fe

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 ro

ut
es

 
al

on
g t

he
 e

xi
st

in
g r

oa
d 

ne
tw

or
k a

nd
 al

on
g n

ew
 

of
f-r

oa
d 

ro
ut

es
 h

av
in

g r
eg

ar
d 

to
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
• 

Th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 th

e 
Na

tio
na

l C
yc

le
 N

et
w

or
k,

 
as

 
it 

re
la

te
s 

to
 

th
e 

ar
ea

.  
• 

Th
e 

de
liv

er
y o

f t
he

 G
re

at
er

 D
ub

lin
 A

re
a 

cy
cle

 
ne

tw
or

k,
 

as
 

it 
re

la
te

s 
to

 
th

e 
ar

ea
;  

• 
To

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

an
d 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
th

e 
“S

af
er

 
Ro

ut
es

 
to

 
Sc

ho
ol

” 
an

d 
th

e 
Gr

ee
n 

Sc
ho

ol
s 

Pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

w
ith

in
 A

rk
lo

w
 a

nd
 t

o 
lia

ise
 w

ith
 a

ll 
re

le
va

nt
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
/a

ge
nc

ie
s 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 th

e 
op

er
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e.
 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
is 

su
pp

or
tiv

e 
of

 th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 a

ct
iv

e 
tr

av
el

 in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
(w

ith
in

 t
he

 
co

nt
ex

t o
f t

he
 N

at
io

na
l C

yc
le

 N
et

w
or

k 
an

d 
Gr

ea
te

r D
ub

lin
 A

re
a 

Cy
cle

 N
et

w
or

k 
as

 th
ey

 
re

la
te

 to
 th

e 
LP

F 
ar

ea
), 

an
d 

th
e 

co
nt

in
ue

d 
su

pp
or

t o
f t

he
 'S

af
er

 R
ou

te
s t

o 
Sc

ho
ol

' a
nd

 
th

e 
Gr

ee
n 

Sc
ho

ol
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 
Ar

kl
ow

. 
Th

e 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 

th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
w

ill
 

cr
ea

te
 

an
 

ov
er

al
l 

sa
fe

r 
tr

av
el

lin
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

an
d 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
a 

sh
ift

 t
o 

ac
tiv

e 
tr

av
el

 
m

od
es

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 p
riv

at
e 

ca
r. 

A 
re

du
ct

io
n 

in
 c

ar
 u

se
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

po
sit

iv
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 t

he
 r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 a
ir 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 

no
ise

 
co

nd
iti

on
s. 

 
 Th

e 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

in
vo

lv
es

 t
he

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
ou

t 
of

 
ac

tiv
e 

tr
av

el
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 w
hi

ch
 ca

n 
ha

ve
 

a 
ra

ng
e 

of
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

na
l 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
ac

ro
ss

 b
ui

lt 
an

d 
na

tu
ra

l 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
. 

Th
es

e 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 

in
clu

de
 

ch
an

ge
s 

to
 

bu
ilt

 
he

rit
ag

e 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 
am

en
ity

, 
di

sr
up

tio
ns

 
to

 
tr

af
fic

 
an

d 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

dy
na

m
ics

, 
an

 
in

cr
ea

se
 

in
 

te
m

po
ra

ry
 n

oi
se

 a
nd

 d
us

t 
em

iss
io

ns
 a

nd
 

di
sr

up
tio

ns
 

to
 

se
rv

ice
s 

an
d 

ut
ili

tie
s. 

O
pe

ra
tio

na
l 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
ca

n 
in

clu
de

 
ch

an
ge

s 
to

 t
ra

ffi
c 

an
d 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
dy

na
m

ics
 

an
d 

co
nd

iti
on

s, 
an

d 
ch

an
ge

s 
to

 
bu

ilt
 

he
rit

ag
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 a

m
en

ity
.  

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+ 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

69
 

To
 

im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
, 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

, 
an

d 
at

tr
ac

tiv
en

es
s 

of
 th

e 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

 d
el

iv
er

y 
of

 im
pr

ov
ed

 c
yc

le
 

an
d 

pe
de

st
ria

n 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

as
 

fu
nd

in
g 

al
lo

w
s 

al
on

g 
Ar

kl
ow

’s 
Ce

nt
ra

l S
pi

ne
 r

ou
te

 a
s 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

dr
af

t L
TP

 a
nd

 fe
ed

er
s 

ro
ut

es
 

in
 

pa
rt

icu
la

r 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

: 
• 

 D
ub

lin
 R

oa
d 

an
d 

Fe
rr

yb
an

k:
 C

on
tin

ua
tio

n 
of

 
fo

ot
pa

th
 

pr
ov

isi
on

 
an

d 
se

gr
eg

at
ed

 
cy

cle
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
br

id
ge

 n
or

th
 o

f B
ee

ch
 

Ro
ad

 to
 th

e 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
 v

ia
 F

er
ry

ba
nk

, w
he

re
 

ca
rr

ia
ge

w
ay

 w
id

th
 p

er
m

its
 (

AT
 5

 –
 A

T 
6)

 
• 

 W
ex

fo
rd

 R
oa

d:
 C

on
tin

ua
tio

n 
of

 f
oo

tp
at

h 
pr

ov
isi

on
 a

nd
 s

eg
re

ga
te

d 
cy

cle
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

fro
m

 N
or

th
w

oo
d 

/ K
no

ck
m

or
e 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
 to

 
th

e 
Co

ol
gr

ea
ne

y 
Ro

ad
 /

 U
pp

er
 M

ai
n 

St
re

et
 

ju
nc

tio
n 

(A
T 

3)
 

• 
 D

el
iv

er
y 

of
 t

he
 V

al
e 

Ro
ad

 P
ed

es
tr

ia
n 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t S

ch
em

e 
in

 th
e 

sh
or

t t
er

m
 (A

T 
9)

  
• 

 L
oc

al
 j

un
ct

io
n 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

DM
UR

S 
st

an
da

rd
s (

CY
 2

) 
• 

 Im
pr

ov
e 

ex
ist

in
g 

pe
de

st
ria

n 
cr

os
sin

gs
 a

nd
 

pr
ov

isi
on

 o
f n

ew
 c

ro
ss

in
gs

 a
t d

es
ire

 li
ne

s (
W

K 
1)

 
• 

 
Im

pr
ov

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
fo

ot
pa

th
 

pr
ov

isi
on

, 
in

clu
di

ng
 

re
su

rfa
cin

g 
an

d 
w

id
en

 
w

he
re

 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

(W
K 

1)
 

• 
 M

aj
or

 ju
nc

tio
n 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

DM
UR

S 
st

an
da

rd
s (

CY
 2

) 
• 

 
Pr

ov
id

e 
ga

te
w

ay
 

an
d 

tr
an

sit
io

n 
zo

ne
 

tr
ea

tm
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 t

o 
th

e 
bu

ilt
-u

p 
ar

ea
 

of
 

Ar
kl

ow
 

(C
Y 

2)
 

• 
 P

ro
vi

de
 ga

te
w

ay
 tr

ea
tm

en
t o

n 
Se

a R
oa

d 
an

d 
Va

le
 R

oa
d 

to
 s

ig
na

l t
he

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
in

to
 a

 lo
w

-
sp

ee
d 

to
w

n 
ce

nt
re

 
(C

Y 
3)

 
• 

 C
re

at
io

n 
of

 a
 Q

ui
et

w
ay

 o
n 

Fe
rn

hi
ll 

be
tw

ee
n 

W
ex

fo
rd

 R
oa

d 
an

d 
Co

ol
gr

ea
ne

y 
Ro

ad
, p

ar
al

le
l 

to
 

Em
oc

le
w

 
Ro

ad
 

(P
Y 

16
) 

• 
  

To
 id

en
tif

y 
a 

ne
tw

or
k 

of
 o

th
er

 q
ui

et
w

ay
s 

w
he

re
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
, 

in
 

co
ns

ul
ta

tio
n 

w
ith

 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
pe

rt
ai

ns
 t

o 
th

e 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 
im

pr
ov

ed
 

cy
cle

 
an

d 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

(a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
) 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
al

on
g 

Ar
kl

ow
's 

Ce
nt

ra
l 

Sp
in

e 
ex

te
nd

in
g 

fro
m

 t
he

 M
11

 
Ju

nc
tio

n 
21

 t
o 

th
e 

so
ut

h 
al

on
g 

W
ex

fo
rd

 
Ro

ad
, t

o 
th

e 
no

rt
he

rn
 b

ou
nd

ar
y 

of
 th

e 
LP

F 
ar

ea
. T

he
 r

ou
te

 c
on

ne
ct

s 
M

ai
n 

St
re

et
 a

nd
 

Ar
kl

ow
 T

ow
n 

Ce
nt

re
 w

ith
 F

er
ry

ba
nk

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

Ri
ve

r 
Av

oc
a.

 T
he

 C
en

tr
al

 S
pi

ne
 w

ill
 b

e 
au

gm
en

te
d 

by
 c

on
ne

ct
in

g 
fe

ed
er

 ro
ut

es
 to

 
en

ha
nc

e 
pe

rm
ea

bi
lit

y 
fo

r 
pe

de
st

ria
ns

 a
nd

 
cy

cli
st

s. 
 

 Th
e 

de
liv

er
y o

f s
uc

h 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

l 
as

se
ts

 
th

ro
ug

h 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 m
ob

ili
ty

, a
nd

 a
n 

au
gm

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 

pu
bl

ic
 

re
al

m
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 

Ho
w

ev
er

, 
th

e 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

in
vo

lv
es

 t
he

 d
el

iv
er

y 
of

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 a

nd
 

pu
bl

ic 
re

al
m

 in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
th

at
 c

an
 h

av
e 

a 
ra

ng
e 

of
 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

e 
an

d 
op

er
at

io
na

l p
ha

se
 im

pa
ct

s, 
if 

un
m

iti
ga

te
d.

 
Ty

pi
ca

l 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

w
ill

 
in

clu
de

 p
ot

en
tia

l 
po

llu
te

d 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 
ru

no
ff,

 c
ha

ng
es

 to
 b

ui
lt 

he
rit

ag
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 

am
en

ity
, 

di
sr

up
tio

ns
 t

o 
tr

af
fic

 d
yn

am
ics

, 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 d
us

t 
an

d 
no

ise
 e

m
iss

io
ns

, a
nd

 
di

sr
up

tio
ns

 
to

 
se

rv
ice

s 
an

d 
ut

ili
tie

s. 
O

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

ca
n 

in
clu

de
 

ch
an

ge
s 

to
 t

ra
ffi

c 
an

d 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

dy
na

m
ics

 
an

d 
co

nd
iti

on
s, 

an
d 

ch
an

ge
s 

to
 

bu
ilt

 
he

rit
ag

e 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 a
m

en
ity

.  

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

0 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 
re

la
tiv

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 

(C
Y 

4)
 

• 
 I

n 
th

e 
lo

ng
 t

er
m

 t
o 

as
se

ss
 f

ea
sib

ili
ty

 o
f 

de
di

ca
te

d 
cy

cli
ng

 f
ac

ili
tie

s 
on

 C
oo

lg
re

an
ey

 
Ro

ad
 t

o 
bu

ild
 o

n 
th

e 
Va

le
 R

oa
d 

Pe
de

st
ria

n 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
Sc

he
m

e 
(A

T 
10

) 
• 

 D
es

ig
n 

al
l 

tr
an

sp
or

t 
an

d 
pu

bl
ic 

re
al

m
 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 
in

 
lin

e 
w

ith
 

th
e 

DM
UR

S 
Us

er
 

Hi
er

ar
ch

y 
an

d 
de

sig
n 

st
an

da
rd

s, 
an

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 se
t o

ut
 in

 th
e 

LP
F 

(W
K 

1)
 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

70
 

To
 s

up
po

rt
 t

he
 e

nh
an

ce
m

en
t 

of
 t

he
 t

ow
n’

s 
ex

ist
in

g 
la

ne
w

ay
s 

ne
tw

or
k 

an
d 

to
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

as
 

fu
nd

in
g 

al
lo

w
s, 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 n

ew
 a

nd
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 p
er

m
ea

bi
lit

y 
lin

ka
ge

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
LP

F 
ar

ea
 

an
d 

id
en

tif
y 

ot
he

r 
su

ita
bl

e 
pe

rm
ea

bi
lit

y r
ou

te
s/

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
se

tt
le

m
en

t (
PY

 1
-3

0)
 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
su

pp
or

ts
 th

e 
en

ha
nc

em
en

t o
f 

th
e 

LP
F 

Ar
ea

's 
ex

ist
in

g 
la

ne
w

ay
 n

et
w

or
ks

 
an

d 
pe

rm
ea

bi
lit

y 
lin

ka
ge

s, 
w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

l 
as

se
ts

 
th

ro
ug

h 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 m
ob

ili
ty

 a
nd

 a
n 

au
gm

en
ta

tio
n 

in
 

pu
bl

ic
 

re
al

m
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 

 Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
ho

w
ev

er
 

su
pp

or
ts

 
th

e 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 o

ut
 o

f a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 h
av

e 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
ph

as
e 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

na
l 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
ac

ro
ss

 
bu

ilt
 

an
d 

na
tu

ra
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

. 
Th

es
e 

m
ay

 in
clu

de
, o

ve
r 

th
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

e,
 c

ha
ng

es
 to

 b
ui

lt 
he

rit
ag

e 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 
am

en
ity

, 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
im

pa
ct

s, 
di

sr
up

tio
ns

 
to

 t
ra

ffi
c 

dy
na

m
ics

, 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 d
us

t 
an

d 
no

ise
 e

m
iss

io
ns

, a
nd

 d
isr

up
tio

ns
 to

 se
rv

ice
s 

an
d 

ut
ili

tie
s. 

O
pe

ra
tio

na
l p

ha
se

 im
pa

ct
s c

an
 

in
clu

de
 c

ha
ng

es
 t

o 
tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 t
ra

ns
po

rt
 

dy
na

m
ics

 a
nd

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, a

nd
 c

ha
ng

es
 t

o 
bu

ilt
 h

er
ita

ge
 a

nd
 v

isu
al

 a
m

en
ity

.  

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+ 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

71
 

To
 s

ee
k 

th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 n

ew
 o

r 
en

ha
nc

ed
 

pe
de

st
ria

n 
an

d 
cy

cl
ist

 
th

ro
ug

h 
ro

ut
es

 t
hr

ou
gh

 O
S1

 l
an

ds
 

an
d 

ex
ist

in
g r

es
id

en
tia

l o
pe

n 
sp

ac
es

. 
To

 
re

qu
ire

 
th

at
 

al
l 

ne
w

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 i

de
nt

ify
 a

nd
 d

el
iv

er
 

di
re

ct
 a

nd
 s

af
e 

ne
w

 p
ed

es
tr

ia
n 

an
d 

cy
cli

st
 

pe
rm

ea
bi

lit
y 

ro
ut

es
 

to
 

ex
ist

in
g 

an
d 

pr
op

os
ed

 
pu

bl
ic

 
tr

an
sp

or
t n

od
es

, a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 ro

ut
es

 
an

d 
w

he
re

 p
ra

ct
ica

l in
to

 th
e 

ex
ist

in
g 

ad
jo

in
in

g 
bu

ilt
 u

p 
ar

ea
s. 

 (P
Y 

1)
 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
is 

ai
m

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 
ne

w
 

an
d/

or
 

en
ha

nc
ed

 
ac

tiv
e 

tr
av

el
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
O

S1
 l

an
ds

 (
O

pe
n 

Sp
ac

es
) 

an
d 

ex
ist

in
g 

re
sid

en
tia

l 
op

en
 

sp
ac

es
. 

Th
is 

w
ill

 
pa

rt
ia

lly
 

be
 

ac
hi

ev
ed

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 
an

y 
ne

w
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t, 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 b

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 
id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
de

liv
er

 p
ed

es
tr

ia
n 

an
d 

cy
cli

st
 

pe
rm

ea
bi

lit
y 

ro
ut

es
.  

 Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
w

ill
 i

nc
re

as
e 

pe
rm

ea
bi

lit
y 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 L

PF
 a

re
a 

an
d 

au
gm

en
t 

th
e 

ex
ist

in
g 

ac
tiv

e 
tr

av
el

 n
et

w
or

k.
 T

hi
s 

w
ill

 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

a 
m

od
al

 s
hi

ft 
in

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

an
d 

ha
ve

 p
os

iti
ve

 e
ffe

ct
s o

n 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
, 

to
ur

ism
 

an
d 

re
cr

ea
tio

n,
 

m
at

er
ia

l a
ss

et
s, 

ai
r 

qu
al

ity
, n

oi
se

, a
nd

 t
he

 
cli

m
at

e.
  

 Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
su

pp
or

ts
 th

e 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 o

ut
 o

f 
lin

ea
r 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 w

hi
ch

 in
 a

dd
iti

on
 t

o 
ty

pi
ca

l c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
an

d 
op

er
at

io
na

l p
ha

se
 

ef
fe

ct
s, 

ca
n 

al
so

 re
su

lt 
in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 e

ffe
ct

s 
on

 
la

nd
sc

ap
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 

ch
ar

ac
te

r, 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
(h

ab
ita

t 
lo

ss
 

an
d 

fra
gm

en
ta

tio
n)

, 
an

d 
th

e 
w

at
er

 a
nd

 s
oi

ls 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
. 

Ty
pi

ca
l c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
ca

n 
in

clu
de

 
ch

an
ge

s 
to

 
bu

ilt
 

he
rit

ag
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 a

m
en

ity
, d

isr
up

tio
ns

 to
 

tr
af

fic
 d

yn
am

ics
, t

em
po

ra
ry

 d
us

t a
nd

 n
oi

se
 

em
iss

io
ns

, a
nd

 d
isr

up
tio

ns
 to

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
an

d 
ut

ili
tie

s. 
O

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

ca
n 

in
clu

de
 c

ha
ng

es
 t

o 
tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 t
ra

ns
po

rt
 

dy
na

m
ics

 a
nd

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, c

ha
ng

es
 t

o 
bu

ilt
 

he
rit

ag
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 

am
en

ity
, 

an
d 

a 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 
sh

ift
 

in
 

th
e 

ba
se

lin
e 

no
ise

 
co

nd
iti

on
s. 

 

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

+ 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

72
 

To
 o

ve
rc

om
e 

ov
er

re
lia

nc
e 

on
 t

he
 N

in
et

ee
n 

Ar
ch

es
 B

rid
ge

 a
nd

 i
m

pr
ov

e 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

an
d 

cy
cle

 c
on

ne
ct

iv
ity

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
no

rt
h 

an
d 

so
ut

h 
of

 
th

e 
riv

er
, 

by
 

pr
om

ot
in

g 
an

d 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
; 

• 
Th

e 
Ki

lb
rid

e 
Pe

de
st

ria
n 

an
d 

Cy
cli

ng
 B

rid
ge

 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r 
W

al
k 

an
d 

Ar
kl

ow
 

To
w

n 
M

ar
sh

/F
er

ry
ba

nk
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

ea
st

-w
es

t 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

lin
ks

 c
on

ne
ct

in
g 

th
is 

cr
os

sin
g 

w
ith

 
Fe

rr
yb

an
k 

/ 
Du

bl
in

 
Ro

ad
 

(s
ho

rt
/m

ed
iu

m
 

te
rm

), 
th

e 
Ri

ve
r 

Av
oc

a 
In

du
st

ria
l 

Pa
rk

 (
lo

ng
 t

er
m

) 
an

d 
Ar

kl
ow

 t
o 

La
ra

gh
 G

re
en

w
ay

(lo
ng

 te
rm

) (
AT

 1
, A

T 
15

, A
T 

19
, 

CY
 

2)
 

• 
A 

se
co

nd
 p

ed
es

tr
ia

n 
an

d 
cy

cli
ng

 b
rid

ge
 

be
tw

ee
n 

So
ut

h 
Q

ua
y 

an
d 

No
rt

h 
Q

ua
y 

w
ith

 
up

gr
ad

es
 t

o 
Do

yl
e’

s 
la

ne
, s

er
vi

ng
 t

o 
co

nn
ec

t 
Ar

kl
ow

 M
ai

n 
St

re
et

 w
ith

 t
he

 B
rid

ge
w

at
er

 
Sh

op
pi

ng
 C

en
tr

e 
(A

T 
2)

 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
in

te
nd

s 
to

 
re

du
ce

 
ov

er
re

lia
nc

e 
on

 
th

e 
Ni

ne
te

en
 

Ar
ch

es
 

Br
id

ge
, 

w
hi

ch
 c

ro
ss

es
 t

he
 R

iv
er

 A
vo

ca
 t

o 
co

nn
ec

t 
th

e 
'o

ld
' a

nd
 'n

ew
' t

ow
n 

ce
nt

re
s. 

Th
e 

la
ck

 
of

 
ad

di
tio

na
l 

riv
er

 
cr

os
sin

gs
 

co
nt

rib
ut

es
 h

ea
vy

 tr
af

fic
 c

on
ge

st
io

n 
an

d 
a 

sig
ni

fic
an

t 
He

av
y 

Go
od

s 
Ve

hi
cl

es
 (

HG
V)

 
pr

es
en

ce
 a

lo
ng

 t
he

 A
rk

lo
w

 C
en

tr
al

 S
pi

ne
.  

 Th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

an
d 

cy
cli

ng
 

br
id

ge
s 

an
d 

as
so

cia
te

d 
ro

ad
 a

nd
 ju

nc
tio

n 
up

gr
ad

es
 w

ill
 e

as
e 

so
m

e 
of

 t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g 
pr

es
su

re
 o

n 
th

e 
Ni

ne
te

en
 A

rc
he

s 
Br

id
ge

 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

sa
fe

r 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
fo

r 
ac

tiv
e 

tr
av

el
 u

se
rs

. T
hi

s 
is 

po
sit

iv
e 

fo
r p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 h
ea

lth
, 

m
at

er
ia

l 
as

se
ts

 a
nd

 
cli

m
at

e 
(th

ro
ug

h 
an

 a
nt

ici
pa

te
d 

sh
ift

 t
o 

ac
tiv

e 
tr

av
el

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
pr

ov
isi

on
 

of
 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

ro
ut

es
). 

 
 Th

e 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

pr
op

os
es

 th
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

of
 

br
id

ge
s. 

In
 t

he
 a

bs
en

ce
 o

f m
iti

ga
tio

n,
 t

hi
s 

ca
n 

le
ad

 t
o 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ha

bi
ta

t 
de

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 w

at
er

 a
nd

 a
ir 

po
llu

tio
n,

 i
nc

re
as

ed
 n

oi
se

 a
nd

 v
ib

ra
tio

n,
 

an
d 

al
te

ra
tio

ns
 

to
 

hy
dr

ol
og

ica
l 

an
d 

hy
dr

og
eo

lo
gi

ca
l 

re
gi

m
es

, 
w

hi
ch

 
ca

n 
in

cr
ea

se
 

flo
od

 
ris

k 
an

d 
er

os
io

n.
 

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ph
as

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
ca

n 
in

clu
de

 
ch

an
ge

s t
o 

tr
af

fic
 a

nd
 tr

an
sp

or
t c

on
di

tio
ns

, 
an

d 
ch

an
ge

s 
to

 b
ui

lt 
he

rit
ag

e 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 
am

en
ity

. 

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
- 

- 
+/

- 
+/

- 
+ 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

73
 

To
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r 
W

al
k 

by
 

pr
om

ot
in

g 
an

d 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
: 

• 
W

id
en

in
g 

th
e 

ex
ist

in
g 

pa
th

 a
nd

 e
nt

ra
nc

es
 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 s

et
 o

ut
 i

n 
na

tio
na

l 
po

lic
y 

an
d 

gu
id

an
ce

; 
• 

Im
pr

ov
ed

 
lig

ht
in

g 
an

d 
w

ay
fin

di
ng

, 
in

 
pa

rt
icu

la
r 

at
 

ac
ce

ss
 

po
in

ts
; 

• 
Th

e 
pr

ov
isi

on
 o

f a
ge

-fr
ie

nd
ly

 s
ea

tin
g 

al
on

g 
th

e 
ro

ut
e;

 
• 

Im
pr

ov
ed

 
ac

ce
ss

ib
ili

ty
 

fo
r 

pe
op

le
 

w
ith

 
ad

di
tio

na
l 

m
ob

ili
ty

 
ne

ed
s 

fro
m

 
St

 
M

ar
ys

 
ca

rp
ar

k;
 

• 
En

su
rin

g 
a 

se
am

le
ss

 t
ra

ns
iti

on
 b

et
w

ee
n 

ex
ist

in
g 

ac
tiv

e 
tr

av
el

 f
ac

ili
tie

s 
on

 V
al

e 
Ro

ad
 

an
d 

Ba
lly

ra
in

e 
La

ne
 w

ith
 th

e 
Ar

kl
ow

-S
hi

lle
la

gh
 

Gr
ee

nw
ay

 
an

d;
 

• 
In

 t
he

 lo
ng

-te
rm

: P
ro

vi
di

ng
 a

 n
ew

 w
al

ki
ng

 
an

d 
cy

cli
ng

 li
nk

 to
 V

al
e 

Ro
ad

 u
til

isi
ng

 th
e 

ol
d 

ra
ilw

ay
 b

rid
ge

 n
or

th
 o

f G
le

nd
al

e.
  

(A
T 

17
-1

8,
 C

Y 
5)

 

Th
e 

Av
oc

a 
Ri

ve
r W

al
k i

s a
 tr

ai
l f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
th

e 
Av

oc
a 

Ri
ve

r, 
pa

ra
lle

l 
to

 t
he

 R
75

2.
 T

he
 

pr
op

os
ed

 u
pg

ra
de

 w
or

ks
 w

ill
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 o
f t

he
 tr

ai
l b

y i
m

pr
ov

in
g 

vi
sib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 
sig

na
ge

, 
an

d 
in

cr
ea

sin
g 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 
in

clu
siv

ity
 

by
 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
se

at
in

g 
an

d 
w

he
el

ch
ai

r 
ac

ce
ss

ib
ili

ty
. T

he
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e 

w
ill

 
ha

ve
 p

os
iti

ve
 e

ffe
ct

s 
on

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

 a
nd

 to
ur

ism
 a

nd
 re

cr
ea

tio
n.

  
 Th

e 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

al
so

 in
te

nd
s 

on
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 a
 

ne
w

 w
al

ki
ng

 a
nd

 c
yc

lin
g 

lin
k 

to
 V

al
e 

Ro
ad

 
to

 t
he

 e
as

t 
of

 t
he

 R
iv

er
 W

al
k 

us
in

g 
an

 
ex

ist
in

g 
ra

ilw
ay

 b
rid

ge
. T

he
 d

el
iv

er
y 

of
 th

is 
w

ill
 in

vo
lv

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
w

or
ks

 
w

ith
 t

yp
ica

l 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

su
ch

 a
s c

ha
ng

es
 to

 b
ui

lt 
he

rit
ag

e 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 
am

en
ity

, 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
im

pa
ct

s, 
di

sr
up

tio
ns

 
to

 t
ra

ffi
c 

dy
na

m
ics

, 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 d
us

t 
an

d 
no

ise
 e

m
iss

io
ns

, a
nd

 d
isr

up
tio

ns
 to

 se
rv

ice
s 

an
d 

ut
ili

tie
s. 

+/
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

0 
+/

- 
- 

+/
- 

+/
- 

0 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

74
 

W
ith

in
 

th
e 

To
w

n 
Ce

nt
re

 
to

 
su

pp
or

t 
an

d 
pr

om
ot

e 
th

e 
en

ha
nc

em
en

t o
f t

he
 p

ub
lic

 re
al

m
 

by
: 

• 
Su

pp
or

tin
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 

th
e 

So
ut

he
rn

 P
or

t 
Ac

ce
ss

 R
ou

te
 t

o 
fa

cil
ita

te
 t

he
 

re
du

ct
io

n 
of

 H
GV

 tr
af

fic
 fr

om
 th

e 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
. 

• 
Re

al
lo

ca
te

 ro
ad

 sp
ac

e 
to

 w
id

en
ed

 fo
ot

pa
th

s, 
bu

ild
ou

ts
, p

ed
es

tr
ia

n 
cr

os
sin

gs
, s

tr
ee

t 
tr

ee
s, 

pu
bl

ic 
se

at
in

g 
an

d 
sp

ill
 o

ut
 a

re
as

 f
or

 l
oc

al
 

bu
sin

es
se

s;
 

• 
Cr

ea
te

 s
af

er
 a

nd
 m

or
e 

le
gi

bl
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

fo
r 

pe
de

st
ria

ns
 a

nd
 c

yc
lis

t 
vi

a 
th

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
ne

tw
or

k 
of

 
la

ne
w

ay
 

to
 

th
e 

qu
ay

s 
w

ith
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 li
gh

tin
g 

an
d 

w
ay

fin
di

ng
. 

(A
T 

4,
 A

T 
23

, W
K 

2,
 W

K 
4)

 
 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
w

ill
 e

nh
an

ce
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic 

re
al

m
 

in
 th

e 
LP

F a
re

a 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f 

th
e 

So
ut

he
rn

 P
or

t A
cc

es
s 

Ro
ut

e 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

ro
ad

 a
nd

 ju
nc

tio
n 

up
gr

ad
es

 a
t a

nd
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
To

w
n 

Ce
nt

re
. T

hi
s 

ha
s 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l t
o 

be
ne

fit
 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 
he

al
th

, 
to

ur
ism

 a
nd

 re
cr

ea
tio

n,
 a

nd
 m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
cr

ea
tio

n 
of

 
a 

sa
fe

r 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
fo

r 
pe

de
st

ria
ns

, 
cy

cli
st

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r r

oa
d 

us
er

s. 
Th

e 
re

di
re

ct
io

n 
of

 tr
af

fic
 

fro
m

 
th

e 
to

w
n 

ce
nt

re
 

w
ill

 
re

su
lt 

in
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 a
ir 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 b

as
el

in
e 

no
ise

 
co

nd
iti

on
s. 

 Th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 t

he
se

 u
pg

ra
de

s 
ho

w
ev

er
 

w
ill

 in
vo

lv
e 

sh
or

t-t
er

m
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

w
or

ks
 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 r

es
ul

t 
in

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

ch
an

ge
s 

to
 b

ui
lt 

he
rit

ag
e 

an
d 

vi
su

al
 a

m
en

ity
, 

di
sr

up
tio

n 
to

 t
ra

ffi
c 

dy
na

m
ics

, 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 
du

st
 

an
d 

no
ise

 
em

iss
io

ns
, 

an
d 

po
te

nt
ia

l 
di

sr
up

tio
ns

 
to

 
se

rv
ice

s 
an

d 
ut

ili
tie

s. 
Po

te
nt

ia
l o

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
ph

as
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

w
ill

 in
clu

de
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 t
he

 
tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 t
ra

ns
po

rt
 d

yn
am

ics
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 
af

fe
ct

ed
 a

re
a.

  

+/
- 

- 
+/

- 
- 

- 
0 

+/
- 

- 
+/

- 
+/

- 
0 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

75
 

W
ith

 r
eg

ar
d 

to
 a

cc
es

sib
ili

ty
 a

nd
 t

he
 p

ub
lic

 
re

al
m

, 
it 

is 
an

 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

to
: 

• 
Ad

dr
es

s 
St

re
et

 C
lu

tt
er

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 in
 t

he
 

to
w

n 
ce

nt
re

 a
nd

 to
 im

pl
em

en
t a

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

to
 r

em
ov

e 
un

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
sig

na
ge

, 
gu

ar
dr

ai
ls 

ad
ve

rt
isi

ng
, p

ol
es

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 o

bs
ta

cle
s 

w
hi

ch
 

clu
tt

er
 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic 
re

al
m

 
an

d 
im

pe
de

 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

m
ov

em
en

t. 
• 

En
su

re
 t

ha
t 

fu
tu

re
 i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic 
re

al
m

 a
nd

 a
ct

iv
e 

tr
av

el
 n

et
w

or
k 

ar
e 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
 

to
 

al
l. 

 
• 

En
su

re
 th

at
 a

ll 
st

re
et

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
pu

bl
ic 

re
al

m
 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 
fo

llo
w

 
th

e 
pr

in
cip

le
s 

of
 

Un
iv

er
sa

l D
es

ig
n 

an
d 

co
ns

id
er

 th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 a

nd
 

pe
rc

ep
tio

n 
of

 
pu

bl
ic 

sp
ac

es
 

so
 

th
at

 
al

l 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 co
m

m
un

ity
 fe

el
 w

el
co

m
e 

an
d 

sa
fe

. 
(W

K 
2,

 5
-8

) 

Th
e 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
is 

ai
m

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

an
d 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 p

ub
lic

 r
ea

lm
 b

y 
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

st
re

et
 

clu
tt

er
, 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
ac

ce
ss

ib
ili

ty
 f

or
 a

ll,
 a

nd
 e

ns
ur

in
g 

th
at

 a
ll 

su
ch

 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 

ar
e 

un
de

rt
ak

en
 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
f U

ni
ve

rs
al

 D
es

ig
n 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 s

af
et

y 
an

d 
po

sit
iv

e 
pe

rc
ep

tio
n 

of
 p

ub
lic

 s
pa

ce
s. 

Th
e 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 
th

is 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
po

sit
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
, 

la
nd

sc
ap

e/
cit

ys
ca

pe
, 

to
ur

ism
 

an
d 

re
cr

ea
tio

n 
an

d 
m

at
er

ia
l a

ss
et

s. 
No

 co
nf

lic
ts

 
or

 
ad

ve
rs

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 
an

y 
ot

he
r 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
re

ce
pt

or
 

ha
s 

be
en

 
id

en
tif

ie
d.

 

+ 
0 

+ 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

+ 
+ 

0 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

76
 

To
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
  

a 
su

ite
 

of
 

ac
tiv

e 
tr

av
el

 
an

d 
pl

ac
e 

m
ak

in
g 

m
ea

su
re

s 
on

 t
he

 N
or

th
 a

nd
 S

ou
th

 Q
ua

ys
 

in
clu

di
ng

 b
ut

 n
ot

 l
im

ite
d 

to
 t

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g:
 

• 
Th
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 c
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t’s
 

Al
SR

R,
 

in
clu

di
ng

 
(b

ut
 

no
t 

lim
ite

d 
to

) 
- T

he
 in

tr
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 b
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ra
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 d
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fe
ct

s 
on

 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 

he
al

th
, 

ai
r 

an
d 

cli
m

at
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 d
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re
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at
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l p
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at
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 re
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 d
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 d
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m
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ra
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 l
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e 
so

ils
 a

nd
 w

at
er

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
. 

Th
e 

pl
an

tin
g 

of
 t

re
es

 c
an

 
ad

di
tio

na
lly

 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 
ai

r 
qu

al
ity

 a
nd

 a
 r

ed
uc

tio
n 

in
 t

he
 h

ea
t 

isl
an

d 
ef

fe
ct

 w
ith

in
 u

rb
an

 a
re

as
. 

+ 
+ 

+ 
0 

+ 
0 

+ 
+ 

0 
0 

+ 



  Re
fe

re
nc

e 
O

bj
ec

tiv
e 

Po
te

nt
ia

l 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

(in
 t

he
 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

M
iti

ga
tio

n)
 -

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

Cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

an
d 

Tr
an

sb
ou

nd
ar

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l E

ffe
ct

s (
As

se
ss

m
en

t T
ex

t)
 

Re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 S
EA

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
an

d 
SE

O
s 

(p
rio

r 
to

 
m

iti
ga

tio
n)

 

PH
H 

BF
F 

L 
CH

 
S 

LU
 

 
W

 
M

A 
TR

 
CC

 

AR
K 

89
 

To
 s

up
po

rt
 a

nd
 fa

cil
ita

te
 U

isc
e 

Éi
re

an
n 

in
 th
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ra
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CLIENT: Wicklow County Council
PROJECT NAME: Proposed Variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied)
REPORT: SEA Screening of Material Alterations to the Proposed Variation 

P23-317 www.fehilytimoney.ie Page 1 of 61 

1. INTRODUCTION

SEA Screening of Material Alterations (MAs) has been completed. This assessment is presented in Table 1. All 
MAs Screened In for SEA have been subject to full SEA (presented in Table 3). Mitigation measures that mitigate 
effects of MAs on the environment have been identified and comprehensively cross-referenced. These include 
Policies and Objectives defined in the County Development Plan and in the Arklow Local Planning Framework. 
It has been assessed that the environmental mitigation measures already integrated into the County 
Development Plan (as Varied) will prevent and minimise negative environmental effects due to the 
implementation of the CDP (as Varied) and the Arklow Local Planning Framework. 

Table 2 relates to amendments made to the Variation in reflection of Variation No. 5 to the Wicklow County 
Development Plan 2022-2028. This Variation revised the Wicklow Core Strategy and associated housing targets 
and a number of related housing objectives set out in the CDP, including the removal of the distinctions between 
RN1 and RN2. The lands that were formerly referenced under RN1 and RN2 are now collectively referred to as 
RN New Residential. A number of corresponding text changes have been made. 

Note: Table 1 and Table 3 detail the SEA Screening of MAs and SEA of MAs respectively. These alterations are 
inclusive of the alterations proposed to the Draft Variation as agreed in the Chief Executive’s Report and by way 
of Elected Member Motion. Additional text included in the Variation is denoted in Red text. Text that has been 
removed from the Variation is denoted by Blue Strikethrough text.
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